
in  the ease o f farm work and a s ,  accord ing  to  r e p o r ts , has a c tu a lly  been 

done in  Europe/ Roads b u i l t  in  t h is  maimer, although p rim arily  for  war 

purp oses, would be o f  immense value a f t e r  the war - undoubtedly o f s u f 

f i c i e n t  va lue to  render the co st o f co n stru c tio n  a p r o f ita b le  investm ent 

from a commercial p o in t of v iew .

" F in a lly , w ith  the unquestioned n e c e s s ity  fo r  having more roads 

and b e tte r  ro a d s, n ot only for m arketing and d is tr ib u t in g  the products o f  

the f i e ld s  and farms and tak in g  care of the in creased  production  in  a l l  

l i n e s  which the conduct of the war w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e ,  but a ls o  m i l i t a r ie s ,  

th ere  seems to  be no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  the cu rta ilm ent o f  road work th a t  

has been threaten ed  in  some l o c a l i t i e s .  On the co n tra ry , th ere  would seem 

to  be every reason  for  g rea ter  a c t i v i t y  than ever b e fo re . But in  i t s  p ros

ecu tio n  unusiial e f f o r t s  should be made to  secure e f f i c i e n t  and econom ical 

work, not only to  secure good roads a t  th e  lo w est p o s s ib le  c o s t ,  but to  

conserve the m a ter ia ls  and labor for  which th ere  w i l l  be so many other  

demands." IMPORTANCE OF OLD SPANISH TRAIL

7/g ile  the fo reg o in g  e d i t o r ia l  does not r e fe r  to  the Old Spanish  

T ra il by name, i t  o b v io u sly  p la c e s  i t  among the most im portant m ilita r y  

highways o f  the N a tio n , and as the w r iter  so c le a r ly  p o in ts  o u t, now i s  

the opportune tim e for the F ederal Government to  jo in  hands w ith  s e v e r a l  

S ta te s  in  making i t  a fa c to r  o f n a t io n a l d efen se  in  tim e o f war, as w e ll  

as a promoter o f p r o sp e r ity  to  the in h a b ita n ts  o f the country through 

which i t  p a s s e s .

Highway co n str u c tio n  i s  the only form of n a t io n a l defen se  which 

w i l l  pay back a d ividend  on the money in v e s te d . Each m ile  o f n a t io n a l  

highway w i l l  pay fo r  i t s e l f  in  a com paratively  sh ort penfeod o f t im e , and 

y e t  the F ed era l Government has not u n t i l  r e c e n t ly  g iven  i t  p r a c t ic a l  con

s id e r a t io n .


