
M ission do N ucstrn  Sonora dc la  P u r 's im a  ConccpciGn do Acuna, 
San A ntonio , T exas.

•SAN ANTONIO. One of the most colorful and interest­
ing cities in America. Settled in 17IS by the Spanish (same 
year as New Orleans by the French) San Antonio became 
a Spanish capital and a mission center. Five missions 
were located along the San Antonio river in 17.1S, 1720 and 
1731, later to develop into extensive properties with fine 
church and other buildings. Some of the buildings and 
some of the ruins remain as relics of an heroic and ro­
mantic past. Before 1700 all these missions had well built 
aqueducts and irrigating systems: two of these aqueducts 
still function. Much of the old Spanish atmosphere remains 
to charm the visitor.

San Antonio is among the hills, scenic drives arc in all 
directions; its river starts from springs within the city: 
the climate is dry. the< sunshine constant, it is an all-year 
outdoor country with all outdoor sports pleasantly provided 
for in the parks, public places and reservations. San An­
tonio became the crossroads and market place of the South- * 
west during the turbulent Spanish, Mexican and later 
pioneer period of Texas, Mexico and California; it was ; 
the capital of the cattle kings of Texas and here too the 
United States has its greatest military reservations with 
all arms of the service maintaining big properties—the 
stable climate and the varied types of country permit all 
kinds of training and maneuvers all the year round. South- j 
ward are farming and citrus fruit areas; northward and 
westward big cattle and goat ranches and rugged hills. j 
Good drinking* water in this country.

Hotels—GUNTER, remodeled, largest and a fine hotel, 
OST Headquarters; PLAZA, new, tlioroly modern, Spanish 
motif, fine hotel: ST. ANTHONY, fine hotel, spacious lob­
bies, large outside porch facing park; ROBERT E. LEE, 
new, moderate, well-liked, well-equipped; CROCKETT, near 
Alamo, moderate, large sunparlor lounge, free parking; 
TRAVELERS, moderate priced, commercial; MENG.ER, a 
noted hotel for many years, spacious lobbies.

.Camps—Nice free municipal camp in riverside grove at 
Josephine St. Four private cabin camps, nearly 300 cabins ; 
and apmts. The best, Grande Court near Brackcnridge Park, 
with every convenience; one of the best auto camps in the 
U.S.

For pleasant auto service—Jamison’s at 3rd and Broad­
way and Lowry’s at 1227 Navarro. Jamison has filling sta., 
washes, greases, carries accessories and Hood tires. Lowry 
lias filling sta., quick tire service, accessories and Kelly 
tires. The men are efficient and attentive.

Inf. Old Spanish Trail headquarters. Gunter Hotel S 
A Automobile league. (AAA) Crockett Hotel: Chamber 
of Commerce, Aztec P.ldg.

THRU THE HILLS
San A ntonio to E l Faso—580 miles

T h is  s e c t io n  is  u s u a l ly  d r iv e n  w i th o u t  lm r .ln l .ln  in  tw o  a n d  
r  B ljld e d , w e ll m a in ta in e d  s n iv e l  p r e v a i l . ;  80 

m l. n r .  l i n e d  o a t  f ro m  Siui A n to n io  m n l o u t  f ro m  E l  P a so . 
11m  r o a d b e d  I .  b r o a d ,  e rn d e s  a n d  c u r v e ,  a re  c o m fo r ta b le .  
S e v e ra l s e c t io n s  g e t  s l i p p e r y  in  w e t w e a th e r  b u t  d r y  w e a th e r  
p r e v a i l s  a n d  th e s e  r o a d s  a re  th e n  b e t te r  th a n  g ra v e l.  A t 
l tn o s e v e l t  f o r  12 m l.  th e  I .  In no  R iv e r  is  fo rd e d  a  d o zen  tim e s  
o n  u n d e r - w a te r  c o n c r e te  b r id g e s ;  lie !w e en  th e  f o rd s  th e  o ld  
t r a i l  Is m a in ta in e d .  A  n e w  ro a d  is  to  h e  b u i l t .  T h is  r iv e r  t r u l l  
w ith  i t s  s p r in g  w a t e r  a n d  s h a d y  g ro v e s  Is e n jo y e d  b y  m o s t  
p e o p le .

In  t h e  W e s t  b ig  s to r m s  a r e  r a r e  b u t  th e y  do  o c c u r , th e n  d r y  
d r a w s  a n d  p e a c e fu l  r iv e r s  b e co m e  m o u n ta in  to r r e n t s  f o r  a  s h o r t  

tim e . O n  th e s e  o c c a s io n s  t r a v e l  w ill  b e  s to p p e d  b u t  n o  d a n g e r  
n e e d  lie in c u r r e d .

