
San A nton io , T exas, 
A p ril 1 0 th , 1933

Mr. H. B, A yres,
B a tt le  House,
M obile, Alabama

Dear H arra ls-

I am in  r e c e ip t  o f  a short n ote in  which you s ta te d  th a t you 
had ju s t  m ailed  me a l e t t e r  and forgot to  m ention the en g in eer in g  
arrangements for  the b r id g e . A lso have men ready to  fo llo w  up a l l  
tha,t work w ith  a gen era l membership campaign e a s t  and w est*  but had 
to  stop  i t  u n t i l  s ta tu s  over hers i s  se t t le d o  I am a fr a id  you made 
a se r io u s  m istake in  stop p in g  you campaign because you know i t  i s  
always th ree  tim es as hard to  s t a r t  a p r o p o s it io n  a f t e r  i t  i s  
stopped a s  i t  i s  to  keep go ing  when i t  i s  f i r s t  l in e d  up. You can 
take i t  from ms th a t nobody w i l l  c o l l e c t  memberships for th e  Old 
Spanish T r a il i f  you a lloy / th at b u s in e ss  to  go dead. B esid es  th a t ,  
i t  w i l l  work a g a in st your in t e r e s t  very m a te r ia l ly  w ith the Board 
o f D irec to r s  o f  the OST as p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f  them are b u s in e ss  
men and th ey  would not for  one minute to le r a te  any l i t t l e  p e t ty  
squabbles th a t would in te r fe r e  w ith  b u s in e s s , and I f e e l  l i k e  
th at under th e se  c o n d it io n s  I  had ju s t  as w e ll go ahead and accep t  
another p r o p o s it io n  th a t I have w a itin g  because th e  Old Spanish  
T r a il i s  a b so lu te ly  blown up a s  I see  i t .  The c r e d ito r s  here  
want th e ir  money and th e y  are j u s t ly  e n t i t le d  to  i t .

I understand a l l  o f  th e se  p r in t in g  companies got to g e th er  a 
few days ago aM  compared n o tes  on th e  Old Spanish T ra il and 
agreed th a t they  v/ould g iv e  us one more chance, and u n le s s  th ey  
got some money or some d e f in i t e  assurance th a t  th e  b i l l s  would, 
be taken care o f  th at th ey  would tak e  some d e f in i t e  a c tio n  to  
see  th a t no other p r in te r s  b e lon g in g  to  the p r in te r s  a s s o c ia t io n  
along the e n t ir e  rou te o f  th e  OST from F lo r id a  to  C a lifo r n ia  
would be stung by t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n . This w i l l  causs our b e s t  
fr ie n d s  a long  th e  OST to  p ass us up. i f  a rep ort o f  t h i s  kind  
goes out and I th in k  th a t som ething ought to  be done to  beat 
them to  i t .

I f  th e  A sso c ia tio n  can °t pay th e  b i l l s  and put th e  o rg a n iza tio n  
on i t s  f e e t  then I th in k  they should  disband and g iv e  somebody 
e ls e  a cftance. I would su ggest c a l l in g  an annual m eeting and 
e le c t  new o f f i c e r s  and p ass the buck to  themo

Very t r u ly  /ours.

DEC:AH


