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G u l f p o r t , M i s s i s s i p p i

The fo l lo w in g  i s  the  ta x  r a t e s  from 1915 to  1930 f o r  bo th  
C i t y  and County on p r o p e r ty  w i th in  th e  C i ty  of G u l fp o r t ,  w hich is  
t y p i c a l  o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  in  a l l  of the  o t h e r  c i t i e s  .and towns 
in  th e  County, to w its

G U L F P O R T

YEAR CITY COUNTY TOTALS

1915 13 m i l l s 13.81 35.81
1316 17 " 18. 30 35.30
1317 17 " 31. 34 38. 34
1318 17. 5 30, 33 37. 73
1919 19,75 30.30 39.35
1330 31. 75 30.75 51.75

You w i l l  n o t i c e  from th e  above t h a t  the  ta x  r a t e s  f o r  
1330 was f i v e  and tw o - th n th s  p e r  c e n t  and i s  based upon a  r a t h e r  
h ig h  v a lu a t io n .  This w i l l  be made e l a e r  to  you by c o n s i d e r in g  
th e  a s se ssem tn  of an av e rag e  beach home. Very few of them a re  
w orth  l e s s  th an  S ix  thousand  D o l la r s  and th e  av e rag e  would be 
ap p ro p x im ate1 y $8 ,000 .  The u s u a l  a s s e s s e d  v a lu a t io n  o f . a  p ro 
p e r t y  w orth  $8 ,000  i s  from f iv e  to  s i x  thousand and t h i s  a t  f i v e  
and tw o - t e n th s  p e r  cen t  p rod u ces  $860,00 p e r  year  in  ta x e s .
In  o t h e r  words i t  c o s t s  a rcan $31.00 p e r  month to  l i v e  i n  h is  
own beach heme. I mention  t h i a  in  o rd e r  t h a t  you may u n d e rs ta n d  
the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  to  be met in  o rd e r  to  se c u re  the  n e c e s s a ry  
funds  to  c a r r y  ou t the S p an ish  T r a i l  p r e f e c t  in  H a r r i so n  County, 
as  you in d i c a t e d  i t  to  me. I a n t i c i p a t e  from what you to l d  me 
t h a t  th e  b r id g e  a c ro s s  Back Bay B i lo x i  w i l l  c o s t  ap p ro x im a te ly  

$ 3 0 ,0 0 0 ;  the  b r id g e  a c ro s s  Bay S t .  Louis n o t  l e s s  th an  $500,000; 
te n  m i le s  of beach p r o t e c t i o n  a t  $30,000 p e r  m ile  would c o s t  
$300 ,000; 30 m i le s  o f road improvements a t  $35,000 p e r  m ile  
would c o s t  $500 ,000 .  In  o rd e r  to  com plete  the  p r o j e c t  One 
M i l l io n  e ix  hundred thousand  d o l l a r s  would be r e q u i r e d .  Of which 
H a r r i so n  County would be r e q u i re d  to  J u t  up a t  l e a s t  $800,000.
A bond i s s u e  of t h i s  s i z e  a t  t h i s  time t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t io n  
th e  bonds now o u t s ta n d in g  would in c r e a s e  th e  r a t e s  o f  t a x a t i o n  on 
p r o p e r ty  in  t h i s  county  to  about e ig h t  p e r  c e n t  which would 
p r a c t i c a l l y  amount to  a c o n f i 3 i c a t i o n  o f  a  p r o p e r ty ,  as  no b u s i 
n e s s  man would ca re  to  won r e a l  p r o p e r ty  anywhere w i th  such a 
r a t e  o f  t a x a t i o n .

In reg a rd  to  the  Laws of M i s s i s s i p p i  g o v ern in g  t h r  i s su an ce  
of bonds! The Laws of 1S16, Chap. 174 amending the  Laws o f  1914 
Chap. 176 r e q u i r e s  Boards o f  S u p e rv i s o r s  to  o rd e r  an e l e c t i o n  to  
a s c e r t a i n  the* w i l l  o f  th e  p eo p le  on th e  i s su a n c e  of road  bonds 
in  ex cess  o f  $500,000. See. 331 o f  th e  Coda o f  1S06 r e l a t i n g  to  
th e  is su a n c e  of bends by County S u p e rv i s o r s  p r o h i b i t s  th e  is su a n c e  
o f  bends to  an amount which added to  a l l  o th e r  bonded in d e b te d n e ss  
o f  a coun ty  which exceeds f i v e  p e r  cen t  o f  th e  v a lu a t io n  o f  th e
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