
The b ind ing o f th is  book is a  reproduc
tion  o f the b ind ings on the old records 
o f the Spanish M issions scattered a long  
T he Old Spanish  Trail from Florida to 
C alifornia, THE AUTHOR.

the OLD SPANISH TRAIL

ROM Florida to California, in days long past,
A Trail was made thru forests and over prairies vast;
Across mighty rivers whose waters flowed southw ard to th e sea;
Over mountains, high and rocky; thru silences— lik e E tern ity .
From ocean to ocean it reaches, spanning a continent,
A Trail of romance and history, of devotion and sen tim ent.
Four Hundred Years of H istory! The old relics a long  th e  w ay
Fascinate the marveling traveler w ith the heroism  of a  hygone day.
Along this highway, primeval, dotted here and there,
From Florida to California the Spanish M issions share
In the great work of civilization, w hich cam e forth as th e Tr;

passed  on , v
Quickly subdueing the darkness, when the ligh t of C hristian ity

dawned

Along this highway traveled adventurers, exp lo iers, priest 
While wild beasts and wilder Indians th e haidships^and^dan*,

Ponce de Leon, in Florida, sought th e  fabled F ou n ta in  o f Y outh , 
The first European of the m ainland of th e U nited S ta tes by p i oof. 
At Tampa Bay landed De Soto in fifteen  th irty-n in e;
Plunging into the w ilderness, cut a trail thru th ick et and v in e . 
Three years they searched for treasure th at did n o t abound. 
Penetrating far to the westward of the m ighty  river h e  found.


