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June 1 0 th , 1923

Mr. H. B. Ayres*
W ashington, D. Co

Dear Harra}.:-

JuBt returned  from an in sp e c tio n  o f  the D avis Mountains l a s t  
n ig h t about ten  o 'c lock ,. Got caught in  a ra in  s p e l l  in  West Texas.
Had some tro u b le  f ig h t in g  mud, r a in , e t c . ,  but I am more than p lea sed  
w ith  the t r i p .  I went to  Balmorhea and got our fr ie n d  Van Deren in  
a t e r r ib ly  good humor, then I went over to  F t. D a v is . Had a m eeting  
w ith  the Board o f  D irec to r s  o f  the Chamber o f  Commerce a t 9 a.m «, and 
th e  membership m eeting o f  th e  Chamber was c a lle d  for  3 p.m. and I ad
v is e d  them to  c a l l  a m eeting a t F t. D avis for the n ex t n ig h t at 8 
o ’c lo ck  and g e t on th e  telep h on e and ask every town w ith in  100 $ i l e s  
o f  F t. D avis to  send over a committee for  th e  purpose o f  form ulating  
fu r th er  p lan s in  th e  in t e r e s t  o f  th e  proposed S ta te  Park and Old Span
is h  T ra il Convention j o i n t ly .  Next morning I went w ith  a committee 
o f  th ree  cars to  A lpine to  meet w ith  th e  Board o f  D irec to r s  o f  the  
Chamber o f  Commerce, and when we got over th ere  th ey  c a lle d  a m eeting  
o f  the e n t ir e  membership and had out a b ig  bunch o f  f e l lo w s . I so ld  
them on th e  id ea  o f  a l l  th e  towns jo in in g  hands and making th e  3 day 
Convention th e  b ig g e s t  th in g  ever h e ld  in  t h i s  cou n try , and asked them 
to  send a committee over to  F t. D avis th a t  n ig h t , and they sen t about 
30 members o f  the Chamber o f  Commerce from thereo We went over to  
Marfa w ith  p r a c t ic a l ly  the same r e s u l t s ,  and then back to  F t. D av is , 
and n ea r ly  a l l  th e  towns were rep resen ted  e ith e r  in  person or by w ire , 
p led g in g  th e ir  support at the n ig h t m eetin g , and we had one o f  th e  
b ig g ed t g a th er in g s  ever h e ld  in  F t. D avis th a t n ig h t .

Capt. F auntleroy was in sp e c tin g  the Bankhead Highway and I got  
him to  come over and h elp  me for  a day and be w ith  me th a t n ig h t , and 
I a ls o  used th a t as a "puller" on th e  other to.vns, and b e l ie v e  me that 
put i t  over in  grand s t y l e .  A ll the towfts p ledged  th e ir  co -o p era tio n  
and agreed to  throw in  th e ir  Fourth o f  Ju ly  c e le b r a t io n s  w ith  th e  OST 
co n v en tio n , which w i l l  put an attendance o f  somewhere between s i x  and 
te n  thouand p eop le in  th e  Limpia Canyon, e ig h t  m ile s  from F t. D av is , 
for  t h i s  great convention  and c e le b r a t io n .

The Automobile Club o f  El P aso , a s w e ll as th e  new spapers, 
pled ged  th e ir  lo y a l  support, and I ta lk ed  to  some o f  the d ir e c to r s  
o f  Ifc Chamber o f  Commerce and they  assured  me th a t th e  Chamber o f  
Commerce would g e t behind i t  and they would get a good crowd to  go 
down as th a t p art o f  the road i s  n ea r ly  com pleted and you can very  
e a s i ly  make th e  t r ip  in  e ig h t  to  ten  h ours, o f  th e  300 m ile s . I 
go t every th in g  squared up w ith  Miss G ilden and she i s  row boosti-»gs»_ 
th e  Old Spanish T r a il and g iv in g  i t  p refS ren ce o f  ro u tin g , and she3 "**3 
i s  very e n th u s ia s t ic  about th e  con ven tion .


