
San A n to n io ,  Tex. 
Hay 2 3 rd ,  1923.

H r .  Jn o .  G. N ich o lso n ,  P r e s . ,  
M er id ian  Highway A ssn . ,  
Newton, K ansas.

Dear Mr. N icholson :

The e n c lo s e d  c l i p p i n g  j n d i e a t e s  Mr. Colp as  
Texas p r e s i d e n t  o f  y our  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  was i n  c o r 
respondence l a s t  f a l l  i t  developed  he was n o t .  S ince  we removed 
him from t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  he h as  s t a r t e d  what i s  c a l l e d  a  " G la c i e r  
to  Gulf"  highway and i s  u s in g  a l l  th e s e  c la im ed  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  o th e r  
highways t o  g a th e r  money around h e ro ,  and he i s  s e r i o u s l y  h u r t i n g  th e  
l e g i t i m a t e  work.

At o u r  annua l co n v e n t io n ,  we ad o p ted  a  so u th e rn  
t r u n k l i n e  system i n  an  o f f o r t  t o  draw th e  l e a d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  f o r c e s  
t o g e t h e r  on a  s e r i e s  o f  o v e r la n d  highways t h a t  shou ld  he p rom ptly  com
p l e t e d .  Also t o  emphasize th e  f a c t  t h e r e  were l e g i t i m a t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
highway p r o j e c t s  t h a t  d id  n o t  r e c o g n iz e  th e  numerous p e r s o n a l  p ro m o te rs .  
You w i l l  see t h a t  the  M er id ian  was in c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  sys tem .

Sometimes I t h i n k  i t  would he w is e r  f o r  th e  Old 
Span ish  T r a i l  to  seek  i t s  Mexico C i ty  e x te n s io n  th ro u g h  l a r e d o .  We have 
always l a i d  o f f  t h i s  r o u t e ,  r e c o g n iz in g  i t  be lo n g ed  to  t h e  M er id ian  
Highway, h u t  w i th  v a r i o u s  p rom oters  r i n g i n g  i n  on t h i s  M er id ian  Highway 
r o u t e  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  I  sometimes th i n k  th e  s i t u a t i o n  would r e a l l y  he 
s t r e n g th e n e d  i f  th e  M er id ian  and th e  Old S pan ish  T r a i l  re c o g n iz e d  each 
o t h e r ,  and t h a t  we u sed  our s t r e n g t h  i n  t h i s  co u n t ry  to  p u t  i t  th ro u g h .  
T h is ,  however,  i s  j u s t  an in t a n g ib l e  th o u g h t  f o r  we have u n d e r ta k e n ,  h u t  
n o t  e n t i r e l y  s e t t l e d ,  ou r  r o u t i n g  th ro u g h  B ro w n sv i l le .

With b e s t  w ish e s ,  I  am

Very t r u l y .

HBA: vo

H. B. A y re s ,
OST Managing D i r e c t o r


