
San A ntonio , Texas 
May 5 th , 1925.

Mr. W. J3« Lea,
Orange, Texas.

Dear Mr. Lea:

E nclosed  I s  copy o f  telegram  ju s t  f i l e d  to  you. A lso  
copy of l e t t e r  fo r  your c o n f id e n t ia l  in form ation  th a t i s  being  
sen t to  Texas e d it o r s .

I t  seems a b so lu te ly  c e r ta in  th e  Old Spanish  T r a il organi­
za tio n  cannot be held  to g e th er  i f  t h i s  re-nam ing i s  p e r s is te d  
in .  A lready the fin a n c in g  o f  im portant work i s  h eld  up. At 
the g u lfp o r t con vention  yon spoke o f  th e  lu r e  and a t t r a c t io n  o f  
the Old Spanish T ra il name. Through a l l  my years o f  connection  
w ith  t h i s  p r o je c t the lu re  o f  th is  name has been emphasized con­
s t a n t ly  by people a l l  over the U nited S ta t e s .  We have made 
th a t name n a t io n a lly  known. I t  w i l l  be a f e a r f u l  blunder now 
to  d estroy  a l l  th a t  has been done in  b e h a lf  o f  the Old Spanish  
T ra il a s a n a tio n a l highway.

Wish you cou ld  help  ad v ise  me in  t h i s  s i t u a t io n .

S in c e r e ly  you rs.

E» B. A yres,
OST Managing D irec to r .
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