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About n month ago tho Texas Highway Commission gave the nano o f  
JF.FFERSfJN DAVIS to  tho highway from the Red 3Hver thru  A ustin  and San 
Antonio to  Laredo. T his highway, n a t io n a lly  known an tho IKRIDIAH 
HIGHWAY from 'Yininog to  Mexico C ity , was sometime ago lo c a l ly  named 
the PAT NEFF HIOHHAY.

At tho sane m ooting the OLD SPANISH TRAIL from Orange to  E l Paso 
was named in  Texas the STEPHEN P« AUSTIN HIGHWAY. At tho l a s t  m eet
in g  o f the Highway commission the name STEPHEN P. AUS”111 was abandoned 
and JEFFERSON DAVIS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY su b s t itu te d .

News rep o rts  s t a te  tho highway from Rod R iver to  Laredo i s  now 
being marked by the Highway Department as JEFFERSON DAYIS HIGHWAY and 
tho Highway Commissioners say JEFFERSON DAVIS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY i s  s e t t le d  
fo r  tho Orange—E l Paso road.

This i f  p e r s is te d  in  means the d e str u c tio n  o f  tho Old Spanish T ra il 
from S t . A u gu stin e, F lo r id a  to  San D iego , C a lifo r n ia  a s a n a tio n a l h igh
way, fo r  Texas w ith  on e-th ird  the d is ta n ce  a cro ss  tho con tin en t can make 
or break tho p r o je c t .

The o ld  Spanish T r a il was organ ized  a t  Jlobilo  in  1915 and has been  
a continuous a c t iv e  o rg a n iza tio n  ever s in c e . At a conforonco in  Houston 
in  1919 San Antonio was asked to  assume the n a t io n a l headquarters work. 
The va lu e  o f  connecting  such a p ro jec t a cro ss Texas was recogn ized  and 
th e  San Antonio Chamber o f  Commerce appropriated  £1000 and o th ers fo llo w 
ed w ith  support in  lo y a l measure. In  tho ten  y ears o f t h i s  work members 
have spent over £100,000 p e r so n a lly . They have succeeded not on ly  in  
making the Old Spanish T r a il a connected tra n sc o n tin e n ta l tru n k lin e  o f  
very  v a lu a b le  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  to  the South, but th ey  have fo s te r e d  tho con
s tr u c t io n  program u n t i l  :;35,000,000 have a lread y  been sp en t; £ 7 ,9 00 ,000  
o f co n stru ctio n  in  progress w i l l  bo com pleted t h i s  year; ”;10,000 ,000  o f  
new c o n stru c tio n  w i l l  bo inaugurated in  1925.

Tho Old Spanish T r a il i s  known a l l  over tho la n d . I t  i s  o f  record  
in  n a tio n a l o f f ic o s  everyw here, on a l l  maps, in  government manuals, a t  
s c h o o ls , l ib r a r i e s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  and w ith  a l l  magazine e d ito r s  in te r e s te d  
in  outdoor l i f e  and auto t r a v e l .  More magazine and fea tu re  a r t i c le s  
are p ub lished  than fo r  any o th er  n a tio n a l highway. I t s  name, i t s  h is 
t o r i c a l  background, i t s  p o te n t ia l se r v ic e  to  n a tio n a l to u r is t  t r a v e l ,  
and tho p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i t s  t e r r i to r y  fo r  s e t t le m e n t , developm ent, f i s h 
in g , camping and r e s t in g ,  a l l  apneal to  tho northern e d it o r s .  I f  l o t  
alone I t  w i l l  be the n a t io n ’s b e st  known highway.

Tho OST a s s o c ia t io n  In tho p ast ten  years has pub lished  40 ,000  s e r 
v ic e  and gonoral maps; 1 0 ,000  fo u r -c o lo r  lith o g ra p h  w a ll maps; 50 ,000  
m isce lla n eo u s l e a f l e t s  and b o o k le ts;  20 ,000 T ravelogs and now has a 
w ealth  o f  m a ter ia l ready fo r  a Texas T ravelog o f 20 ,000  co p ie s ; magazine 
and fea tu re  a r t i c l e s  have reached a c ir c u la t io n  o f  over 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; over 
2000 m ile s  o f  roads have boon marked and new marking i s  n ecessary ; zero  
m ile sto n e s  have been d ed ica ted  by p res id en ts  and govom ors; OST f i e l d  
men have tr a v e le d  ovor 50,000 m ile s  in  t h i s  w o r k - i n  th e  e a r ly  days th ey  
w a llo w s!in  mud and mire working out cou rses o f  tho highway across tho


