
department of agriculture,
Masblngton, £>. C.

May G, 1917.

Mr. P. H. S. P h i l l i p s ,  S e c r e ta r y .
The T a l la h a s s e e  B o o s te r s ' C lub ,

F i r s t  n a t i o n a l  Bank Blag.,
T a l la h a s s e e ,  F l a .

D e ar U r. P h i l l i p s :

Your l e t t e r  o f  May f i f t h  was r e c e iv e d  j u s t  a s  th e  

A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e ta r y  was le a v in g  th e  c i t y .  He a sh ed  me to  

say  to  you th a t  he  r e g r e t s  v e ry  much t h a t  h e  w i l l  b e  un 

a b le  t o  d e l i v e r  a n  a d d re s s  a t  th e  Gld S p a n ish  T r a i l  Con

v e n t io n ,  to  be h e ld  i n  y o u r  c i t y  Hay 1 3 -1 9 . He a p p r e c i a t e s  

you r k in d  i n v i t a t i o n ,  h o w ev er, and  r e g r e t s  t h a t  sp ea k in g  

engagem ents a l r e a d y  a r ra n g e d  f o r  a b o u t t h i s  tim e  w i l l  p re v e n t 

h i s  com ing S o u th . Owing to  th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  work a t  t h i s  

t im e , a l s o ,  i t  w ould h a r d ly  b e  p o s s ib l e  f o r  him  to  f i l l  an  

engagem ent so f a r  aw ay from  'W ashington , a s  im p o r ta n t m a t

t e r s  a r e  a r i s i n g  d a i l y  w hich  r e q u i r e  h i s  p re s e n c e  a t  th e  

o f f i c e -

V ery  t r u l y  y o u rs ,

E x e c u tiv e  C le rk .

P .S .  -  I w ould s u g g e s t  t h a t  you com m unicate w ith  " r .  ? . H.
R o lf s ,  D i r e c to r  o f  E x te n s io n , C o lle g e  o f  A g r ic u l tu r e ,  
G a in e s v i l l e ,  F lo r id a ,  and i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s ib l e  th a t  
h e  may be ab le , to  f u r n i s h  you w ith  a  good s p e a k e r  
fo r  t h i s  o c c a s io n .  As you p ro b a b ly  know, th e  D e p a r t
ment c o o p e r a te s  d i r e c t l y  w i th  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e s  
i n  c a r r y in g  ou t t h e i r  work in  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s .


