
highw ay or its te rr ito ry  the Spanish a tm osphere  greets 
him . St. A ugustine, T a llahassee, Pensacola , M obile, 
N ew  O rleans, San A ntonio, E l P aso , L as Cruces, T u c 
son, Y um a, San D iego! E a s t  or w est, desert, m oun
tains o r gulf, the  m arks of th e  p a d r e s  and  th e  c o n -  
q u is t a d o r e s  are there  to  m ake m en pause and  try  to  
p eer in to  th a t  courageous past.

A t firs t the  p ro ject was a d ream  to  connect N ew  
O rleans, La., w ith  M iam i, F la . T h e  Spanish  a tm os
phere  E a s t is no t so pronounced  as in  the  W est. I t  
lies bu ried  un d er a m ass of m odern  ideas. W h y  d id n ’t  
th ey  give th eir little  p ro jec t som e com m onplace nam e, 
som e M a in  S tree t thought?  I  have asked often who 
tho u g h t of the  nam e? W h a t vision p ro m p ted  it? I d o  
no t know. T h e  m inds of those m en a re  hazy on  this. 
I t  was several years before th e  d ream  child  spanned  
the continent. W hen  it  d id  and  th e  w ealth  of Spanish 
h isto ry  and  rom ance in th e  Southw est enveloped it, 
th e  Old Spanish T ra il  was found so app ro p ria te ly  
nam ed  no  one will ever come in response to  its lu re  
an d  find its h isto ry  lacking.

T h e  O ld Spanish  T ra il  coun try  will becom e the 
N a tio n ’s p layground . F lo rid a  and  C aliforn ia  have 
long been the p o p u lar re trea ts  of the  people. T he  
co u n try  lying betw een, th e  G ulf of M exico co u n try  and  
the M exican  B order coun try  are  as a lluring, and  now 
th ey  a re  opened. T h e  travel m ovem ent is a lready  
changing  for trave le rs are learn ing  th ey  can  head  due 
south  and find trave l com forts an d  the benediction  of 
a sunsh iny  clim ate all w in ter.

In  the  E a s t the  people are  capitalizing  th e  Old 
Spanish  T ra il  nam e. T h ey  know  people will be d raw n  
by  th a t  nam e. In  the W est they  are  still toy ing  w ith 
a m edley  of nam es or a colorless highw ay num ber. 
Y et th e  old Spanish a tm osphere  of th e  W est is one of 
its glories.

T h e  real capita lization  of the  O ld Spanish  T ra il  
now  confronts us. T h e  m ost fascinating  lands on the 
A m erican  con tinen t are now linked tog eth er by  the 
golden b and  of an  h istoric travehvay— F lo rid a , M obile 
and her bay , the M ississippi C oast, N ew  O rleans and  
Louisiana, South T exas, Old M exico, sou thern  N ew  
M exico, A rizona and  C aliforn ia . T h is  is A m erica’s 
o ldest frontier. I t  is the  las t fro n tie r for hom eseekers, 
and  the w ealth  of a g rea t N atio n  is a lready  pouring  
in to  it. W hen h ighw ay num bers shall have passed 
in to  oblivion the O ld Spanish  T ra il  will be lu ring  people 
to  its lands as its founders d ream ed .
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T H E BAKER, MINERAL W ELLS, 300 ROOMS 300 BATHS 
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