
grpartmEiit nf ^nsiire, 
United States ^District ffiaurt,

Jvnrtlimi g is t r ic t  n f  F lo ridn ,

Office nf (filerk,
V insacn ln .

Ja nuary  18 , 1922

Hon. John G r a f t ,
M o b ile ,  A la .

Dear S ir ;

When in  J a c k s o n v i l le  l a s t  week a t te n d in g  th e  
S o u th e a s te rn  Good Koado C o n fe re n ce , I  le a rn e d  th a t  M r.
K e l le r  o f  th e  S ta te  H ighway D epartm en t had  t o ld  Judge 
P h i l l i p s ,  o f  o u r S ta te  Road D e p a rtm e n t, t h a t  th e  f i r s t  
m a in  h ighw ay in  A labam a to  be c o n s tru c te d  w ou ld  be 
th ro u g h  B irm ingham , M ontgom ery and s o u th e a s te r2 y  th ro u g h  
A n d a lu s ia  c o n n e c tin g  up  th ro u g h  Jackson C o u n ty  w ith  th e  
O ld  S pa n ish  D e ra il. T h is ,  i  presum e, i s  a mere t e n t a t iv e  
p la n ,  and you. sh o u ld  ta k e  im m e d ia te  m easures to  c o n v in c e  
y o u r  S ta te  Road D e p t, t h a t  t h i s  p rog ram  i s  n o t  th e  l o g i 
c a l one to  c a r r y  o u t .

M o b ile  w o u ld  heva a  v e ry  s tro n g  case a lo n g  t h i s  
l in e  o f  argum ent t h a t  Escam bia  C oun ty  F lo r id a  xvas now 
c o n s t ru c t in g  a paved ro a d  n o r th  to  th e  Alabama L in a  a t  
F lo m a to n ; th a t  we a re  a ls o  b r id g in g  th e  Escam bia  R iv e r ,  
and w ould  th u s  have a s p le n d id  ro a d  system  com p le te  fro m  
F lom aton  to  T a lla h a s s e e , as a l l  o f  th e  b r id g e s  a re  now 
b e in g  c o n s tru c te d ;  t h a t  i f  th e y  go th ro u g h  A n d a lu s ia  th e y  
w i l l  s t r i k e  r a th e r  p o o r  road3 th ro u g h  Jackson  C o u n ty ,F lo r id a  
as th e re  i s  no money a v a i la b le  f o r  c o n n e c tin g  M arianna  w i th  
th e  Alabama l i n e .  By c o n s t ru c t in g  th e  roa d  fro m  B irm ingham  
th ro u g h  Montgomery to  M o b ile , th e y  w i l l  se rve  th e  d o u b le  p u r 
pose o f  accom oda ting  m o to r t r a v e l  d e s t in e d  f o r  Hew O rle a n s  
and th e  W est, and f o r  J a c k s o n v i l le  ar.d M iam i on th e  e a s t ,  
and t h a t  t h is  ro a d  sh o u ld  be th e  f i r s t  to  oe c o n s tru c te d  
f o r  t h a t  rea so n . T h is  w i l l  enab le  you a ls o  t o  s t r e s s  th e
n e c e s s ity  o f  c o n s t ru c t in g  the  ro a d  th ro u g h  F lo m a to n , Bay 
M in e t te  and b r id g in g  M o b ile  B ay. X t h in k  a c t io n  sh o u ld  be 
ta k e n  a t  once l y  you H o b i l ia n s  in  o rd e r  to  head o f f  f u r t h e r  
deve lopm en t o f  the  A n d a lu s ia  id e a .

I  w ould  l i k e  an o p p o r tu n ity  to  come o v e r  to  M o b ile  
and h o ld  c o n fe re n ce  w i t h  you , and p ro b a b ly  a d d re ss  th e  K iw a A is  
o r  R o ta ry , o r  Chamber o f  Course r o e , "  and h e lp  you in  t h is  move
m en t. P ro b a b ly  some t im e  in  F e b ru a ry  w o u ld  s p i t  me b e t t e r /
I  have o th e r  m a tte rs  t o  t a l k  o v e r w ith  you a ls o ,  in  re g a rd  
to  th e  O ld  S pa n ish  T r a i l .

V e ry  s in c e r e ly ,

Copy fo  M r. A ye rs V ic e -F re e , f o r  F la


