
V. HOUSTON DIVISION — 1 ,000  M ile s .

From th e  L o u is ia n a  l i n e  (S ab in e  R iv e r)  to  S ch u len b u rg , T exas, and 

to  in c lu d e  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  G a lv e s to n , w ith  many to u c h e s  o f  o ld  S panish  

h i s to r y ,  end named fo r  G alvez , once g o verno r o f -L o u is ia n a  in  S p an ish  

tim e , sho u ld  be em braced. The b a t t l e f i e l d  o f  San J a c in to  where Texas 

wov?. independence from S a n ta  Anna in  n e a r  H ouston ,

A lso to  in c lu d e  th e  a n c ie n t  S p an ish  t r a i l  up th e  c o a s t o f  th e  

G u lf from M exico, th e  f i r s t  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  th e  Texas c o u n try , R e fu g io , 

Corpus C h r i s t i ,  San P a t r i c i o  and a  h o s t  o f  o th e r  names t e s t i f y  to  

a n c ie n t S pan ish  en d eav o r. The m iss io n  f a th e r s  p lo d d ed  t h i s  t r a i l  he 

in  th o s e  f i r s t  h e ro ic  y e a rs  to  save  Texas from th e  F rench  in  L o u is ia n a . 

The s i t e  o f  L a S a l l e ’a f a t e f u l  la n d in g  i s  on t h i s  t r a i l .  The p la c e  o f  

h is  tr e a c h e ro u s  d e a th  i s  on th e  main l i n e  o f  th e  Old S p an ish  T r a i l ,  

n ea r O range, T exas, and. w i l l  bo made an Old S pan ish  T ro .il c am p s ite .

The f i r s t  group o f  m iss io n s  a t  Nacogdoches and th o s e  a t  V ic to r ia ,

G o liad  and M iss io n  V a lley  wore s e rv e d  by t h i s  o ld  t r a i l ,  vnd every  

m ile  i s  r i c h  w ith  reo o rd e  o f  th o s e  rem ark ab le  d a y s . The Main L ine o f 

th e  OST c a l l s  fo r  supreme e f f o r t  a t  p r e s e n t ,  b u t an Old S pan ish  T r a i l  

a l l  around  th e  G u lf from Tampa, th e  e a r l i e s t  e a s te r n  gatew ay , to  

B ro w n sv ille , th e  l a n d ’s and in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  by th e  G u lf 's  w este rn  

s h o r e s ,  would be a  l o g i c a l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  developm ent.

VI. SAN ANTONIO DIVISION - -  1 ,000  M ile s .

C o lo n ised  and h e ld  by th e  S p an ish  when th e  F rench  th re a te n e d  

S pan ish  dom inion by occupying  th e  M is s i s s ip p i  R iv e r t e r r i t o r y .  Sen 

A ntonio  i s  an a n c ie n t  m is s io n , m i l i t a r y ,  governm en ta l and s o c i a l  c e n te r  

o f th e  S p an ish . Those c l a s s i c  mice ion  s t r u c tu r e s  a re  s t i l l  seen  a t

Son A nton io .


