
S.AH sab;. m n - S - t e E  spahish t r a il  o r a u g ib u t days

Long b e fo re  Boerne w as Is id  ou t Spanish and other p io n e e rs  of t h is  

coun try  e s ta b lis h e d  th rou gh  Boerne what became known as the San Baba. 

T r a i l 3 and a p p a re n tly  In d ia n s  b e fo re  the w h ite  main's day t ra v e le d  the  

same way 0 Boerne, th e re fo re ,  has a p e cu li a r ly  in t im a te  in te r e s t  in  the 

Old Spanish T r a i l  o f  today which is  b e in g  co n s tru c te d  th ro u g h  Boerne 

from  F lo r id a  t o  C a lifo rn ia 's  In  e a r l ie s t  h is to r y  we f in d  re co rd s  o f  

pack t r a in  jo u rn e ys  between the Chihuahua c o u n try  in  o ld  M exico and San 

A n to n io » Because o f m ounta ins, chasms and o th e r n a tu ra l o b s ta c le s  those 

o ld  t r a i l s  went up around by  F t  S tock ton  and f i n a l l y  th rou gh  what is h'o 

Boerne in to  Sms A n ton io  o The o ld  Spanish Pass is  understood as having 

taken i t s  name from  those pack t r a in  days0

This s to r y  is  a r e s u l t '  o f  t  he in te r  eat o f Boerne people in  de ve lo - 

in g  t h is  o ld  h is to ry o  Ho Jo Graham, J u l iu s  Ho Luckenbach, C harles 

H e r f f  an i o th e rs , ha fe  re c a l le d  many o ld  t r a d i t io n s  o M r, Graham spen t 

even ing w i th  H . B, A y re s , the  managing d i r e c t o r  o f  the  Old Spanish- f r a  

A s s o c ia t io n  some t im e  ago and re c a lle d  raapy o f  these t r a d i t io n s  to  him . 

He a lso suggested th a t  71. M« Locke, the  county su rve yo r a t  San Antonio 

f o r  43 yea rs  w ould very l i k e l y  be in  $os>ss&&i®E o f  re c o rd s  c o n ta in in g  

v a lu a b le  fa c t s .  M r. Locke d id  possess t h is  knowledge f o r t i f i e d  by h “ 

s u rv e y in g  expe rience  a l l .  over t h i s  cou n try  and many expe riences  th a t  

back in to  p io n e e r c o n d itio n s ,.

In  1683 I t  is  recorded th a t  Mendoza w ent northw ard from  i le x ic o e 

ha v in g  l e f t  around E l Paso and proceeded down the Rio Grande to  the  

ju n c t io n  o f  the Conch on r i v e r ;  thence to th e  A la m ito  Greek, then  n o r f  

ward over th e  o ld  S a lt Lake T r a i l  to  Comanche S prings (F t S to ck to n ) 

then ac ro ss  Horsehead C ro ss ing  and in t im e  reached the In d ia n  v i l la g e ^  

where he e s ta b lis h e d  a M is s io n , the  ru i ns of w h ich  may today be seen


