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O l d * * W i s h i n g  W e l l * 9
One day, not many moons ago, 

tho sp irits  o f the venerable dons 
whispered together and nodded 
hoary heads know ing ly fo r, had 
not p re tty  Miss M ildred Joyce 
DeRyn and B ranford  G. W il
liams traveled lo, these many 
miles fro m  Lakeland to cast the ir 
reflections in  the “ wighing._w.eH”  
a t the Oldest House? "

And had not th is rom antic pair- 
cast sidelong glances a t each o th
er even as the ir reflections pa in t
ed themselves on the crysta l sur
face o f the foun t o f the Caballe
ros ? Had not the lovers, as ye t 
not knowing the depths o f the 
emotions which prompted them 
in the ir reflected wishes, longed 
fo r  each other where th e ir long
ings were m irrored in  the w ish
ing  w ell?

Just so, murmured the sp irits  
o f the ancient Spanish conquis- 
tiadores, and so i t  came about 
th a t the sp irits  hied themselves 
to  Lakeland, where romance 
budded fro m  the wishes so re 
cently m irro red  in  the depths o f 
the w ish ing  well. Several months 
passed e’er romance bloomed.

Then yesterday the couple, im 
pelled by the wish hidden in the 
depths o f the mossy Spanish

we ll, returned to St. Augustine 
and sped on the wings of romance 
to the cloistered “ w ishing w e ll." 
Gazing once more into the crys
ta l depths, tho two lovers saw 
m irrored there another, a th ird  
countenance, th a t o f Judge 
Louis V ictor, and in his hands 
he hold the lit t le  book from  
which he read the r itu a l which 
granted the wishes cast in  the ro 
mantic w e ll th a t day when the 
two f i r s t  came under the spell 
o f the dons.

W hat more f i t t in g  ending to 
a romance born where romance 
f i r s t  invaded the shores o f A m er
ica from  the strands o f Spain?
I t  was the oldest story in  the 
world, set in  the oldest setting 
in  the new world, where i t  bud
ded in to  a romance of the 20th 
century.

Long w il l the rom antic Span
ish “ w ishing w e ll”  cherish the 
reflections o f the tw o Lakeland 
lovers and long w il l the echoes 
o f tho whispered wishes resound 
in the s ilent depths o f the fou n t 
of lovers! Forever more w il l  tho 
sp irits  o f venerable dons nod 
sagaciously a t each other and 
m urm ur as lovers peek shyly in 
to the bowered “ w ishing well.^ jj 
And so, beware!


