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She tim e has come when a l l  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  O ld 3i»anis‘ . Tr ■ i l  . -t s e t  
to  save i t  from  d is a s te r .

I n  "-. Vi:.; years t h is  highway eys to i h&£ he:::; 0. i-lop " f ' g- p -  
dream w ith o u t  an ; s u b s ta n t ia 3. s u p p o rt o r r e c o g n it io n ,  u n t i l ,  tod . y ,_ it  da 
n a t io n a l ly  voc-oguis ed o f f i r s t  im p..-'ip  ;a , ' ' -
i t s  m ' a td t r ib u ta r y  t r u n k l in e s .  I t  has c o s t th re e  years 
s a c r i f i c e  by men vrho have g iven  u n s e l f is h ly .  - i t  f i r s t  o n l j  a l i t t l e  
r-'-'-ciro o f  3an A n to ia n s  and V/est Texans sus ta in e d  the  w o rk , elsewnere
a lo n g  the  ro u te  c la im ed  th e re  were v a r io u s  o th e r h ighw a; a s s o c ia tio n s  
s e c u rin g  suopcv . o f th e  p e o p le , ... L. in  te n  o r more s e c tio n s  t h is  h ighway  
has been marked b ;  o th e r c la im a n ts . _ "a  o th e r s e c tio n s  in d if re re a o e

r L / V g S f V

SS-P70 ' ■ ' - ' •
** • r»'>y ■ • ; ■ *: ,'r ^ m w'-‘ i ■ ’ . ' ’ . ' i • *

By the snd o f  192o th e  peop le  we: e fcching th e  v is io n  oi a g re a t  
highw ay, and f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt ras in c re a s in g . Then cam IS 21 w ith  i t s  
f in a n c ia l  de p re ss ion , memories o f  w h ich  a re  s t i l l  in  j  h e a rts
o f  a l l  b u s in ess  men. There was l i t t l e  money o r though t f o r  a d is ta n t  
he ad qu arte rs  o f  a f a r - f lu n g  p r o je c t  l i k e  t h is .  The work was k e p t a l iv e  
and g row ing  th ru  1921 because the  managing D ire c to r  gave a l l  h is  tim e ana 
drew b u t "'750 00 f o r  s e rv ic e s , and m erchants in  San A n to n io  gave c r e d its  
v.'hon th e ;  c o u ld n 't  g iv e  cash. In  the f a i l  o f  1921 h . , : n ' w a r . ,  
w eathered, moneys began to  cone in ,  accounts were b e in g  reduced, and 1922 
-..'as a t  hand w ith  m em bership-renewals due and th e  p re s t ig e  o f  c le a n  conduct 
to assu re  adequate inop e f  a l l  proper p u r j ses# and f o r  thos ie rohan ts  
and men whose g o o d -w ill, had saved th e  ? rk . Hew memberships, to o , were 
expected in  c o n e id e ra b l . volume, f o r  the  c o n s ta n t e f f o r t s  to  u n i f y  in te r e s t  
from  the A t la n t ic  to  the  i a e i f i e  was ha v in g  i t s  e f f e c t ,  and support.w as  
bro ad en ing . The m ark ing in  Texas, exceed ing  a thousand m ile s , had been • 
:.ccom pliehed in  the  m id s t o f  the ge n e ra l depression., and le s s  than  tM s  a t\ 
•yil remained to  reach a t .  . .u g u s tin o • w ith-' ; k . c o n d i t i o n s  1 9 p u t i t
ove r. One hundred and b u  p a i ie  sin'< r  to 'b e  rked in  ' eras y-and
some, s e c tio n s  . a ‘ ;1 imp *.ng, Time . . r ip e  f  aumpapand r jr v io o  t

nd t h is  was p lanned in  December 192i  f o r  e a r ly  a t te n t io n  in  1922. The 
year 1922 prom ised easy and im p o rta n t p ro g re s s , and t h is  f a i t h  is  -gmaaml 
by the  memberships signed t h is  yea r, and rhe moneys secured f o r  the 
t r a v e l- s e r v ic e  maps.
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Leaving a l l  these a s s e t-v a lu e s  to  the San L n to n io  o f f ic e  f o r  c u r re n t  
expenses and f o r  th e  payment o f  the  s ta n d in g  acco un ts , w ith  unders tand ings  
th a t  new w ork should s u p p ly  i t s  own c o s ts , Mid a s k in g  ho moneys f o r  h im 
s e l f ,  the  ' anug ing D ire c to r  l e f t  January 2, 1922 f o r  the La s t where 
c o n d it io n s  were keep ing  the p r o je c t  a b roken and unrecogn ised  h ighway.
There was no o rg a n iz a t io n  in  the  L a s t, The e a s te rn  ro a d -b u ild in g

.■■1 1 ,. ■ h a rd . . L ta to  highway :a.ps wave I c in g  p r  .... ■ .1  f - . r  the
-fe d e ra l Load Lureau v / ith  s e c tio n s  o f  t l.^  Old Spanish T r a i l  ne t in c lu d e d ,  
or e lse  in c lu d e d  w ith  
im p o rta n t s e c tio n  
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In d if fe re n c e "  g re e ted  the  Tanaging D ire c to r  a t  f i r s t ,  then those . a g io  

r a l l ie d  r i f l  ■ ja rnsr, k w s t !• . 1 a Do: La : ■ C o rf me . ..... a
h e ld  a t  mobile*, and _ g re a te r  one planned f o r  1923. The Lastv''14»» was 
s u v o ly in g  funds fo H e x p e n s iv e  work a d m in is tra t iv e  w ork, then i t  s u p p lie d  
th e  fun ds  f o r  the  LSanaging D ir e c to r 's  work a t  Washington where the  Old 
Spanish T r a i l  was f i n a l l y  p lace d  on a l l  s ta te  maps f o r  p rim a ry  a t te n t io n  
and as a p a r t  o f  the  fe d e ra l system - -  and where the ,‘a r  depart'.oont ..ops 
and th e  OST system were b ro u g h t in to  acco rd  and a s ta tem en t issued by the  
Par - e>a d. ent th e t  t h is  Ii i  g .. „ y • • 1 o* ■ ■ ;i ■ ' u. o.
a u a r t  o f  the p lan s  f o r  n a t io n a l defense — and vd.sre sena to rs  . sou pi ■
men and o th e r n a t io n a l le a d e rs  jo in e d  in  d e c la ra t io n s  a s s e r t in g  ihe

secondary r a t in g .  fe d e ra l a id  was denied pn an , 
r  .1 : - t v :


