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1 "Though i t  i s  n o t commonly known, Texa.s had i t s  sha re  in  th e  rom ance, 

and m yth , and f a b le  w h ic h  e ve ryw h e re  a tte n d e d  th e  S p a n ish  co n q u e s t in  

A m e ric a , In  F lo r id a  th e  S p a n ia rd s  so u g h t th e  F o u n ta in  o f  Y o u th * in  

S ou th  A m erica  th e  G ild e d  Man ( E l  D o ra d o ): on th e  w es t c o a s t o f  M exico 

the  I s le  o f  th e  Amazons.; in  A r iz o n a  and New M exico  th e  Seven C i t ie s  o f  

C ib o la ; -o n  th e  C a l i f o r n ia  c o a s t th e  S t r a i t  o f  A n ia n ,  L ik e w is e ,  in  Texas 

th e y  sea rched  f o r  th e  Kingdom o f  Gran Q u iv ir a ,  where "e v e ry o n e  had t h e i r  

o rd in a ry  d is h e s  made o f  w ro u g h t p la te ,  and th e  ju g s  and h o w ls  were o f  

g o ld " :  f o r  th e  Seven H i l l s  o f  the  A i ja d o s ,  o r  A ix a o s , where g o ld  was so

p l e n t i f u l  t h a t  " th e  n a t iv e s  no t kn o w in g  any o f  th e  o th e r  m e ta ls ,  make o f  

i t  e v e ry th in g  th e y  need, such as v e s s e ls  and th e  t i n s  o f  a rro w s  and la n c e s  

fo r  th e  S ie r ra  fo r  C e rro )  de la  P la ta  ( S i lv e r  M o u n ta in ) ,  somewhere n o r th  

o f  th e  R io  Grande'; f o r  th e  p e a r ls  o f  th e  Jutnano c o u n try  : and f o r  th e  

"G re a t Kingdom o f  th e  T e x a s ,"  a people  who, l i k e  th e  -Jumanos, had been 

m ira c u lo u s ly  c o n v e rte d  by the  woman in  b lu e ,  who l iv e d  n e x t d o o r to  the 

Kingdom o f  Gran Q u iv ir a ,  were r u le d  by a p o w e r fu l lo r d ,  had w e l l  b u i l t  

to w n s , each s e v e ra l m ile s  in  le n g th ,  and ra is e d  g r a in  in  such abundance- 

th e .t th e y  even fe d  i t  to  t h e i r  h o rs e s . A l l  th e se  v a r io u s  q u e s ts  and 

b e l i e f s  had made th e  Texas c o u n try  an o b je c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  the S p a n ia rd s


