
!an A ntonio, Texas, 
May 9 th , 1922

Mr. H. B. A yres,
M obile, A1abama.

Dear H arra l:-

I have ju s t  returned  n igh t b efore  l a s t  from the Border in ­
sp e c t io n  w ith  McCrory, Losh, Fauntleroy and C olonel Jadwin, and to  
t a l l  you the tr ip  was a su ccess  i s  p u tt in g  i t  in  a very mild form.
I t  was a HUGE su c c e ss .

Zapata County’s tax a b le  v a lu es  w i l l  not perm it o f  them votin g  
th e ir  f i f t y  per cent o f  th e  c o s t  o f  co n str u c tio n , but the S ta te  High­
way Department has agreed to 'p eak  th e  approp ria tion  with s t a te  aid  
for  whatever they need. The p e t i t io n s  have already been presen ted  
to  th e  v o te r s  and p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f  them signed  i t .  The commiss­
io n e r s  court w i l l  meet in  sp e c ia l s e s s io n  Friday to  order the 
e le c t io n .  The same i s  tru e  o f  Starr County but they  have a much 
la r g e r  p op u la tion  and i t  w i l l  probably take them a day or two lon g­
er to  g e t sign ed  up. Their court w i l l  meet Friday afternoon and 
order the e le c t io n .  I am to  be at Zapata Friday morning to a s s i s t  
the Commissioners Court in g e t t in g  th e  e le c t io n  thru  w ithout any 
m ista k es . I am to do the same th in g  fnr the Starr County peop le  
Friday a ftern o o n .

Webb County i s  a lread y  b u i l t  to  the Zapata County l i n e .  
H idalgo County i s  a lread y  fin an ced . Cameron County w il l  order her 
e le c t io n  tomorrow and fin a n ce  her p a rt o f  i t .  Now, you hear about 
th in g s  go ing  over w ith a "whoop", I would l ik e  to  know i f  you ever 
heard o f  anyth ing  that beat t h i s .

Vie had to  abandon our in sp e c tio n  tr ip  from Laredo to Del Rio 
so we cou ld  f in i s h  up t h i s  job w h ile  we had every th in g  ju s t  r ig h t .  
B esid es  th a t ,  the Laredo p eo p le  wanted a few days to th ink  over 
th e ir  problem s between Laredo and th e  Maverick County l in e .  75 
m ile s  o f  ra th er  heavy co n stru c tio n  on account o f  a great many 
b r id g es  b e in g  n ecessa ry , running thru  a t e r r ito r y  u n inhab ited , 
and w i l l  be o f  very much va lu e  to  Laredo other than as a to u r is t  
p r o p o s it io n .

I succeeded in  g e t t in g  th e  S ta te  and Federal Government to  
agree to a detour v ia  A shertcn and C arrizo Springs in  the event 
th e  Laredo p eop le  d id n ’t  th in k  i t  a d v isea b le  to  tr y  to fin an ce  
th e ir  p art o f  i t .

* From B row n sv ille  to Laredo has been adopted as a primary 
highw ay, and wri l l  r e c e iv e  50f> a id , excep t Zapata County. Their 
ta x a b le  v a lu es  w i l l  not perm it o f  them v o tin g  h a lf  the c o s t  but 
th ey  are to  v o te  the l im i t  and the S ta te  Highway Department i t  
to  fu rn ish  the money Jto-‘ f in is h  the job out o f  S ta te  a id .

Our t r ip  was a very strenuous one on account o f  being in  
th e  r a in  th e  f i r s t  day go in g  to  B r o w n sv ille , and ju s t  two days 
behind a n ine inch ra in  at Premont and F a lfu r r ia s  which washed
away p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  the b r id g es  and c u lb e r t s ,  and at the same 
tim e they had a flo o d  in  Zapata County. There had been no


