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Ten railea across Mobile 3 a y ....S h r ee  and a h a lf  3 l l e 3  across iacanbia Bay near 
Pensacola and four a ile s  o f other bridges in North " lorida. . . .Seven n ile s  across 
Pascagoula River and B ilo x i Bay and the Bay o f 3 t .  Louis in  'riasissippi^and
tw enty-five miles o f seaw all along the Gulf Coast----- Fifteen  miles across the
Pearl F.iver basins and the foot o f  Lake Pontchartrain in Louisiana east o f  Lew 
Or lem o . . .  .One hundred n ile3  o f M ississip p i River d elta , and the M ississippi River
i t s e l f , j v e s t  o f Net; Orleans------these were the unprecedented construction problems
in the East. Building a road, which in northern States is  a nsajor cost wa3  
in  th is  country a minor problem.

V/est from Mew Orleans, to  the P a c if ic  Coast, loca l funds were being voted*, 
from 1919 on, but no S tate was yet cooperating sa t is fa c to r ily  with State and 
Federal funds. The Texas State engineer in 1922 declared no construction of 
primary tyne could be undertaken u n t i l  i t  was assured a l l  the States would con
stru ct th e ir  s e c to r s .

The iVa3hin.gton V/ork

May 1922 had arrived. ,/f Sturdy bands of crusaders were active at "'obile, at 
Pensacola^and aiiijjiifehaiimwaiootyu i along the M ississippi Coast,but no construct
ion was in  s ig h t . Then at a l i t t l e  meeting at the Battle House in Mobile,
S . H. Peck again led ou t. "We are rea liz in g  these questions must be solved at
Washington," he sa id . " If you men w i l l  stand by me I w ill  give Harral Ayres the 
funds and le t  him go. V.'e cannot so lve these problems here." Mr. Peck handed
over C900 th at afternoon. The Director made a b r ie f trip  back to  the San Antonio 
o ff ic e , the f ir s t  return since Hew Year's day, then jumped to  the Dixie Highway 
convention a t Jack sonville , Florida, and was in  V/ashington about June f i r s t .
Senator Craft and others fo r t if ie d  him with le t t e r s .  Senators and Congressmen 
at Washington, s t i l l  notable in  national a f fa ir s , soon were cooperating activ e ly . 
Senator Underwood, then Democratic leader; Congressman McDuffie of Alabama, now 
Democratic whip; and Congressman iVurzbach of San Antonio, gave the service of 
th e ir  o ff ic e s  and th eir  secre ta r ie s . A tribu te is  due those secretaries for 
th e ir  h elp fu ln ess. A month and a h a lf  were spent in Washington in unceasing 
labors, such as everyone knows who is  fam iliar with a ffa irs at the national 
ca p ita l. Most of the far-southern senators and congressmen aided.

Special conferences were opened at the Par Department. The Department was 
preparing a war map of highways needed for national defense, as information 
for the Federal and State highway o f f ic ia ls  who then were beginning to  formulate 
the national system of highways. ■ The Old Spanish Trail in the East^v but highways 
oonneeiing those seaport cities^jjorthiWHS were already mapped. Arny engineers 
believed those southern waterways would not be bridged for many yearjs and the 
"ederal Road Bureau o f f ic ia ls  at Washington frankly expressed the same opinion.
This was the some old alaim, that north-south highways were the proper o u tle ts .
■jfhe arrqy road map, then h a lf  completed, was laid  aside and the Old,Spanish Trail 
project bee£a?.a wi l'a 'wwiMw iiti eu from a m ilitary and an engineering stand
point . f  By July a ser ie s  of understandings hod been formulated and several 
unusual'declarations flashed over the wires from Washington.. . .and from then 
on construction of the Old Spanish T rail swept forward. M illions and m illions 
o f dollars flowed into great bridges and paved roads.
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These V/ashington Declarations follow;-


