
i i r .  H. B. Ayres, 
M obile ,  Alabama.

Dear H a r r a l : -

San A ntonio ,  Texas 
Jan u a ry  2 5 th ,  1322

I appeared  b e fo re  th e  Highway Commission Monday and found t h a t  
t h e y  had done e x a c t ly  what I t o l d  Hr. Hubbard t .  a t  they  were d o in g  
a t  th e  December m ee t ing  when we were a l l  t h e r e  in  a  body. You p ro 
b ab ly  remember t h a t  I t o l d  him t h a t  th ey  had a l r e a d y  a l l o t e a  p r a c t i 
c a l l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  l a s t  F ed e ra l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and t h a t  th e y  would 
more th a n  l i k e l y  a l l o t  th e  b a la n c e  o f  i t  a t  th e  December m ee t ing .
I f  you remember he t o l d  us  th e y  were not go ing  to  a l l o t  an y th in g  
l i k e  a l l  o f  i t  b u t  would h o ld  back p r a c t i c a l l y  £2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  th e  
Jan u a ry  m ee t in g ,  b u t  when th e  Jan u ary  m eet ing  came.around th e y  found 
th e y  had a l l c t e d  th e  e n t i r e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and prom ised  about £40,000 
more th a n  th e y  had . The m ee t in g  Monday was q u i t e  a  d is ap p o in tm en t  
t o  th e  San A n to n io -3 ro w n sv i l le  d i v i s i o n ,  more p a r t i c u l a r l y  Cameron 
end Jim Wells C o u n t ie s .  One o f  th e  County Commissioners from Jim 
' J e l l s  County was t h e r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  county  and he t o l d  them i t  
was j u s t  about what he expected} t h a t  he knew a l l  a lo n g  t h a t  J.im 
' J e l l s  w o u ld n ' t  g e t  £525,000 in  i t  and t h a t  he t o l d  th e  p eo p le  t h a t  
b e fo re  th e y  v o ted  th e  bonds and he g u essed  now t h a t  th e y  would be
l i e v e  him h e r e a f t e r  i n s te a d  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  some good ro ad s  b o o s t e r  
t h a t  d i d n ' t  have any p r o p e r ty  in  h i s  county  and had n o th in g  to  l o s e .
I f  he could  he would go back  and o rd e r  an e l e c t i o n  a t  once t o  vo te  
t h e  bonds o f f  b u t  the law i s  such in  t h i s  s t a t e  t h a t  he c a n ' t  v o te  
them o f f  fo r  two y e a r s .

I t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be a n o th e r  F e d e ra l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  between now 
and June. I  am go .ng to  t r y  and work ou t some scheme whereby Jim 
,:e l l s  can g e t  a t  l e a s t  £100,000 by th e  February  m eet ing  from some 
o f  th e  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  have f a l l e n  down and t h i s  w i l l  en ab le  us to  
push the  Jim Wells p r o p o s i t i o n  a long  and get some o th e r  r o u te  f i 
nanced to  connec t w ith  them.

Sena to r  P a r r  tu rn e d  us donn on th e  Duval County p r o p o s i t i o n  and 
I d o n ' t  want to  be p u t  in  a p o s i t i o n  to  have t o  f i g h t  t h e  S ena to r  
o r c ro s s  him in  any way on account o f  th e  Highway Commissioners , 
b u t  I am working on a  schene th a t  w i l l  p ro b ab ly  be h a tc h e d  out 
t h i s  week to  g e t  our ro u te  in to  San Diego r e g a r d l e s s  o f  S en a to r  
P a r r .

Dr. Jo h n s to n  i s  th e  b e s t  scout you ever saw and i s  on t h e  job  a l l  
th e  t ime and i s  ready  to  r e n d e r  any h e lp  t h a t  i s  needed anywhere in  
th e  U nited  S t a t e s  on th e  Old S panish  T r a i l .

L ib e r ty  County c a r r i e d  h e r  bond i s s u e  about fo u r  t o  one. The F t .  
3end County comm issioners w i th  one or two c i t i z e n s  went b e fo r e  th e  
Highway Commission Monday t o  f in d  out i f  th e y  co u ld  ge t  a id  on £3=1^6 
in  "the even t t h a t  th ey  v o ted  a county  wide bond i s s u e  and took up 
t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s .  They went home happy a s  can be and th e y  a s s u re d  
rne t h a t  th e y  cou ld  pu t t h e i r s  over b u t  thought i t  a d v i s a b le  t o  w a i t  
t h i r t y  a a y s ,  t h a t  th e  t a x - p a y in g  p r o p o s i t i o n  had g o t t e n  p r a c t i c a l l y  
a l l  o f them t h i s  month ana th e y  th o u g h t  i t  b e s t  t o  g iv e  them a  l i t t l e . . '


