
ingdtora o f th e  T e x a s . ' T h is  populoius ro a lm , w h ich  was f i f t e e n  days e a s t 
ward from  La J u n ta , was ru le d  hy a p o w e r fu l k in g . '  As f o r  th e  raan^wjio had 

v i s i t e d  C a s t i l l o  in  1650, he was n o t k in g ,  'o u t  o n ly  th e  R in g 's  l i e u t e n 
a n t . '  The Texas w ere  a s e t t le d  p e o p le , r a is e d  c ro p s  in  abundance , and w ere 
n e ig h b o rs  o f  La Gran Q u iv ir a ,  so c lo s e ,  in d e e d , th a t  th e y  v is i t e d  hack and 
f o r t h  a lm o s t d a i l y .  From w hat he had v ” a rd ,  th e y  w o u ld  g la d ly  welcome 
s e t t l e r s  and m is s io n a r ie s ,  fo r  e v e r  s in c e  C a s t i l l o ' s  day th e y  had been 
w is h in g  f o r  and e x p e c t in g  them . Even now two m essengers fro m  the  Texas were 
w a i t in g  a t  La Ju n ta  f o r  a r e p ly  to  t h e i r  re q u e s t s e n t th ro u g h  S a b a a tn ."

21 "G o v e rn o r C r iiz a te  was e n th u s ia s t ic  a t  the  p ro s p e c t o f  a new f i e l d  
f o r  e x p lo r a t io n ,  and fo rw a rd e d  S a b e a ta 's  d e c la ra t io n  to  th e  v ic e ro y  w ith  
p l e t t e r  in  w h ich  he s ta te d  t h a t  he w ou ld  c o n s id e r  i t  a g re a t tr iu m p h  i f  
"a n o th e r  Hew W o rld ’ and ''tw o Realms w i t h  two more C rowns' sh o u ld  bo added 
to  th e  k in g d o m . In  answer to  S a b e a ta 's  r e q u e s t ,  F a th e r  Lopezz.went to  La 
J u n ta , as we have a lre a d y  seen . S h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd  he was fo llo w e d  by 
M ae s tre  de Campo Jiian Dominguez de Mendoza and a s m a ll band o f  s o ld ie r s ,  
d e s t in e d  to  ’ th e  D is c o v e ry  o f  the  O r ie n t  and th e  Kingdom o f  th e  T e x a s . '
On January 1 , 1684, th e  p a r t y ,  accom panied by F a th e r  Lopez , and le a v in g  
F a th e r  Acevedo to  m in is te r  to  th e  In d ia n s  a t  La J u n ta , s e t  o u t f o r  the  
c o u n try  o f  th e  Hueees, w h ic h  th e y  fo u nd  a f t e r  g o in g  s e v e n ty  le a g u e s  n o r th  -  
ward to  th e  Pecos and th e n ce  f o r t y - le a g u e s  to w a rd  th e  e a s t .  Mendoza k e p t 
a d ia r y  o f  th e  e x p e d it io n  w h ich  i d e n t i f i e s  th e  Hueees w i t h  one o f  the  
b ra n ch e s  o f  the upper C o lo ra d o , p ro b a b ly  the  Concho, and w i th  th e  s tream  
v is i t e d  by the  e x p e d i t io n  o f  1654, f o r  Mendoza had h im s e l f  been on th a t  
jo u rn e y  and re c o g n iz e d  th e  p la c e .  M o re o v e r,' he had w i t h  h im  Hernando M a r t in ,  
who had been one o f  th e  le a d e rs  o f th e  e x p e d i t io n  o f  1650 . F o r ty  le a g u e s  
from  th e  head o f  th e  Hueees, a t  a s tream  c a l le d  th e  San C lem ente , a p p a re n t ly  
th e  C o lo ra d o , a te m p o ra ry  f o r t  and c h a p e l w ere  b u i l t .  D u r in g  the  s ta y  o f  
s e v e ra l w eeks a number o f  In d ia n s  w ere  b a p tiz e d  and n e a r ly  f i v e  thousand  
b u f f a lo  h id e s  s e c u re d . The In d ia n s  asked f o r  m is s io n a r ie s  and s e t t l e r s ,  
and b e fo re  r e tu r n in g  F a th e r  Lopez and Mendoza p rom ised  to  r e tu r n  w i t h in  a 
ye a r p rep a re d  to  g ra n t  th e  r e q u e s t . "

22 -5  "hen  F a th e r  Lopez and Mendoza re tu rn e d  to  E l Paso th e y  w e n t to  the 

C ity  ' o f  M exico . F a th e r  Lopez t r i e d  v e ry  h a rd  to g e t  m is s io n a r ie s  and. s o l 

d ie r s  to  e n te r  th e  c o u n tr y ,  s p e a k in g  in  h ig h  te rm s o f  th e  c o u n tr y .  Mendoza 

o f fe r e d ,  i f  he had o n ly  200 men from  th e  j a i l s  p ro p e r ly  e q u ip p e d , to  r e 

duce th e  In d ia n s  to  s e t t le d  l i f e .
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