
rg le s  d u r i n g '  t h a t  t im e ,  a n d  ha<  
b e e n  m a d e  m a n a g in g  . d i r e c to r  o f  th - 
m o v e m e n t .

T h e  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n c e d i n g  L ie  
d e c o r a t io n  to  h e  m a d e  on  t i le  I 'o n r - "  
W e b t e r  s e c r e t a r y  is  c o n ta in e d  in t
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H A IU tA I ,  A Y R E S

DECORATION FROM 
j KING OF SPAIN FOR 

HARRAL AYERS

b o o k le t,  rec e iv e d  in  W e b s te r  by  /. 
m e r  f r ie n d s  o f  31 r. A y re s ,  a n d  e .:n -  
l a in s  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  w r i t t e n  -by M i. 
A y re s :

“ T h e  r e c e p t io n  in  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  
/**; :! ie  d e c o r a t io n  o f  t l ie  S p a n is h  C r rw t .  

is g r a t i f y in g ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w ill a l s w b<- 
a r e c o g n i t io n  o f  t h a t  e n jo y a b le  c o 
o p e r a t io n  t h a t  h a s  fo r  so  lo n g  b.* i: 
b e h in d  th e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  m o o  
m e m . A  d i r e c t in g  h e a d  is  n e c e s s a ry  
b u t  l i t t l e  is, a c c o m p l i s h e d  u n le s s  
th e r e  is  s i n c e r e  c o o p e r a t io n .  I t  is  e v i 
d e n t  m a n y  h a v e  h e lp e d  e f f e c t iv e ly  o r  
so  m u c h  c o u ld  n o t h a v e  b e e n  a c h ie v 
e d . S o m e  h a v e  g iv e n  t h e i r  t im e  a n d  
t h e i r  c a p a c i ty  f o r  l e a d e r s h ip —- s o m e ' 
h a v e  g iv e n  m o n e y — th e  e n g in e e r s  .\m l 
th e  h ig h w a y  c o m m is s io n e r s  h a v o  
g iv e n  a n  in t e l l i g e n c e  th a t  h a s  
t e r e d  d i i l i c u l t ie s ;  a l l  h a v e  a n  im p o i i  
a n t  p a r t  in  t h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  
w o rk .

“ S a n  A n to n io  a c c e p te d  th i s  im p o r t 
a n t  w o rk  a s  a t r u s t  f ro m  th e  p e o p le  
o; th e s e  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r l a n d s ,  a n d  
d u r in g  th e s e  y e a r s  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p '  
a n d  s u p p o r t  h a v e  o f t e n  b e e n  th e  
h o m l th a t  h a s  k e p t  u s  a t  o u r  ta s k .  , 
T h e  m e m o r ie s  o f  th e s e  y e a r s  a r c  a | 
r i c h  h e r i t a g e  to  u s  f o r  t h e  s e r v ic e  j 
w e h a v e  g iv e n  a n d  th e  s u c c e s s  w< j 
c e l e b i a t e  h a s  c o m e  f ro m  a  d e v o t i  » i! 
to  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  b y  m a n y  
m e n  a n d  .w o m en  f ro m  F l o r i d a  t » 
C a l i f o r n ia .

“ W ith  m u c h  r e s p e c t  to  y o u  f«-rl 
y o u r  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  s u p p o r t ,  1 a m . 

S in c e r e ly .  I l a r r a l  A y r e s .”
. T h e  a p p ie c i a t i o n  is  d i r e c t e d  to  

M rs . D r o u g h t ,  a t  w h o s e  h o m e  th e  
fo r m a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w ill t a k e  p la c e

T h e  ’b o o k le t  re c e iv e d  g iv e s  a  H is
to r y  o f  th e  t r a i l  f r o m  i t s  s t a r t  to  
c o m p le t io n ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith , s o m e  in 
t e r e s t i n g  v ie w s  a n d  p i c t u r e s  o f  t . ie  
m o n u m e n ts  a t  S t.  A u g u s t in e ,  F la . .

= S a n  D ie g o . C a l i f . ,  a n d  S a n  A n io .» ;o,
I Texas.

Form er Secre tary  o f 
W ebster-D udley C ham 
ber of C om m erce to Be 
H onored For W ork  on 
O ld Spanish T ra il

A T  SAN A N T O N IO
H a r t a l  A y re s ,  f o r m e r ly  s e c r e t a r y  

o f t h e  W e b s te r -D u d le y  C h a m b e r  o f  
C o m m e rc e ,  a n d  w h o  w ill  b e  r e m e m 
b e re d  by  h u n d r e d s  o f  lo c a l p e u p lc ,  is  
to  *bo s ig n a l ly  h o n o r e d  a t  B an  A n to 
n io , T e x a s ,  M o n tla y  n ig h t ,  w h e n  th e  
d e c o r a t io n  o f  t h d  K o v a l  O r d e r  o f  I s 
a b e l  la  C a la l i r a ,  c o n f e r r e d  by  l l i s  
M a je s ty ,  t h e  K in g  o f  S p a in ,  w ith  th e  
t i t l e  o f  K n ig h t  C o m m a n d e r .

