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The Old Spanish T rail was not e a s ily  transformed into a modern road. Mobile 
people began in  1915 to  promote in ter est for an automobile road through the 
Gulf of Mexico country between New Orleans and the Florida East Coa3t. ”/eat 
from New Orle-ns was a land o f darkness to  those people at that tim e. I t  seens 
apparent a rote that could be constructed e a s ily  was the f i r s t  thought rather than 
to  follow the ancient t r a i l  of the Spanish fathers through North Florida. This 
ancient t r a i l  was near the Gulf o f Mexico and offered d if f ic u l t  construction  
problems. 3ut through a l l  those organizing years crusaders rose who battled  
for a l l  the h is to r ic a l in teg r ity  a modern highway could a tta in  and those crusaders 
continued u n t i l  the modern Old Spanish Trail was o f f ic ia l ly  laid  from Florida to  
C alifornia through the lands o f the Spanish exp lorers, conquerors, co lon izers, 
v iceroys, governors, padres and o thers, and u n t i l  paved roads and great bridges, 
costing more than 5100,000,000, assured the pleasures of th ese Spanish Borderlands 
to  American tra v e l.

Organization Meeting at Mobile

The convention to  organize Irasi at Mobile, Alabama, December 10-11, 1915. It 
is  recorded that IjS  delegates were from Florida; 27^ from Alabama;, one from 
M ississipp i; f iv e  from Louisiana (New Orleans); one from Arizona. A promotion 
map published prior to  the convention shows that South Georgia was proposed 
for the route eastward; th at route offered easy waterway crossings compared 
with the old King's Highway ( Camino Real in  Spanish) through North Florida .be
tween'Saint Augustine and Pensacola. Floridians attended the convention in  
force to  assure the adoption of the h is to r ic  route regardless o f physical 
d if f ic u l t ie s  and costs presented by those rivers and bays o f the coastal country. 
They stopped at 'rarianna, Florida, and held a convention of th eir  own and re
solved to  crusade for the ancient camino r e a l . At the Nobile convention they 
strenously plead th eir cause and the Old Spanish Trail project a3 o f f ic ia l ly  
launched was laid through Florida to  Mobile along the t r a i l  o f the Spanish 
pioneers. From Mobile to  New Orleans i t  followed the t r a i l  of the French and 
the Spanish. Thus, a t the beginning h is to r ic a l in tegr ity  became the policy  
rather than mere expediency.

They were crusaders then, dreaming dreams as did the crusaders of o ld . No 
connected road ex isted V ien g  that Gulf of Mexico country. The river3 and bays 
and th eir basins from New Orleans eastward would require, as present construction  
shows, over th ir ty  miles of bridges and .viawuato with costs running into, tens of 
m illions of d o llar s. The present era o f highly organized highway departments 
and of State road laws had not yet arrived. 3ecause o f these big waterways 
the c i t ie s  and country were units on sem i-islands with but l i t t l e  acquaintance with 
one another; th eir  communications were along those waterways, not across them.
I t was a dream of unlicensed enthusiasms to  then hope for a modern highway through 
that country. The Spanish conquistadores and padres could tra v e l about in  th eir  
prim itive way but seven years were to  pass before the governments admitted the 
n ractica b ility  of an automobile highway. Then southern capacity for achievement 
rose to  majestic heights and m illions of dollars were made available and super
highways and -bridges were b u ilt .  During those years crusading forces grew in 
stren g th .' I t  is  the crusader that supplies the impulses th at force progress.


