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A p ril 1 0 th , 1923

Mr. H. B. Ayres, 
B a t t le  House, 
M obile, Alabama.

Dear H a rra l:-

I am ju s t  in  r e c e ip t  o f your main l e t t e r  o f  th e  7 th  which 
was delayed on account o f  po stag e  due, two c e n ts .

I  have read)C the c l ip p in g s  ard  am herew ith  re tu rn in g  them.
I read  your re p o r t  very c a re fu ly  th e  second tim e . This i s  th e  
f i r s t  tim e l a t e l y  th a t  you have given me any th ing  in  d e t a i l  w ith^ 
re fe re n c e  to  your work over th e re .  I f e e l  l ik e  now th a t  I MlcindcC 

understand  i t  and a g re a t d ea l more about the  Old Spanish 
T ra i l  in  th a t  se c tio n  o f  the  coun try .

I can ’t  f ig u re  out where you a re  going to  get tim e to  
le a v e  your p ro p o s itio n  th e re  and come over here u n le ss  you make 
a t r i p  in  a t e r r i b l e  ru sh . I t  seems to  me th a t  you could use 
about two good a s s i s t a n t s ,  i f  you had them or could  get them, and get 
th a t  work a l l  financed and caught up w ith  w hile you have to  s ta y  on 
th e  job  and w&tch the  b rid g e  b u s in e ss , bu t o f  course g e t t in g  men to  
do th i s  work i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  p ro p o s it io n . Most o f  them th a t  a re  
capable o f  doing i t  have good jo b s .

You s ta te  th a t  Senator Rogers has re s ig n e d  as P re s id e n t o f  
th e  Highway Commission. Why don’t  you com m ercialize a  l i t t l e  
p o l i t i c s  and get the  Mobile people to  have Senator C ra ft made 
P re s id e n t o f the Commission? He would c e r ta in ly  make a  good one 
and would t i e  th e  Commission a  good d e a l c lo s e r  to  M obile. I t  
i s  l i t t l e  th in g s  l ik e  th i s  th a t w ill  make i t  e a s ie r  fo r  you in  
th e  fu tu re ,  bu t o f course you have had so many b ig  th in g s  to  
hand le  you p robably  d id n ’t  have tim e to  th in k  o f  l i t t l e  th in g s ,  
but a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  i s  r e a l ly  th e  b ig  th in g  when you do^i/fc from 
a tru e  an g le .

Orange County voted h er $700,000 said I sen t you a c lip p in g  
to  th a t  e f f e c t .

Shreve has been t ie d  up in  Houston now fo r  two weeks except 
he ran  down to  Beaumont and Orange on the  t r a i n  and secured eleven 
ads and th i s  w i l l  enable us to  go ahead and get out the S ection  
Map as  soon as he can f in is h  up some o f  the  uncom pleted towns be
tween Houston and San A ntonio. I I

I  am a f r a id  we w ill  n o t be ab le  to  make th e  Houston-Browns^ 
v i l l e  t r i p  b e fo re  n ex t week, p rov ided  i t  d o e s n 't  r a in  anymore.