T h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r u l l  w e s tw a r d  f ro m  S a n  A n to n io  c u ts  
d i r e c t ly  t h r u  th e  T e x a s  i r i l l  C o u n t ry  to  E l  P a s o . T h e  m ile a g e  
is  s h o r te n e d  a n d  th e  t r a v e le r  e n jo y s  th e  r u g g e d  h i l l s  a n d  s p a r k l ­
i n g  w a te r s  t h a t  h a v e  m a d e  th e  H il l  C o u n t ry  n o te d  f o r  i ts  
c a t t l e  a n d  g o a t  r a n c h e s  a n d  p o p u la r  f o r  r e c re a t io n .  T h e  e le v a ­
t io n  a n d  th e  d r y  s u n s h in e  m a k e  th e  c l im a te  e n jo y a b le  a n d  a llo w  
a l l - y e a r  o u td o o r  s p o r t s  a n d  p le a s u r e s .  F o u r te e n  e le a r - w a te r  
r iv e r s  a r e  in  W e s t  T e x a s . B e x a r ,  K e n d a ll ,  K e r r  a n d  K im b le  
c o u n t ie s  h a v e  a  t h o u s a n d  m ile s  o f  s p r in g - fe d  r iv e r s  a n d  c re e k s . 
V e ry  g o o d  d r in k in g  w a t e r  p r e v a i ls .  H o te ls  se rv o  g e n e ro u s  c o u n try  
m e a ls .  T h r e e  n e w , f in e  h o te ls  h a v e  j u s t  b e en  b u i l t  a n d  o th e rs  
e n la r g e d .  C a m p s  o f  a l l  k in d s  a re  s e t t l i n g  in  th e  H i l l  C o u n t ry — 
c h u rc h  e n c a m p m e n t s ,  a u to ,  r a n c h  a n d  re c re a t io n  c a m p s , h o y s ’ 
a n d  g i r l s ’ c h a r a c t e r  c a m p s , h o y  a n d  g i r l  s c o u ts  a n d  n u m e ro u s  
o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a m p s . I n  t h e  D a v is  M ts . th e  M a d e ra  S p r in g s  
m o u n ta in  c lu b  is  d e v e lo p in g  w i th  e v e ry  c o n v en ie n ce  f o r  a l l - y e a r  
s e rv ic e  a n d  n il  k in d s  o f  p le a s u r e s  a n d  f o r  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  
t r a v e l .

LEON SPRINGS. Jet. to Camp Stanley, one of the large 
U. S. military reservations.

*150ERNE. Loginning of West Texas l-Iill Country; sheep, 
gout and on11Ie nuicl.es. KKNDALL INN, PHILLIPS and 
HILLTOP hotels. Free and cabin camps.

GUADALUPK lUVKIt at Comfort; this river now fol­
lowed for -’D nil.

I n  1G85 T-.ii S a lle  w ith  a  c o lo n iz in g  e x p e d it io n  f ro m  F r a n c e  
s o u g h t  tlie  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  to  ta k e  p o s se s s io n  o f  th e  v a s t  
M is s is s ip p i  V a l le y  in  th e  n a m e  o f  h is  K in g .  H e f a ile d  in  t h i s  
a n d  la n d e d  in  1G80 on  th e  T e x a s  c o a s t .  S p a in  le a rn e d  o f  th is  
c o lo n y  o n  t e r r i t o r y  th e y  c la im e d  a n d  in  1G81) s e n t a n  e x p e d it io n  
f ro m  M e x ic o ; t h e y  re a c h e d  tlie  L a  S a lic  s i te  in  1G90. L a  S a lle  
h a d  b e en  m u r d e r e d  b y  h is  m e n  a n d  th e  F r e n c h  w e re  d e a d  o r  
g o n e  a w a y . T h e  S p a n ia r d s  c o n tin u e d  n o r th w a r d  a n d  fo u n d e d  
tw o  m is s io n s  n e a r  th e  p r e s e n t  N a c o g d o c h e s  in  n o r th e a s t  T e x a s . 
I n  1099-1700 a  g r o u p  o f  m is s io n s  w a s  e s ta b l is h e d  s o u th  o f  th e  
R io  G ra n d e  b e tw e e n  th e  p r e s e n t  E a g le  P a s s  a n d  L a r e d o . In  171G- 
17 fo u r  n e w  m is s io n s  w e re  e s ta b l i s h e d  n e a r  N ac o g d o ch e s  b u t  
S p a in  fo u n d  N a c o g d o c h e s  to o  re m o te  a n  o u tp o s t  so  in  1*18 th e  
m is s io n ,  n o w  th e  h is t o r ic  A la m o , w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  f ro m  th e  R io  
G ra n d e  a n d  a  f o r t  (p re s id io )  w a s  e s ta b l i s h e d  n e a r  i t —a n d  S an  
A n to n io  d a te s  f ro m  th i s .  I n  1720 th e  M iss io n  S a n  J o s e  w a s  
e s ta b l i s h e d .  I n  1781 th e  V illa  o f  S a n  F e r n a n d o  de  B e x a r  o w n -  
s i t e )  w a s  s t a r t e d  a n d  th e  m is s io n s  C o n c ep c io n , S a n  J u a n  a n d  
S a n  F r a n c is c o  w e re  t r a n s f e r r e d  f ro m  th e  N a c o g d o c h e s  d i s t r i c t  to  
t h e  S a n  A n to n io  R iv e r ,

F r o m  S a n  A n to n io  o th e r  m is s io n s  w o re  e s ta b l is h e d  o v e r  a  
w id e  sw e e p  o f  t e r r i t o r y .  G r a d u a l ly  U .e o u tly ln R  m is s io n s  " o r e .  
a b a n d o n e d  o r  I n d i a n s  d e s tr o y e d  (Item  I n  tb e  c o u ra c  o f, 5 e a r s  tb c  
S u n  A n to n io  m is s io n s  c re w  In lo  B re n t e s ta b l is h m e n ts ,  
c h u rc h e s  a n d  o th e r  b u i ld in g s  a n d  e x t e n s i l e  I r r lg i i t 'n g  • j

l a s t .  AH th e s e  e n te r p r i s e s ,  so  d e ep  In  a  wllid |YJ« *
w e re  r e m a r k a b le  a c h ie v e m e n ts  ev en  in  t h a t  b r i l l i a n t  a g e .


