
MINUTES OF ANNUAL CONVENTION OLD SPANISH TRAIL 
ASSOCIATION. HELD AT GULFPORT. M ISSISSIPPI, 

Jan u a ry  38 -39 , 1931.

O f f ic e r s  p r e s id in g :
F i r s t  S e s s io n :-  II. A. McDonald, Beaumont, T exas. 
Second S e s s io n :;  F rank  S u t t e r ,  P ass C h r i s t i a n ,  M ias.

The co n v en tio n  was c a l l e d  to  o rd e r  a t  3 :00  P. M. Ja n u a ry  38 , 
1931, a t  th e  G reat S o u th e rn  H o te l ,  G u lfp o r t ,  M is s i s s ip p i ,  th e  

.Managing D i r e c to r ,  .H a r ra l  B. A y re s , San A n to n io , T exas, a c t in g  as 
tem porary  chairm an in  th e  absence  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t .

Mr. A yres in  open ing  tli;: co n v en tio n  d e l iv e r e d  a  message from 
H arry  L. M i l l e r ,  'P r e s id e n t ,  e x p la in in g  h ie  ab sen ce  and w ish in g  th e  
d e le g a te s  a  s u c c e s s fu l  c o n v e n tio n .

Hugh A. McDonald, o f  Beaumont, y e x a s , was nom inated  and 
e le c te d  chairm an fo r  th e  s e s s io n .  He a c c e p te d  w ith  a  few w e ll 
chosen words end fo rm a lly  opened th e  m eetin g  fo r  th e  t r a n s a c t io n  
o f  b u s in e s s .

In  th e  mbnonce o f  tb s  S e c r e ta r y ,  H arry  J .  V ogel, Son A to n ic , 
T exas, was a p p o in te d  s e c r e ta r y  p ro  tem pore .

Mayor C h a rle s  R. Hayden o f  G u lfp o r t was in tro d u c e d  end w el
comed th e  d e le g a te s  to  G u lfp o r t and th e  G u lf C o a s t. Ho s ta te d , thss 
he was a  man o f  a c t io n  r a t h e r  th a n  words and d e s i r e d  to  oeo some
th in g  in  th e  way o f 'a c t i o n  accom plished  d u rin g  th e  c o n v e n tio n .

M anaging D ire c to r  H a rra l  E. A yres su b m itted  a  r e p o r t  o f  th e  
work o f  th e  p a s t  y ear'W hich  was a c c e p te d  and a d o p te d .

S en a to r J4hn  C r a f t ,  M obile , A labama, was in tro d u c e d  and made m 
a d d re s s  c o v e r in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  t h i s  c o n t in e n ta l  highw ay to  th e  
v a r io u s  com m unities th ro u g h  which i t  p a s s e s  and urged  th e  d e le g a te s  
to  see  t h a t  i t  was p ro p e r ly  su p p o r te d . Ho im pressed  on th e  assem
b le d  d e le g a te s  th e  w onderfu l h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e  o f  th e  highway to  th e  
N atio n  and a ls o  spoke o f  th e  v a r io u s  b i l l s  t n a t  were b e in g  i n t r o 
duced in  C ongress r e l a t i n g  to  th e  ro ad  b u i ld in g  program o f  th e  
n a t io n  a.:? a  whole.

At t h i s  tim e  announcem ent was made by Chairman McDonald th a t  
a  d e le g a t io n  from S t .  Tammany P a r i s h ,  j .o u l i io n a ,  was p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  
d e le g a t io n  h av in g  t r a v e le d  f i f t y  m ile s  by autom obile, and tw e lv e  
m ile s  by b a rg e  to  a t t e n d .  He a ls o  s t a te d  th a t  t h i s  d e le g a t io n  
would have to  r e tu r n  to  S l i d e l l ,  L o u is ia n a , t h a t  n ig h t .  D r. J .  K. 
G r i f f i t h ,  S l i d e l l ,  L o u is ia n a , was g iv e n th e  f l o o r .  R ep o rtin g  fo r  
S t Tammany P a r i s h  he s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  p eo p le  th e r e  were go ing  to  
p u t th e  Old S pan ish  T r a i l  a c ro s s  th e  swampc in  t h e i r  p a r i s h .  A 
s p e c ia l  ro a d  d i s t r i c t  has been form ed, ev ery  v o te r  v i s i t e d ,  and on 
F e b ru a ry -15 , 1931, th e y  would v o te  th ro u g h  ro a d  bonds fo r  $250 ,000 .'

- 1 - I


