
- 2 -

alone i t  w i l l  be the n o tio n 's  b est known highway.

The OS? A sso c ia tio n  in  the past ten  years has published  40 ,000 s e r 
v ic e  and general naps; 10 ,000 fo u r -c o lo r  lith o g ra p h  w a ll maps; 50,000  
m isce llan eou s l e a f l e t s  and b o o k le ts; £0 ,000 T ravelogs and now has a 
w ealth  o f m ater ia l ready for  a Texas T ravelog o f 20,000 co p ie s ; magazine 
and fea tu re  a r t i c le s  have reached a c ir c u la t io n  o f over 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; over 
2000 m ile s  o f roads have been marked and new marking i s  n ecessary ; zero 
m ile sto n es  have been dedicated  by p res id en ts  and governors; OS? f i e l d  
men have tra v e led  over 50,000 m iles  in  t h i s  work, in  the e a r ly  days they  
wallowed in  mu a t and mi re working out courses o f the highway a cro ss  the 
co n tin en t; now the women are organ iz in g  and b e a u tify in g  the highway and 
they too  have made great c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  the s e r v ic e .

I s  a l l  th is  now to be broken down and a l l  th is  tim e and money to  
be wasted? And what exp lan ation  can we as Texans make to th ese  other  
s t a te s  from F lorid a  to  C a lifo rn ia  that tru s ted  our lo y a l ty  and en tru sted  
the n a tio n a l work to  Texans? "/hat i s  the Texas s i tu a t io n  w ith  a trunk
l in e  north and south and one e a s t  and w est, both marked J e ffer so n  Davis 
and both o f  them n a tio n a lly  known highways of in t e r e s ta t e  character and 
w ith  n a t io n a lly  recogn ized  names? And what o f  the great tr a v e l move
ment th a t depends ur>on the n a tio n a l tru n k lin es  to  carry them on th e ir  
in t e r s ta t e  journeys?

Texas i s  the middle th ird  on the Old Spanish T r a il .  I t s  geographi 
co l lo c a t io n  w i l l  g ive i t  la rg e  advantage in  brin g in g  and keeping tr a v e l  
in  the s t a t e .  Texas has lands to  s e t t l e ;  i t  needs investm ent and de
velopm ent------a l l  th is  good w i l l  and n a tio n a l in t e r e s t  b u i l t  up by ten
years o f work should not be l i g h t l y  c a st  a s id e .

Texas, in  naming roads fo r  lo c a l  sen tim en t, should not in te r fe r e  
w ith  highways o f in t e r s ta t e  and n a tio n a l ch aracter . The L incoln  High
way i f  named and marked according to  the ideas o f  each s ta te  would soon 
lan se  os a n a tio n a l highway known to  everyone and sought by ten s o f  
thousands in  th e ir  overland t r ip s .

P lans in v o lv in g  ten s o f thousands o f d o lla r s  are now "in the a ir " - -  
—p rin tin g  tr a v e lo g s , maps, develop ing cam psites and tr a v e l com forts,
marking, b e a u tify in g , m eetin gs, f i e l d  .work---- there can bo no dependence
on^finances or on the a lle g ia n c e  o f the workers in  other s t a t e s ,  or in  
th is  s t a t e ,  and n a tio n a l magazine a r t i c le s  are in  abeyance w ith  a h a lf  
dozen e d it o r ia l  req u ests  before u s . I t  i s  suggested' th i s  c a l l s  for  
such e d it o r ia l  end other a tte n t io n  as you can g iv e . Texas has a v i t a l  
in t e r e s t  in  the p reserva tion  of th is  Old Spanish T ra il p r o je c t , and in  
i t s  utm ost deA'elonment and p u b lic ity . North Texas has the same in 
te r e s t  as South Texas fo r  tr a v e l must nass southward to g e t to th is  
tru n k lin e . ^he idea o f marked co p ies  to  the Highway Commissioners and 
oth ers i s  a lso  subm itted . i t  i s  a. ser io u s  th in g  to hamner, hurt or 

it break a nr&ject th a t has ach ieved  so much and th a t now i s  en joying  un
r iv a l le d  co n stru ctio n  nrogress in  a l l  i t s  s t a t e s ,  and th at has b u i l t  
up such favorab le  re c o g n it io n  a l l  over the U nited S ta te s .

S in c e r e ly ,

WRA / b H. D. Ayres
os? Managing D ir e c to r .


