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THE GREATEST BUSINESS IK THE WORLD 
By H arral A y res , Managing D ir ec to r  Old Spanish  T r a i l

San A noonio , T ex a s , November 1928----The m ost v a lu a b le  b u s in e s s  fo r  a

community i s  th e  Am erican t o u r i s t  and t r a v e l  b u s in ess  but i t  i s  a b u sin ess  

th ao  m ust be sou gh t i n t e l l i g e n t l y , I t  has a lrea d y  grown to  g ig a n t ic  pro­

p o r tio n s  and i t  b r in g s  to  a community a s tea d y  supply o f  ca sh . L oca l crops  

may f a i l  bu t th e  A m erican t r a v e l  movement keeps on s t e a d i ly  in  i t s  chosen  

c h a n n e ls . S t a t i s t i c s  r e s p e c t in g  au tom ob ile  t r a v e l  are becom ing w e ll  authen­

t ic a t e d  but th e  f ig u r e s  a re  so  am azing p eo p le  h e s i t a t e  to  a c cep t them .

We know th e r e  a r e  2 $ ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  m otor v e h ic le s  now in  th e  U nited  S t a t e s .

The A .A.A. and o th e r  au to  c lu b s  ro u tin g  t r a v e le r s  now t o t a l  n e a r ly  1200. In  

a d d it io n  t r a v e l  bureaus are  m ain ta in ed  by g r e a t  new spapers, m agazin es , banks, 

chambers o f  commerce, departm ent s t o r e s ,  and numerous o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  

R eports show th e r e  a r e  4 0 , COO,000 t o u r i s t  t r a v e le r s  a n n u a lly  and th ey  spend a 

t o t a l  o f  two b i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s .

Y/e know a  d o l la r  r e c e iv e d  p a s se s  th rou gh  m any.hands. E conom ists t e l l  us

th e  a verage  c i r c u la t io n  v a lu e  o f  a d o l l a r . t o . t h e  community i s  seven  d o l la r s .

On t h i s  p r in c ip le  th e  two b i l l i o n s  sp en t an n u a lly  by th e  4-0 ,000 ,000  auto t r a v e l ­

ers  r e p r e s e n t fo u r t e e n  b i l l i o n s  o f  d o l la r s  c ir c u la t io n  v a lu e s  to  th e  communi­

t i e s .

The U .S . Departm ent o f  Commerce r e c e n t ly  announced th a t  th e  p a ssp o rts  

is su e d  3o f a r  t h i s  y e a r  in d ic a t e  n in e  hundred m il l io n s  w i l l  be sp en t in  

fo r e ig n  c o u n tr ie s  d u rin g  1928. W ith th e  p ro g ress  o f  paved highways th e  

tend en cy  t o  "go to  Europe" w i l l ,  l e t  us h op e, be r e s tr a in e d .

The au tom ob ile  tru n k  l i n e  tod ay  i s  more a t t r a c t iv e  fo r  t r a v e l  th an  th e  

r a i lr o a d .  Every ca r  owner knows how muoh he p r e fe r s  to  "jump in  h is  car and 

go" th an  t r a v e l  by t r a i n .  M oreover, th e  home see k e r  and th e  in v e s to r  can


