
In  t h i s  S p a n ish  S o u th  Texas t h e r e  i s  h i s t o r i c a l  in f o r m a t io n  un ­
c o v e re d  thai: s u g g e s ts  an i n t e n s e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  By 
o r g a n iz a t i o n  o u r h e s t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s u r e l y  can  he  i n t e r e s t e d .  I 
c an  se e  how a  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  t r a v e l  and t o u r i s t  i n t e r e s t  c an  he 
f o s t e r e d  to  b r i n g  p e o p le  to  T exas in  th e  C e n te n n ia l  y e a r .  And 
t h i s  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  he su ch  t h a t ,  i f  we c a re d  t o ,  M o n te rre y  and Mex­
ico  C i ty  w ould j o i n  i n . . . t h e  h ighw ay  to  M exico C i ty  w i l l  he  com­
p l e t e l y  p av ed  b e f o r e  th e n .  T h ere  i s  a  p o s s ib l e  p u l l i n g  pow er in  
a l l  t h i s  to  draw  th e  N a t io n 's  t r a v e l e r s  so u th w a rd . Our h ig h w ay  
d e p a r tm e n t w ould  h av e  l i t t l e  to  do to  p r e p a r e  th e  HEsAsd S p a n ish  
t r a i l s  f o r  l i g h t  t r a v e l  (n o t  f o r  e x p e n s iv e  co m m erc ia l and t r u c k  
t r a v e l )  and a  la n d  r i c h  in  o ld  S p a n ish  a tm o sp h e re  w ould  he  o p e n ed . 
A ll  S o u th  Texas c i t i e s  w ould  he  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h i s .  M o reo v er, 
b r i n g in g  t h i s  o ld  S p a n ish  h i s t o r y  o u t  i n s t e a d  o f  l e t t i n g  i t  h e  h u r id  
f o r e v e r  in  o b l iv io n  w ould he  a  f i n e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  Texas th a n  
ev en  th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  th e  Alamo. I c an  show you many th in g s  when 
you a r r i v e .

F o r y e a r s  I  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  th e r e  was so m th in g  b i g  i n  S p a n ish  
a c t i v i t i e s  in  Texas to  c a u s e  su c h  m is s io n s  a s  a t  San A n to n io  to  be 
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  San J o s e  " th e  g r e a t e s t  in  a l l  New S p a in ,"  and New 
S p a in  em braced  M ex ico , and t h i s  n o r th e r n  t e r r i t o r y ,  and  C e n tr a l  Ame» 
i c a ,  and S o u th  A m erica  a ro u n d  th e  G u lf ,  and th e  W est I n d i e s ,  and th e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  G re a t m inds and c o n s id e r a b le  money in  a  p e r io d  o f  
w eak en in g  pow er and s c a r c i t y  o f  f u n d s ,  w ere  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h e r e ;  n o t  
on one m is s io n  b u t  on f i v e  m is s io n s  and  a  r o y a l l y  s u p p o r te d  c i t y .  
Such m is s io n  s t r u c t u r e s  w ere  n o t  f o r  I n d ia n s  a lo n e ;  th e y  w ere  b u i l t  
w i th  g r e a t e r  th o u g h ts  in  m in d . T oday, in  t h e i r  n e g l e c t  and  in  h
th e  l i t t l e  h i s t o r y  t h a t  i s  m  p r i n t ,  th e y  a r e  n o t  much f o r  a  C e n te n ­
n i a l  to  t i e  t o ,  b u t  a l l  th e s e  S o u th  T exas S p a n ish  l o c a l i t i e s ,  i f  
g iv e n  t h e i r  t r u e  h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g ,  c an  be  made a  pow er o f  i n t e s k s t  
f o r  th e  C e n te n n ia l .

I  e n c lo s e  a  map o u t l i n e  o f  th e  S p a n ish  a r t e r i e s ;  th e s e  t r a i l  
c o u r s e s  w i l l  change  h i s t o r y  i f  h i s t o r i c a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I  h a v e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  num ber o f  w i ld e r n e s s  c o n t r o l  p o i n t s ,  and t h e r e  i s  
im p o r ta n t  m a t e r i a l  a t  a  num ber o f  p l a c e s  a lo n g  th e s e  t r a i l s .  The 
map a t  l e a s t  w i l l  g iv e  y o u n a  m e n ta l p i c t u r e .

The r e a s o n  th e  r i c h  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  San A n to n io  m is s io n s  h a s  n e v e r  
b e e n  w r i t t e n  i s  b e c a u se  t h i s  b a ck g ro u n d  i s  unknow n, and much l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  i s  s c a t t e r e d  o r  unknow n. Our s t u d i e s  o f  San J o s e  u n c o v e rd  
many le a d s  and much h i s t o r y

C a l i f o r n i a ,  S a n ta  F e , and  New O r le a n s ,  h av e  an e x te n s iv e  a r r a y  
o f  m odern books t h a t  s t e a d i l y  i n t e r e s t  p e o p le  i n  th o s e  c e n t e r s .
San A n to n io  and S o u th  T exas w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  an  e x te n s iv e  h i s t o r y  
l i t e r a t u r e  when th e  b a s i c  S p a n ish  h i s t o r y  i s  dug o u t ,  woven to g e t h e r  
and made a c c e s s i b l e ,  and n o t  u n t i l  th e n .

T h is i s  b u t  a  h a s t y  l e t t e r .  Y ours h a s  b u t  j u s t  a r r i v e d .  You 
w i l l  u n d e r s ta n d  m ore c l e a r l y  when you can  s e e  maps and d a t a .  T h ere  
i s  no q u e s t io n  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  r i c h  f i e l d  f o r  o rg a n iz e d  c o o p e r a t io n .
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