
J. F. G A L L O W A Y
CIVIL  ENGINEER 

G U L F P O R T .  M I S S .

March 30, 1933.

Mr. H. P. A yres,  S e c r e t a r y ,  
S pan ish  T r a i l  A s s n . ,
Mobile, Alabama.

Dear S i r :

I n o t i c e  t h e r e  i s  c n s i d e r a b l e  a c t i v i t y  
a t  t h i s  time to  push to  com pletion  th e  S pan ish  T r a i l  
from New O rleans  to. Mobile . I know you have en coun te red  
many d i f f i c u l t i e s  and th a t  the  h ig h  c o s t  o f b r id g in g  the  
numerous s t ream s i n t e r s e c t i n g  th e  ro u te  i s  a  v e ry  s e r io u s  
one, and 7 am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  in  o rd e r  to  p u t  you in  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  some f a c t s  which I le a r n e d  in  co n n ec t io n  
w i th  a  r a i l r o a d  su rv ey  from G u lfp o r t  to  Covington in  1913, 
on which su rv ey  I was F i r s t  A s s i s t a n t  E ng ineer ,

I u n d ers tan d  .h a t  th e  b r id g e  a c ro s s  Bay S t .  Lcui3 
w i l l  c o s t  a l a r g e  sum of  money and the  in fo rm a t io n  which I 
w ish  to  subm it w i l l  e l im in a te  e i g h t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  of t h i s  
c o s t ,  i f  fo l low ed . I u n d e rs tan d  t h a t  the  f i n a l  l o c a t i o n  of 
th e  S panish  T a a i l  a c ro s s  P e a r l  R iv e r  Swamp s t r i k e s  M is s i s s ip p i  
a t  a  p o in t  f i v e  o r  s i x  m i le s  n o r th  o f  Loqtown, and i f  t h a t  
i s  the  case  i t  w i l l  connect d i r e c t l y  w ith  th e  p r e s e n t  graded 
road  from G a in s v i l l e  ru n n in g  S o u th e a s t e r l y  to  ’rcCloud'B 
F e r r y  on Jo rdan  R iv e r .  I f  t h i s  road should  be p r o j e c te d  s t i l l  
f u r t h e r  sou th eas tw ard  i t  cou ld  be made to  c ro s s  Jo rdan  R iv e r  
a t  a p o in t  c a l l e d  H ickory  Landing, The r i v e r  a t  t h i s  p o in t  
i s  about f i v e  hundred f e . . t  wide and has a maximun d ep th  of 
tw e n ty - f iv e  f e e t  w i th  a  h a rd ,  f i rm  bottom, th e  banks o f  which 
on bo th  s i d e s  a re  re a s o n a b ly  h ig h  and a f f o r d  f i n e  approaches 
f o r  the  read .  From t h i s  p o in t  to  the Main County Highway of 
H a r r i so n  County i s  about fo u r  m ile s  and th e  c o u n try  i3  h igh  
r i d g e ,  p in e  lan d  w i th  no d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  what­
ev e r .  The same i s  t r u e  o f  th e  proposed  road bed on the  west 
bank of Jordan  R iv e r  and a  road c o n s t r u c te d  a lo n g  t h i s  l i n e  
w i l l  a lm ost l i e  to  an a i r l i n e  from P e a r l  R iv e r  to  th e  H a rr i so n  
County Coast Line, The Bay S t .  Louis s e c t o r  w i l l  a l s o  be 
tak en  c a re  of a s  t h e r e  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  a  s h e l l  road l e a d in g  
S o u th e a s t  from KcCloud’ s F e r r y  from Jordan  R iv e r  to  Bay S t .  
L o u is ,  and w i l l  be ap p ro x im a te ly  seven m i le s  from th e  i n t e r ­
s e c t i o n  of t h i s  s h e l l  road f o r  th e  proposed ro u te  to  Bay S t.  
Louis .  With th e  new ro u te  the  d i s t a n c e  from. Bay S t .  T.ouis 
to  Long Beach w i l l  be twenty-two m i le s .  I t  new r e q u i r e s  
ap p ro x im a te ly  one and o n e - f o u r th  hours  to  g e t  a c ro s s  Bay S t.  
Louis by F e r r y  and about one d o l l a r  and f i f t y  c e n t s  f e r r a g e .  
Under th e  new c o n d i t i o n s ,  which x have su g g e s t rd ,  th e  people  
in  Bay S t .  Louis can reach  Long Beach in  l e s s  time and a t  
much l e s s  c o s t ,  b e s id e s  t h i s  th e  b r id g e  a c ro s s  Jordan  R iv e r  
w i l l  be b e t t e r  lo c a t e d  and p r a c t i c a l l y  f r e e  from storm damage 
w h i le  a b r id g e  a c ro s s  Bay S t .  Louis w i l l  be a  co n t in u ed  source


