
A N C IE N T  G ATE OF ST. A U G U S TIN E  
San A 'gu s tin , was settled in  15G5, the oldest c ity  in 

the U nited States. Ponce de Leon landed in  151c? The 
De Narvaez expedition landed a t Tam pa Bay in  1528 
and De Soto in  1539, and both fo ug ht th e ir way around 
westward. De Luna landed a t Pensacola Bay in  1559 w ith  
the largest expedition o f them a ll.  W hile  the Spaniards 
were exp loring  the F loridas other rem arkable expedi­
tions were m oving northw ard  from  Mexico in to  New 
Spain (Texas) and in to  New Mexico and C a lifo rn ia . 
Santa Fc became the second oldest c ity  in  the U. S.. 
w h ile  others lay c laim  to existence back in  the dim  past. 
When the th irteen states were figh ting  fo r  independence 
Spain controlled an empire south and west, and was fc s t 
beginning to bu ild the C a lifo rn ia  missions. F lo rida  was 
Spanish u n til 1821 : Spain sold Old Louisiana back to 
France in  1800; France sold to the U. S- in  1803; Texas 
independence was won in  183G and th a t te rr ito ry  was 
annexed by the U. S. in 1845. The M exican W ar was 
1846-47. The New M exico-Arizona-Southern C a lifo rn ia  
te rr ito ry  was ceded to the U . S. by Mexico in  1848. The 
Gadsden Purchase o f p a rt o f southern New M exico and 
A rizona was in 1853. The Old Spanish T ra il o f today is 
a thread binding together fo r  a ll tim e the old Spanish 
h is to ry  and legend o f three and four centuries past. In  
these lands the padres sought riches to lay up in  heaven 
and the conquisladoros sought riches fo r personal g lo ry  
and often found disaster fo r th e ir va in bu t rom antic 
search. Now a new race is find ing  riches in the c ru ­
cibles o f industry. i


