
S o a n is h  H is to r y  R e se a rc h  L ib r a r y , 
11? C o lle g e  S t r e e t ,
San A n to n io .

O c to b e r  2 3 , 1933

I t  . S d g a r B . D a v is ,
I .u l in g ,  T e x a s .

D ear H r, D a v is :

T h ere  i s  im p e r is h a b le  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  th e  man -ho w i l l  c r e a t e  
a  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  t h i s  o ld  S p a n ish  h i s t o r y  a t
an  a ro u n d  t a n  A n to n io -----o f  t h i s  " S p a n ish  S o u th  T exas" f o r  San
A n to n io  and th e  H is p io n s  w ere  th e  f lo w e r in g s  o f  a  c e n tu r y  o f  
im p e r ia l  e f f o r t s  sp re a d  o v e r  a  c o n s id e r a b le  p a r t  o f  S o u th  T e x a s .

The c o s t  " o u ld  be s m a l l .  T or a  y e a r  o r  so  i t  w ould be  a  
m a t t e r  o f  c o n ta c t i n g  and e n c o u ra g in g  many i n d i v i d u a l s  s c a t t e r e d  
a b o u t  S o u th  T exas t h a t  h av e  m a t e r i a l ,  and  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  to  d i g .  
T h is  m a t e r i a l ,  woven t o g e t h e r ,  would b e  th e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  tim e 
f o r  h i s t o r y ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g s .  B an­
c r o f t  d id  t h i s  work f o r  C a l i f o r n i a .  S t e t s o n  i s  d o in g  i t ,  I am 
t o l d ,  f o r  F l o r i d a .  iiany  h av e  im m o r ta l iz e d  t h e i r  name b y  p r o ­
v id in g  f o r  th e  r e c la m a t io n  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  l u s t  su ch  r a r e  
h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  a s  t h i s  t h a t  l i e s ,  now d y in g ,  a ro u n d  San 
A n to n io .

I h a v e  opened  many c h a n n e ls .  h a v e  opened  and f u r n i s h e d  a  
l i b r a r y  w o rk sh o p . Have d a t a ,  m aps, f i l e s ,  i n d e x e s ,  and te n  
y e a r s  o f  S p a n ish  h i s t  r y  b a c k g ro u n d , and a  g e o g r a p h ic a l  know l­
edge t h a ' i s  i n v a l u a b le .  Have b e e n  d e c o ra te d , by th e  K ing  o f  
S p a in  (1930) f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  w o rk . h av e  a s s o c i a t e s  who from  tim e  
to  tim e  r e n d e r  v a lu a b le  a s s i s t a n c e  on some a n g le .  T u t t h a t  
S p a n is h  H ra  i s  to o  b i g  f o r  any  one man to  h a n d le  a s  an  i n d i v i d ­
u a l .  Such w orks e ls e w h e re  a re  a c c o m p lish e d  t h r u  o r d e r l y  o rg a n ­
i z a t i o n ,  and th e y  m ust be  h e r e .

1 h a v e  l- - id  th e  f o u n d a t io n s .  There* i s  im p e r is h a b le  r e c o g ­
n i t i o n ,  a s  I  h a v e  s a i d ,  f o r  h im  who w i l l  now h e lp  o r  s u p p o r t  
t h i s  w ork  twyP--'( th e  m a t e r i a l  i s ^ p r i n t  f o r  p o s t e r i t y .

S i n c e r e ly ,

Harral Ayres


