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M r. H. b . A y re s , M anaging D ir e c to r ,  
O ld S pan ish  T r a i l s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  
B a t t le  House,
M o b ile ,  A la .

Dear S i r :

A ckn o w le d g in g  r e c e ip t  o f  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  th e  3 rd .  I  
arn a s k in g  th a t  you p a rd o n  mj  d e la y  in  r e p ly in g ,  due 
to  my absence fro m  th e  c i t y .

W ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  r o u t in g  o f  th e  o ld  S p a n ish  T r a i l  
in  F lo r id a  fro m  T a lla h a s s e e  to  Tampa, t h i s  w ou ld  be as 
f o l lo w s :

From T a lla h a s s e e  to  P e r ry  i n  T a y lo r  C ounty and th e nce  
e a s t to  th e  in t e r s e c t io n  o f  th e  m a in  ro a d  fro m  P e r ry ,  
where i t  in t e r s e c t s  S ta te  Hoad # 5 ; th e nce  s o u th  on 
S ta te  Hoad #5 to  B r o o k s v i l le ;  th e n ce  west on a S ta te  
a id  ro a d  th ro u g h  A r ip e k a  and T arpon  S p r in g s  to  th e  
Ozona c ro s s  ro a d s  w h ic h  i s  abou t two m ile s  s o u th  o f  
S u th e r la n d ; th e n ce  o ve r th e  M e m o ria l H ighw ay in t o  Tampa. 
I  am e n c lo s in g  a map w h ich  I  have m arked show ing  t h i s  
r o u te ,  w h ich  i s  as n e a r as p o s s ib le  to  b e in g  a G u lf  
Coast r o u te .

Tampa’ s h i s t o r i c a l  fame i s  th e  most lo g ic a l  re a so n  f o r  
th e  te rm in u s  o f  th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l .  O th e r rea so n s  
a re  i t s  h o s p ita b le  p e o p le , i t s  b e in g  a r e a l  c i t y ,  i t s  
b' in g  th e  hub o f  good roa d s  to  a l l  F lo r id a ,  i t  has a 
L a t in  p o p u la t io n  o f  about o n e - th i r d  o f  th e  t o t a l  and 
th e  men o f Tampa s ta r te d  th e  p la n s  w h ich  f i n a l l y  de
ve lo p e d  in t o  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  O ld  S p a n ish  T r a i l s  
A s s o c ia t io n .  There  i s  much h is t o r y  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith
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