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good roads t a l k  and to o  l i t t l e  g od roads a c t io n .  B u t,w e  a re  v e ry  
l a r g e ly  to  blame f o r  t h a t  o u rs e lv e s . Take th e  re c e n t J a c k s o n v i l le  
m e e t in g , fo r  an exam ple. I  induced  th e  C le rm ont b o a rd  o f  tra d e  to  
send i t s  s e c re ta ry .  He is  one o f  th o se  fe l lo w s  who c a n 't  sa y  a word  
on h is  f e e t  and ,as  a m a tte r  o f  f a c t  he c a n 't  say  much a t  any  t im e .
He came back c o m p la in in g  th a t  th e  m e e tin g  was h e ld  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  
o f J a c k s o n v i l le  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  re m in d e r  o f  th e  s ta te . '  I  asked  
h im  why he d id n ' t  p r o te s t  and h is  r e p ly  was th a t  he d id n ' t  w ant to  
g e t in  th e  way o f  th e  J a c k s o n v i l le  steam r o l l e r .  I t  was a F lo r id a  
m eeting  y e t th e re  were b u t  17 F lo r id a  com m unities re p re s e n te d  and o f  
th e  100 ,o d d ,d e le g a te s  on th e  f l o o r  more th a n  80 were re p re s e n ta t iv e s  
o f  J a c k s o n v il le  c lu b s  and a s s o c ia t io n s — chamber o f com m erce,auto  
c lu b .K iw a n is ,R o ta ry  e tc .  Nobody in  th e  w o r ld  t o  blame f o r  o u r c o n d it io n  
b u t  o u rs e lv e s . Too many w e a k lin g s  in  h ig h  p la c e . Too much d is p o s i t io n  
t o  t r y  to  blam e some o th e r  f e l lo w  f o r  our own s h o rtc m in g s .

I  b e lie v e  you have th e  r i g h t  id e a . I  was s o r r y  you were n o t  a t  
th e  J a c k s o n v il le  m e e tin g . You m ig h t n o t  have secured a n y th in g  f o r  yo u r  
s e l f  o r f o r  th e  w es te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  s ta te  b u t  you w ou ld  have l e t  th e  
J a c k s o n v i l le  o u t f i t  know you were th e re  and t h a t  you d id n ' t  l i k e  t h e i r  
rough  s t u f f , i f  th e y  were hand ing  o u t rough  s t u f f — I  have o n ly  th e  word  
o f  o u r man who i3  n o t  v e ry  w e l l  p os te d  i n  such m a tte rs  and who may be 
t r y in g  to  a l i b i  h is  f a i lu r e  to  a cc o m p lis h  a n y th in g .

I  have v j r i t t e n  M r s .P h i l l ip s  su g g e s tin g  t h a t  she do w hat she 
can to  f u r t h e r  th e  Tampa f a i r  idea  i f  o n ly  to  a t t r a c t  a t te n t io n  to  
th e  OST. I  h a v e n 't  had tim e  i n  w hich  t o  re c e iv e  a r e p ly  fro m  h e r .  I  
hope she w i l l  h e lp  us and,when she c a l l s  h e r c o n fe re n c e ,a s  su gg e s t
ed by  you,we w i l l  g e t b eh in d  h e r i f  she needs a ny  h e lp  i n  c re a t in g  
s e n tim e n t i n  fa v o r  o f  i t .

I  co u ld  U3e JO o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  b o o k le ts  i f  I  had them .
I  t r a v e l  some and can d is t r ib u t e  them where th e y  w i l l  do th e  m ost 
good.

T ru s t in g  th a t  I  may s t i c k  a round  th e  s ta te  lo n g  enough to  
see you i n  a c t io n , f ig h t in g  a lu m g a to rs  in  th e  e v e rg la d e s ,a n d  t r y in g  
to  b u i ld  good roads a c ro ss  th e  w est c o a s t swamps and m aking good a t  
i t  b e lie v e  me to  be .

Yours v e ry  t r u l y ,

George H .C lem ents , j\


