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SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS:

King of Spain Sends Medal 
For Work for Old Span­

ish Trail
H a r r a l  A y res , m a n a g in g  d i r e c ­

to r  o£ th e  o ld  S p a n is h  T ra i l  d e v e l­
o p m e n t ,  w ill  re c e iv e  a  d is t in g u is h e d  
h o n o r  f ro m  th e  K in g  o f S p a in  
w h e n  h j  re c e iv e s  th e  C o n d e c o ra -  
t io n  o f t h e ' R o y a l O rd e r  o f  I s a b e l  
l a  C a to lic a , w ith  t i t le  o f K n ig h t  
C o m m a n d e r  a t  a  r c c e n t io n  a n d  c e r ­
e m o n y  of p r e s e n ta t io n  T u e sd a y  
e v e n in g  a t  t h e  h o m e  o f M rs. H e n ­
ry  D ro u g h t ,  1215 N o r th  S t. M a ry ’s 
S tr e e t ,  f o r  h is  w o rk  in  c o n n e c tio n  
w ith  tn-e O ld  S p a n ish  T ra il  m o v e ­
m e n t.

O ff ic ia t in g  a t  t h e  c e re m o n y  w ill 
be t h e  S p a n is h  C o n su l P a b lo  de 
U b a r r i ,  S p a n ish  co n su l fo r  T ex as 
a n d  N e w  M exico.

I n  th e  o ff ic ia l  p a r y  c o n fe r r in g  
rh e  d e c o ra t io n  b es id e s  U b a r r i  a n d  
M rs. D ro u g h t  w ill  b e  M aj. G en . 
W illia m  L a ss i.e r ,  c o m m a n d e r  of 
th e  E ig h th  C o rp s  A rea , a n d  h is  
p e rs o n a l s ta f f ;  E n r iq u e  S a n t ib a n -  
«*z, c o n s u l g e n e ra l  o f  M ex ico ; Col. 
II. M. D ick  m a n  n, p r e s id e n t  o f th e  
S an  A n to n io  A u to m o b ile  L e a g u e ;  
W e rn e r  N . B e c k m a n n , a  r e p re s e n -  
i a liv e  o f th e  O ld  S p a n is h  T ra i l  
h o a rd ;  D r. F r e d e r ic k  C o m b e, T. 
H . E th e r id g e ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  S an  
A n to n io  R e a l  E s t a t e  B o a rd ;  M ay ­
o r  C. M . C h a m b e rs .  C o u n ty  J u d g e  
P e r ry  S. R o b e r ts o n ,  S ta te  S e n a to r  
W . A . W illia m so n . A rn o ld  S h a n k -  
!in, f o r m e r  U n ite d  S ta te s  c o n su l to 
M exico , a n d  W a l te r  W a lth a l l ,  p r e s ­
id e n t  o f  -h e  S a n  A n to n io  C h a m b e r  
o f  C o m m e rc e .

T h e  je w e l o f th e  o rd e r  is  a  d o u -  
h le -s id c d  S p a n is h  s u n b u r s t ,  tw o  
in c h e s  in  d ia r. e te r ,  s u s p e n d e d  
f ro m  a  lau i el w re a th .  O n one  s id e  
is  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  o rd e r ,  a n d  on 
.h e  o the* ' io “ L a  L e a l ta d  A c riso la -
• ia ."  e x p re s s iv e  o f  lo y a l ty  a n d  m e r it .

A y re s  f .c c e p te d  th e  O ld  S p a n ish  
T ra i l  l e a d e r s h ip  in  1919 w h e n  th e re  
w as n o  r e g u la r  r o u te  a c ro s s  th e  
s o u th e rn  b o rd e r la n d s .  A u to m o b ile s  
w e re  fo rc e d  to  p ic k  th e i r  ow n 
c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  m u d . c a t t l e  la n d s  
a n d  d e s e r t s  w ith  u n d e p e n d a b le  
f e r r ie s  a s s is t in g  th e m  In c ro s s in g
• h e  n u m e r o u s  r iv e r s  en  ro u te .

T h e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  S an  A n to n io  
a n d  c o n s ta n t  e f f o r t s  f o r  10 y e a rs  
w a s  t h e  th in g  th a t  e v e n tu a l ly  m a d e  
p o ss ib le  t h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T ra il .  
F e d e r a l  a n d  S ta te  o f f ic ia ls  w e re  
s lo w  in  g r a n t in g  r e c o g n i t io n  to  th e  
r o u te  a n d  f a d e d  to  do  so  u n til  
1922.

