
more re a d ily  seek by auto the opportun ities  he wants. More people, I  am re

l ia b ly  informed, entered southern C a lifo rn ia  th is  past year over the Old 

Spanish T ra i l  than by tra in #  Recently, while in  F lo r id a , a h o te l man showed 

me h is  re g is te r}  the r a t io  o f a rr iv a ls  were 140 by auto to  7 by t r a in .  T. H« 

MacDonald, Chief o f the Federal Bureau o f  Roads, reports "as a whole, t r a f f io  

on the roads o f the United States has doubled in  less than f iv e  y e a rs .11

The lo c a l people are educated to  a devotion to  th e ir  lo c a l crops. The 

’’t o u r is t  crop” is  B t i l l  something hazy and the people are slow ad justing  them

selves to  the a rts  o f cooperation to  bring  th is  "crop" to  th e ir  lo c a l i t y .

For a generation, while n a tio na l highways have been slowly developing, 

the American tra v e le r  has been roaming about. The n a tio na l parks o f  the West 

have a ttra c te d  him in  summer. Canada claims §200,000,000 annually from the 

to u r is t .  C a lifo rn ia  and F lo rid a  have bean un ive rsa l o b je c tive s , Now a new 

world is  opening close to  the centers o f popu la tion  and wealth. A fte r  15 

years o f work the Old Spanish T ra i l  o ffe rs  f in e  d r iv in g  from S t. Augustine, 

F lo rid a  to  San Diego, C a lifo rn ia  and paved feeders in  the East are b u ild in g  

down to  i t .  A h a lf  o f  th is  highway is  now paved, most o f the remainder is  

g rave l, and but two fe r r ie s  remain. I t  t ie s  together the romantic c it ie s  o f 

the three centuries o f  the Spanish era j the realms th a t the old Spanish padres 

and conquistadores loved so w e ll and crowned w ith  so many remarkable works.

I t  l ie s  in  the w in te r sunshine b e lt from F lo r id a  to  C a lifo rn ia . I t  opens the 

G u lf o f  Mexico country and the Mexican Border country, and now highways down 

in to  Old Mexico are opening th a t in te re s tin g  land to  Old Spanish T ra i l  t r a v e l.

Moreover, th is  fa r  southern trunk  lin e  opens the la s t and g reatest f r o n t ie r  
to  the home seeker and inves to r and a new n a tio na l m ig ra tion  is  tu rn in g  to  
th is  newly opened w orld. The covered wagon and the ra ilro a d  have performed 
w e ll th e ir  p a rt as t e r r i t o r i a l  developers* today i t  is  the age o f the automo
b i le .  The people o f th is  fa r  southern land have poured th e ir  hearts and 
souls and $70,000,000 in to  those thousands o f m iles o f roads and J5 m iles o f 
bridges and causeways and are committed to  $40,000,000 more. A people and 
a land capable o f  th is  have muoh to  o f fe r  the American tra v e le r .


