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Suggestions for Municipal Regulation of Bill Boards

Section 29 of Chapter
Massachusetts (?f*it?lhﬂ)tel. 93 of the General Laws of
:l;‘?e deration of Planningl%(?;11}315}(1;1111(2111t pl‘(gp(l)sed DY

97 of 1924) authorizes citi enacted as chapter
late bill boards, signs and l’flf and towns to further regu-
. S 5 i S al v c 1\’@1'11181110‘ 1 e ,‘O
in their 1espec1’;1vg 11n;1ts l(;V glld(ll;l gle et
consistent wi ok ance or by-law not in-
131110115;01118\1\1(13%111 th.(i_(}.enel al Laws or with the state regu-

52 ordinances and by-laws do not now re-
quire approval by the state Highway Division, but m:
be adopted in the same way as all other ordi i e
by-laws. They cannot repeal any 1'est1'ingoﬁlaqces o
by the state regulations, but may add furthzl'u;]eg(t)fieé—l
tions, applicable to local needs, which will have the same
binding effect upon the state authorities, in the issuance
of permits for advertising within the municipal limits, as
the state regulations have. ;

It is necessary to warn members of Planning Boards
and others who desire to draw up municipal regulations
for bill boards not to go too far in their enthusiasm for
drastic restrictions; but to remember that the problem
of enforcement, the most difficult of all, is still ahead of
us, and to bear in mind what has been said before in re-
oard to the limitations of the police power by the United
States Constitution.

Tn drawing up the state regulations, the Highway
Division had legal advice and endeavored not to over-
step safe constitutional limits; so that its rules may be
taken at present as models for the class of restrictions
‘that would probably be sustained by the courts. I{ocal
ordinances therefore, should contain similar restrietions,
which should be carried further in degree or added to
only as far as may be necessary to meet lpcal conditions

and to cover any important omissions in the genera
rules. ' he state regula-

As examples of such on}issions, th ]
tions set no limits of size for bill boards In bu_smessbdls-
tricts, and nowhere set any limit to their height 2 gv(c;
the g;,round or their injurious proximity to adjoining
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v ivision, that out-door ac : (
R 4 on without boards of dimensions 29 by

carriec et
({38333110 by 15 feet, was completely 1‘.efuted by th‘i gr eéljﬂr
est and most offective outdoor advertising campalgn € 61
carried on—that in aid of the war-time drives for Recﬁ
Cross, Liberty Bonds, etc.—_—whlch achieved its success
chiefly with posters averaging less than 3 by 4 feet In
SlZe.

To the end that local laws for control of outdoor ad-
vertising may be as far as possible uniform throughout
the state, the following suggestions are presented in the
form of a by-law for towns, designed to supplement con-
sistently the state rules. Such a by-law or ordinance

should be a part of the local building regulations.

VI—Proposed Form of By-Law:

e ETcept as provided herein, bill boards, signs, or
ot gé 1'(1 1(131\tltcels EO% the purpose of outdoor advertising shall
| i ed to be erected, displayed or maintained witl
I pu fhc view in the town of = 11—
in conformity with the followine requ e Nhe St
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Dol g 1ce, unless on the wall of 1
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ﬂce%(Tth.lrty—two square feet in area : (. vertising, shall
iﬂ\zm ding shall project beyond the b , Or on the wall of
ery such bill board, sign or deviocgnda,:y of said wall.
not supported on
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