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D ear M r. V a i l s ,

I  a sk e d  A. W. G r a n t ,  M anaging E d i to r  o f  th e  EXPRESS, f o r  
th e  name o f  th e  one in  L aredo  who r e a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  th e  o ld  S p a n ish  
h i s t o r y ,  and he t o l d  me of yo u .

F o r  a  lo n g  w h i le  v a r io u s  l i t t l e  g ro u p s  have been  w o rk in g  
w i th  me, q u i e t l y  d ig g in g  o u t th e  S p a n ish  H is to r y  s p e c i a l l y  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h i s  S p a n ish  S o u th  T e x a s . N ot an e a s y  t a s k ,  b u t  b y  e n c o u ra g in g  
and h e lp in g  e a c h  g ro u p , o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  s t i c k  to  a  d e f in e d  
a n g le  we a re  g e t t i n g  som ewhere . I  have n eed ed  f o r  some tim e i n f o r ­
m a tio n  o u t  o f  L a re d o , and  someone to  p u t q u e s t io n s  to  on o c c a s io n s .
I  know th e  g r e a t  S p a n ish  t r a i l  was th r u  L a re d o , and t h a t  th e  t r a i l  
t h r u  P r e s i d i o  d e l  R io  was m in o r .  In  t h i s  I  ru n  c o u n te r  to  m ost 
w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y .  W r i te r s  c o n s t a n t l y  s in g  o f  th e  g r e a t  Camino R e a l 
t o  M exico c i t y  t h r u  P r e s i d i o  d e l  R io ; some o f them  have i t  th e  
g r e a t  M oetezuma 'Way. The D .A .R . h a s  m arked i t  t h r u  T exas w ith  g r a n i t e  
m a rk e r s .  The S t a te  H ighway D ep artm en t h a s  b e e n  d i r e c t e d  to  r e c o n ­
s t r u c t  i t .  At th e  n e x t  h ighw ay m ee tin g  I  t h in k  you w i l l  s e e  some 
c o n t r a c t s  l e t  on t h i s  c am in o JR eal in  n o r t h e a s t  T ex a s . But i t  was 
t h r u  L are d o  th e  g r e a t  c a r a v a n s ,  g r e a t  l e a d e r s ,  g r e a t  p a d r e s ,  and  
o f f i c i a l  d i s p a tc h  r i d e r s ,  t r a v e l e d  m o s t .  S a l t i l l o  n o t  M onclova was 
a c o n t r o l .  O f f i c i a l  d i s p a tc h e s  b e tw een  th e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  T e x a s , an d  
th e  p a d r e s  in  T e x a s , and th e  o f f i c i a l s  down in  M exico w ere  v e r y  
n u m ero u s , and th o s e  r i d e r s  and t h e i r  co nvoys fo u n d  t h e i r  p e r i l o u s  
way o v e r  t h i s  t r a i l .

I  p o s s e s s  t o p o g r a p h ic a l  maps o f  So tith  T ex a s . My a s s o c i a t e s  
on t h i s  p h a se  o f  t h i s  work have been  s u p p l i e d  w ith  c o p ie s  f o r  t h e i r  
l o c a l i t y .  W ith th e s e  maps in  f r o n t  o f  us we a re  a o le  to  f i t  in  many 
f ra g m e n t o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  o th e r w is e  w o u ld  be u n re c o g n iz e d  an d  p a s s e d  
and  f o r g o t t e n .  In  some o ld  S p a n ish  c o u n t r i e s  w o rk e rs  a r e  d o in g  much 
la n d  t i t l e  and o th e r  r e s e a r c h .  The e n c lo s e d  map i s  m arked a c c o rd in g  
t o  w e l l - a u t h e n t i c a t e d  i n f o r m a t io n .  The j u n c t io n  p o i n t  s o u th  o f 
Jo u rd a n to n  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c le a r e d  up b u t  we know a b o u t w here i t  m ust 
be and th e  f o l k s  down th e r e  w i l l  h e lp  us . I  have t r a n s l a t i o n s  cf o ld  
d i a r i e s  t h a t  a l s o  h e lp .  T h ere  i s  much to  be c l e a r e d  up i n  th e  G o lia d  
a r e a  b u t  th e  f o l k s  t h e r e  a re  h e lp i n g .

L ared o  sh o u ld  have much t h a t  w i l l  h e lp  and  M r. G ra n t w as 
q u i te  c o n f id e n t  you w ould h ave  r e a l  s o u rc e  in f o r m a t io n  o r  w ould know 
who w ould  h ave  i t  and w o u ld  c o o p e r a te .

Too many p e o p le  in  San A n to n io  t h in k  t h a t  b e c a u se  S a n ta  
Anna and some T exans h ad  t h a t  e p ic  f i g h t  t h a t  a l l  T exas h i s t o r y  
b e g in s  and en d s  i n  t h a t  e p is o d e  . R e c e n tly  some d e a r  l a d i e s  c h id e d  
me f o r  sp e n d in g  so much tim e  on " d i r t y  S p a n ia r d s  when su ch  t h r i l l i n g  
h i s t o r y  w as a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  F a l l  o f  th e  Alamo an d  th e  h e r o e s  t h a t  
d ie d  t h e r e . "  They n a iv e l y  ad d ed  t h a t  m o st o f  them  w ere  g e n tle m e n  and 
s c h o l a r s .  T hat ep o ch  was g r e a t  and  v i t a l  b u t  t h a t  S p a n ish  c e n tu r y  
was a  r e m a rk a b le  one and  i f  a  g ro u p  can  be  h e ld  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  th e  
b ro a d  b a s i c  h i s t o r y  i s  t o l d  o f  t h a t  c e n t u r y ,  o t h e r s  w i l l  go on w ith  
th e  w ork j u s t  a s  many h av e  k e p t  s p r e a d in g  th e  o ld  S p a n is h  s t o r y  o f 
C a l i f o r n i a  s in c e  th e  b a s i c  h i s t o r y  was p u b l i s h e d .

I  am n o t  u n m in d fu l of th e  t a s k  o f  g e t t i n g  in to  th e  open 
th e  t r u e  s t o r y  o f  S p a n is h  e f f o r t s  in  T exas b u t  in  s ix t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  
waaft g ro u p s  a re  w o rk in g  w i th  me, a n d  we a r e  g e t t i n g  some good r e s u l t s  
. . v . . o r  I  am v e r y  wrong in  my c o n c l u s i o n s .  I  h ave  been  a b le  to  draw  
f o r t h  some f i n e  t a l e n t .

The T ex as C e n te n n ia l  w i l l  be in  1936 . I  b e l i e v e  i f  we can  
g e t  th e  s t o r y  o f  th e  o ld  t r a i l s ,  an d  t h e i r  c o u r s e ,  w e l l  t o l d ,  t h a t  
th e  w hole  s t o r y  o f th o s e  dynam ic S p a n ish  e m p ire  b u i l d e r s  w i l l  be 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  v i s i t o r s .  T h ere  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  l e a d e r s  i n  th e  Cen­
t e n n i a l  movement who a r e  t h in k in g  w i th  me in  t h i s .  P e o p le  h e re


