
G e n e r a l  Co le m a n  du  Po nt
CHAIRMAN BOARD OF NATIONAL COUNCILLORS

C h a r les  H enry  Da v is , C.E. 
President

Fre de ric  Re m s en  H u t t o n . M.E.. Sc.D.
G enera l S ecre tary 

M o rg a n . Le w is  &  BOCKIUS, Ph ilade lph ia 
g e n e ra l Counsel 

W a ld r o n  W il l ia m s ,  new York

O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  A s s o c ia t io n  
S . A . L e B la n c , S e c re ta ry  
c /o  M o b ile  L in e rs  In c .
M o b ile ,  Alabama

D ear S i r :

''K lm wood"
Cam bri d ge , Mss a . 
May 23 , 1917

MAY 25 1917

’ , ->■

Y ou r l e t t e r  o f  May 1 7 th  to  M r. D a v is  i s  r e ^ e iv e ^ .
He was s o r r y  n o t  to  have p a r t ic ip a t e d  p e rs o n a l ly  i n  th e  m ee tin g  
a t  T a lla h a s s e e , F lo r id a .  V7e o f fe re d  to  fuarn ish . maps and 
l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  b u t d id  n o t  re c e iv e  any r e q u is i t io n  
on t im e .  In  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n  we 3h a l l  be v e ry  g la d  to  do v/hat 
we can to  make th e  m e e tin g  c a l le d  b y  th e  M o b ile  Chamber o f  Commerce 
a success and s h a l l  be g la d  to  f u r n is h  maps and l i t e r a t u r e  fir?r 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  on r e c e iv in g  a d v ic e s .  v7e have  so w r i t t e n  them ,
Y/e e re  c e r t a in ly  i n  h e a r ty  fa v o r  o f  a l l  t h a t  you  a re  d o in g  and we 
s h a l l  be v e ry  g la d  to  do o u r s h a re  to w a rd s  i t s  a c c o m p lis h m e n t.
V/e b e l ie v e ,  how e ve r, t h a t  th e  N a t io n a l  G overnm ent w i l l  in  no manner 
p a r t i c ip a t e  in  th e  b u i ld in g  o$ a s e le c te d  a lig n m e n t .  The v e ry  
m in u te  you  a t te m p t to  g e t  N a t io n a l  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  
a lig n m e n t a l l  o th e r  a l ig n m e n ts  j o i n  to g e th e r  to  d e fe a t su ch  le g i s 
l a t i o n .  T he re  is  o n ly  one way to  a c c o m p lis h  i t ,  and th a t  is  b y  
g e t t in g  C ongress to  a p p ro p r ia te  moneys f o r  b u i ld in g  a system  o f  
N a t io n a l  H ighw ays, b u i l t  and m a in ta in e d  a t  N a t io n a l  expense and 
u n d e r N a t io n a l c o n t r o l .  cn e e  th a t  i s  an a cco m p lish e d  c e r t a in ^ *  
s p e c i f i c  a lig h ra e n ts  w i l l  be s e le c te d  f o r  th e  e a r l i e s t  c o m p le t io n .
To a t te m p t to  g e t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a c ro s s  f o r  any s p e c i f ic  a lig n m e n t 
b y  i t s e l f  us w a s t in g  t im e  and w i l l  a c c o m p lis h  n o th in g ,  and you can 
re a d iS y  see th e  reason w hy. Ths.se o f  you who a re  in  fa v o r  
o f  th e  im m ed ia te  b u i ld in g  o f  th e  O ld  S p q h is h  T r a i l  w ou ld  r e s i s t  
th e  im m ed ia te  b u i ld in g  o f  a s im i la r  m i l i t a r y  h ig h w a y  a lo n g  th e  
N o rth w e s t T r a i l  u n le s s  y o u r  a lig n m e n t v/e re  l ik e w is e  in c lu d e d .
You w i l l  aee th e  p o in t .
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