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San A nto n io ,  Texas, 
March 2 4 th , 1928.

S r .  Don A le jan d ro  P a d i l l a  Y B e l l ,  
Ambassador o f  S pa in ,
Washington, P. C.

Dear S r.  Ambassador:

D uring my absence from t h i s  c i t y  the esteemed communication o f  your 

E x ce l len cy  was r e c e iv e d  answ ering  my l e t t e r s  of F eb ru a ry  2 5 th  and the  

8 th  i n s to  r e f e r r i n g  to th e  Old Spanish  T r a i l .  Your communication had 

th e  d a te  o f th e  13 th  i n s t .

The gen tlem an o f  th e  Old Spanish  T r a i l  here was e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e 

g a rd in g  th e  i n t e r e s t  shown by your E x c e l le n c y  in  t h i s  work and e s 

p e c i a l l y  in  th e  in a u g u r a l  f e s t i v i t i e s  o f  the  g r e a t  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  

highway t h a t  s h a l l  t a k e  p lace  in  the  c i t y  o f  S t .  A u g u s t in e ,  F l o r i d a ,  

Thursday, June 14.5.n ex t .  The program of f e s t i v i t i e s  as  per  en c lo sed  

copy of l e t t e r  from th e  gen tlem an of S t .  A ugustine  i s  as fo l lo w s :

I .  A motorcade view of th e  c i t y .
I I .  C e le b r a t io n  and D e d ic a t io n ,  4 P.M.

I I I .  B anquet,  6 P.M., This to  be u n io n  of a l l  th e  s e r v ic e
c lu b s  of the  c i t y  and th e  g u e s t s .  I t  shou ld  number 500.

The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  S p a i n . s h a l l  be co n s id e re d  as a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

g u e s t .  I  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  i f  th e  Spanish  Government d ec id e s  to  send 

some v/ar s h ip s  to th e  F lo r i d a  Coast th e  American Navy w i l l  a l s o p a r -
tjLv

t i c i p a t e .  I  tak e  th e  l i b e r t y  of s u g g e s t in g  to  your E x c e l l e n c y  the  

id e a  o f  sen d in g  war s h i p s , i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e ,  would g iv e  th e  c e l e b r a t i o n  

a more f r a t e r n a l  c h a r a c t e r  and w i l l  i n c i d e n t a l l y  se rv e  to  show th e  

American people  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  the  modern Span ish  n av a l  i n d u s t r y .

The en c lo s e d  l e t t e r s ,  one from:,the Managing D i r e c t o r  o f  the  Spanish  

T r a i l  i n  t h i s  c i t y ,  Mr. H a r ra l  A y res ,  and th e  o th e r  -ease a copy, a l r e a d y  

a l l u d e d  to  above, of th e  gen tlem an of the  S t .  A ugustine  Committee,

Mr. P e r r y  Ti. Powell o f  S t .  A u g u s t in e ,  F l o r i d a ,  w i l l  g ive  your E x ce l len cy  

a l l  th e  in f o rm a t io n  r e q u i r e d  co n ce rn in g  th e  announced c e l e b r a t i o n .

I  am l e a v i n g  f o r  Mexico p r e t t y  soon and I w i l l  not be i n  a po

s i t i o n  to  se rv e  a s  a c o n n e c t io n  between your E x c e l l e n c y  and th e s e  

f r i e n d s ,  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  and f o r  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y  I  w i l l  pu t  a t  th e  

f o o t - o f -  thj s l e t  t e r  th e  name and a d d r e s s e s  o f th e  g en t lem en  wj t h  whom 

y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  may w ish  to  be i n  c o n t a c t  i n  th e  f u t u r e .  No one o f  

them sp eak s  S p a n is h .

With th e  g r e a t e s t  r e s o e c t ,  I  beg to  rem ain
v e ry  s i n c e r e l y

(S igned)  p io  N ° r i e g a