T h e  p r e s e n ta t i o n  w ill  t a k e  p la c e  
a t  th e  h o m e  o f  A irs. H e n ry  D ro u th * ., 
a n d  w ill b e  m a d e  b y  S c n o r  I*, d e l .  o- 
a r r i ,  S p a n is h  c o n s u l  f o r  T e x a s  a  id

M e x ic o .
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Old Spanish Trail from St. Augi..-. 
tine, Fla., to San Diego. Calif.. 
which Mr. Avres has devoted his e..

TEXAS  
P ress Clipping Bureau

D A LL A S

This Clipping From 

S an  A ngelo  (T e x a s )  T im es

D a te . . j |0 . . .£ - 3 - 1 ^ 9 ' ...........
“SPANISH KING HONORS

TEXAS TRAIL MAKER
SAN AMTONietr-In recognition ol 

his wdTk Inward,' preserving and 
buiidim^tf an artery of communica
tion along the route over which the 
Spanish conquistadors traveled cen
turies ago, the King of Spain has 
decorated Marrial Ayres of this city, 
managing director of the Old Span
ish Trail.

The Old Spanish Trail is now an i 
officially designated Untied States 
highway along the southern border
lands from St. Augustine, Fla., to 
San Diego, Calif. Mr. Ayres as
sumed leadership of the Old Spanish 
Trail organization in 1922. Last 
year Florida became the first state j 
to complete piling of its section of

BEAUM ONT ENTERPRISE

APR 23  1930
SPAIN HONORS HARRAL AYRES

The royal-decoration the Spanish govern
ment has .conferred on Harral Ayers, for 10 
years inapaglng 'director of the Old Spanish 
Trail, is Y-'eI1 de&'erved. King Alfonso and the 
Spanish government are Interested in the work 
done by Mr/ Ayres in promoting a  transconti
nental highway from St. Augustine, Florida, to 
San Diego, California, because of the part Span
iards played in the early history of the region 
traversed by the Old Spanish Trail.

Also, the opening of this new southern route 
across the continent has revived Interest In 
Spanish customs, has left its impress on homes, 
business structures, public buildings and parks, 
scattered all the way from Florida to Cali
fornia. The Old Spanish Trail has permitted 
thousands of American tourists to view the re
mains of ancient Spanish civilization in the 
southwest, and has created an interest in Spain 
as well as Mexico that did not exist while the 
picturesque southwest was largely inaccessible 
to motorists.

Party because of the improved means of 
transportation in the southwest^ which could be 
visited formerly only by Amelrcans able to pay 
railroad fare, but is now sought every year by 
thousands of motor tourists, relations between, 
the United States and Mexico have become 
more friendly. Along the Rio Grande Ameri-; 
cans to whom this region was formerly but lit
tle known have learned something about Mexi
co and the Mexican people at first-hand, while 
at the same time they have marveled at the 
energy of the Spanish conquerors and explorers 
wTio sent their priests, builders and colonize! 
as far westward as California.

th f o w 3̂  WOrked Ions and faithfully Ic
most T F 11- His reward consists a
given himcnirl °f the kno"'le<i8e that he ha given himself to a great public undertaking an

I  In 10 years' from Angus1. 1919, to March 28, 1929, the Old Spanisl

PaW Ayr6S a t0tal saIa1'.’

Director of 0 . S. T. 
Group Is Honored

By Spani sh  King------  • _
•• • •• • • •••.-. •- • ' .'/• -  

Special to The Chronicle.
S a n  A n to n io . A p r i l  29.— H a r r a l  

A y res , m a n a g in g  d ir e c to r  o f  th o  
Old S p a n is h  T ra i l  o rg a n iz a tio n ,  
T u e s d a y  re c e iv e d  a n  h o n o r  f r o m  - 
th e  k in g  o f  S p a in  in  r e c o g n itio n  
o f  h is  e f fo r ts  to w a rd  d e v e lo p in g  
th e  a n c ie n t  h ig h w a y , a c r o s s  S o u th -  • 
e rn  U n ite d  S ta te s .

A t a  c e re m o n y , M r. A y re s  w a s  
p r e s e n te d  th e  c o n d e c o ra t io n  o f  t h o  
R o y a l O rd e r  o f  I s a b e l l a  C a lo lic a , 
w ith  th o  t i t l e  o f  k n ig h t  c o m m a n d 
e r . O ff ic ia t in g  w a s  P a b lo  d o  
U b a r r i ,  S p a n ish  co n su l f o r  -T exas 
a n d  New- ^ fex ico .


