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S an ta  Cruz V a lle y  s o u th  o f  Tucson and t h a t  s p le n d id  group o f m is s ie s  
o f th e  IJo g a les—Tucson d i s t r i c t  fo llo w e d . M ission  e f f o r t s  from 
th a t  s e a t  were ex ten d ed  down th e  G ila  i R iv e r  to  Yurau. Thru
more th a n  two c e n tu r ie s  m is s io n  works and e x p lo r a t io n s  th re a d e d  
th e  co u n try  from F lo r id a  to  C a l i fo rn ia -

In  1699 th e  F rench  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f th e  M is s i s s ip p i  V a lle y  t>y 
s e t t le m e n t  a t  B ilo x i on th e  C u lf  o f Mexico and s p l i t  th e  S p an ish  
dom inion in  tw o. In  1718 th e  F rench  s e t t l e d  Hew O rle a n s ; th e  
same y e a r  th e  S p an ish  s e t t l e d  San A n to n io . In  1763 S p a in  a c q u ire d  
th e  L o u is ia n a  t e r r i t o r y  by t r e a t y  and to o k  p o s s e s s io n  in  1769 and 
a g a in  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  South  and 'V est. The same y e a r ,  1769, th e  
o c c u p a tio n  o f C a l i f o r n ia  began w ith  th e  m iss io n  a t  San D iego .
Then fo llo w ed  th a t  rem arkab le  ch a in  of m iss io n s  ■ : t he  P a c i f i c  
C o as t, m iss io n s  no more rem arkab le  how ever th a n  th o s e  s o u th  o f 
Tucson, A rizo n a  and th o se  a round  San A n to n io , T exas. In  1776 
San F ra n c isc o  was s e t t l e d  by o v e rlan d  m arch from th e  Tucson d i s t r i c t  
and down th e  G ila  t r a i l .  ’.‘/hen th e  t h i r t e e n  s t a t e s  w ere f i g h t in g  
f o r  independence S p a in  governed  em p ires  s o u th  and w est and was 
p e a c e fu l ly  b u ild in g  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  m is s io n s .

F lo r id a  was S p an ish  u n t i l  1881 ex cep t f o r  an  E n g lis h  p e r io d  
1763—1783. S pa in  so ld  O ld L o u is ia n a  back  to  F rance  in  1800; 
H aooleon s o ld  to  th e  U .S. in  1803. Texas won independence in  1836. 
and became th e  K epttb lic o f  T exas; Texas annexed w ith  th e  U .S. in  
1845. The M exican "far was 1846-47 . Hew M exieo-~.nrizona.-~ 
S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n ia  t e r r i t o r y  was ceded  by Mexico in  1848. ' The 
Gadsden P u rch ase  o f  rem ain in g  p a r t s  com pleted  th e  so u th e rn  boundary  
in  1853.

The F iv e  G rea t M ission  C e n te rs

F ive m iss io n  and c o lo n iz a t io n  .trsrrfHxs d i s t r i c t s  w ere e x te n s iv e ly  
d eve loped  w ith in  th e  £X±te&cistefcBs: p re s e n t  U n ited  S t a t e s — S t .  Augus
t i n e  and n o r th e rn  F lo r id a ;  The Rio Grande V a lle y , S a n ta  Fe to  Dl va s o ; 
San A ntonio  and s o u th e a s te r n  T exas; th e  S a n ta  Cruz V a lle y  in  M exico- \ 
a n d -n o r th  th r u  U ogsles  t o  Tucson; San Diego and th e  C a l i f o r n ia  
C o ast. C hains o f  m iss io n s  and s e t t le m e n ts  n o rth w ard  th r u  Mexico 
m a in ta in e d  the com m unications w ith  th e s e  f r o n t i e r s .  In  th o s e  la n d s  
th e  p ad res  sough t r i c h e s  to  la y  up in  heaven and th e  coriquistadoreFS 
so u g n f r i ’ches f o r  p e rs o n a l g lo ry  and o f te n  found d i s a s t e r  f o r  t h e i r  
v a in  b u t rom an tic  s e a rc h . How a new race  i s  f in d in g  r ic h e s  in  th e  
c r u c ib le s  o f  in d u s tr y .

The j j d  T r a i l s

From Mexico n o rth w ard , l i k e  th e  r i b s  o f a f a n ,  t r a i l s  developed  
in to  Camino R ea ls  (K ing’s Highways) o f th e  S p a n ia rd s ; one n o r th 
eastw ard  th r u  San A n to n io , th en  to  H acogdoches and U atch ito ch .es  and 
on to -M o b ile  and P e n sa c o la  and to ' S t .  m u gustine ; one th r u  P i  Paso 
to  S a n ta  ^e and th e  Hew Mexico t e r r i t o r y ;  one th r u  N ogales end up th e  
S a n ta  Cruz V a lley  to  Tucson and th e  A rizo n a  t e r r i t o r y ,  and w estw ard  
th r u  Yuma to  San D iego and C a l i f o r n i a .  Up th e  C a l i f o r n i a  C oast 

i s  th e  Onraino R eal o f C a l i f o r n ia  song and s to r y  where th o s e  tw ony-
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