T h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T ra i l  m o v e ­
m e n t  w a s  o rg a n iz e d  a t  M o b ile . Ala., 
io  b u i ld  a  h ig h w a y  f ro m  F lo r id a  
io  N e w  O r lo a n a .J V e s te rn  S ta te s  b e -

Old Spanish Trail W ork W ins Honors

T h e  C o m lc c o ra tio n  o f th e  R o y a l O rd e r  o f  I s a b e l l a  C a to lic a  I to  b e  g iv e n  to  H a r r a l  A y re s  by  th e  K_i 
o f  S p a in  in  r e c o g n itio n  o f h is  w o rk  a s  le a d e r  o f  t h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T ra i l  m o v e m e n t. S p a n is h  C o n su l P a b lo  
U b a r r i ,  c o n su l fo r  T e x a s  a n d  N e w  M exico , w ill o f f ic ia te  a t  t h e  p r e s e n ta t io n  T u e s d a y  e v e n in g  a t  th  ho . 
o f  M rs. H e n ry  D ro u g h t,  1215 N o r th  S t. M a ry 's  S tre e t.

c a m e  in te r e s te d ,  a n d  th e  p la n  w a s  
c h a n g e d  to  a n  A tla n t ic  to  P a c if ic  
h ig h w a y . N o  re c o g n i t io n  w a s  g iv en  
th e  w o rk  f o r  s e v e n  y e a rs  b e c a u se  
o f  t h e  c o s t o f  c o n s tru c t io n  a n d  th e  
s lo w  p ro g re s s .

T h e re  w as no rec o g n iz e d  ro u te  
a c ro s s  S o u th  T e x a s  u n t i l  1921. A 
c o n fe re n c e  in  H o u s to n  in  1919 r e ­
s u l te d  in  t h e  ro u t in g  o f th e  ro a d  
th r o u g h  S a n  A n to n io , th o u g h  D a l­
la s  h a d  b een  th e  p re v a i l in g  ch o ic e  
u n t i l  t h a t  t im e .  S a n  A n to n io  w as. 
c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  o f i ts  m iss io n s  a n d  
h is to r ic a l  r u in s  o f  fh e  S p a n ia rd s .

A y re s  w as s e le c te d  a s  m a n a g in g  
d i r e c to r  in  S a n  A n to n io  s h o r t ly  
a f t e r  t h e  H o u s to n  c o n fe re n c e .  T h e  
f i r s t  s te p  o f t h e  S an  A n to n io  g ro u p  
w a s  to  h o ld  a  c o n v e n tio n  in  th is  
c ity . M o ro  th a n  J00  W e s t T e x a n s  
a t te n d e d  th i s  m e e t in g  a n d  p le d g e d  
th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  r o u te  th ro u g h  
W e s t  T ex as .

A y re s  w e n t  to  W a s h in g to n  in  
J u n e ,  1922, a n d  su c c e e d e d  in  h a v ­
in g  a  d e c la r a t io n  s ig n e d  by  S e n ­
a to r s  a n d  C o n g re s sm e n  t h a t  th e  
lo a d  w a s  a  b a s ic  N a t io n a l  n eed . 
T h e  U n ite d  S ta le s  B u re a u  o f E d u ­
c a t io n  s id e d  w ith  th e  ro a d  b u i ld e rs  
a s  d id  vhe A m e r ic a n  A u to m o b ile  
A sso c ia tio n . T h is  w o rk  in  W a s h in g ­
to n  to o k  acjven m o n th s ,  a n d  r e s u l t ­
ed  in  l i b e r a l  a p p r o p r ia t io n s .  C o n ­
s t r u c t io n  w o r k  fo llo w e d  w ith in  a

& hort t im e .
F lo r id a  in  1929 b e c a m e  th e  f i r s t  

S ta te  to  c o m p le te  t h e  p a v in g  o f  i ts  
O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  ro u te .

A  w o m e n ’s d e p a r tm e n t  o f b e a u t i ­
f ic a tio n  w a s  s t a r t e d  in  1923 u n d e r  
t h e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  M rs. F .  W . S o re ll 
a n d  M rs. 11. A. M oos o f S a n  A n ­
to n io  to  re m o v e  a d v e r t is in g  s ig n s  
a n d  to  b e a u t i fy  th e  ro a d .
• In  19 25 th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h ig h ­
w a y s  w e re  d e s ig n a te d .  T h e  Old 
S p a n is h  T ra i l  th r o u g h  W e s t  T e x a s  
w a s  n o t  re c o g n iz e d . A y e rs  a g a in  
w e n t  to  W a s h in g to n  a f t e r  e f fo r ts  
to  o b ta in  re c o g n i t io n  h a d  fa ile d  
b e c a u se  h e  w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  In  th e  
c a p i ta l .  • C n  h is  a r r iv a l  in  'W ash ­
in g to n  h e  o p e n e d  th e  q u e s tio n  a n d  
w a s  su c c e s s fu l in  h a v in g  th e  S an  
D ieg o  to  S t. A u g u s t in e  r o u te  m a d e  
w h o lly  a  U n ite d  S ta te s  h ig h w a y .
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