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H arra l A y re s , M anaging D irector  
O f O ld  Spanish  T ra il D ecora ted  by  
R ep resen ta tive  o f K in g  A lfon so  X III  j

H arra l A yres, m a n a g in g  rtiroc-1 
tor  o f  th e  Okl S p an ish  T ra il d e 
ve lo p m en t. w a s d ecorated  by th e  
K in g  o f  S p a in  T u esd a y  n ig h t  a t  
th e  h o m e  o f  M rs. H en ry  D rou gh t, 
1215 N orth  St. M ary’s S treet.

S p an ish  C onsu l P a b lo  de U barri 
co n ferred  th e  C on d ecoration  o f th e  
R o y a l O rder o f Isa b e l la  C ato lica  
a s th e  o ff ic ia l r ep resen tta iv e  of 
K in g  A lfo n so  XIIT o f  S pain . In  
m ilita r y  u n iform , U b arr i m a rch ed  
a t  th e  s id e  o f  A y res to th e  p o s i
tion  w h ere  th e  h o n o r  w a s  c o n 
ferred . A n u m b er  o f  d istin g u ish ed  
g u e s ts  w ere  a t  th e  recep tio n  and  
b oth  s id es  o f  th e  h a ll w ere  lined .

A s A y res an d  U b arr i reach ed  th e  
end o f  th e  h a ll th e y  tu rn ed  and  
a fte r  U barri had  been  in trod u ced , 
th e  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  k in g  w a s  read. 
U barri read th e  m essa g e  in  S p a n 
ish  and  co n clu d ed  by fa ste n in g  
th e  ribbon o f  th e  m ed a l ab ou t  
A y res’ neck . A yres, resp o n d in g , 

•voiced  th e  ap p rec ia tio n  o f  h im se lf  
and  o f th o se  co n n ected  w ith  d e 
v e lo p in g  th e  old  S p an ish  T rail. H e  
con clu d ed  h is  rem a rk s  b y  sa y in g  

. th e  p eop le  w h o  had a ss is ted  in th e  
w ork  w ere  eq u a lly  ap p rec ia tiv e  
b ecau se  th e y  w ere  c er ta in  th e  O r
der had  been  co n ferred  to  a ll  in  

•' th e  n a m e  o f  A yres, 
j In th e  o ff ic ia l p arty  w ere  M rs. i 

.1 D rou gh t, Mn.i. W illia m  L assiter , 
j co m m a n d er  o f  th e  E ig h th  C orps  
j A rea , and h is  s ta ff:  E n r iq u e  San -  
j tibanez, co n su l-g e n e r a l o f  M exico;
J Col. H . M. D ick m an , p resid en t o f  

t h e  San A n ton io  A u to m o b ile  
L eagu e; W ern er  N . B eck m a n , r e p 
resen ta tiv e  o f  th e  Old Span ish  
T rail B oard; D r. F r e d e r ic k  C om be,
T . H . E th er id g e , p res id en t o f  th e  
San A n ton io  rea l e s ta te  board; 
M ayor C. M. C ham bers. C ounty  
Ju d ge  P erry  S. R ob ertson , S ta te  
S en ator  W . A. W illia m so n , A rnold  
S h an k lin , fo rm er  U n ited  S ta tes  
c o n su l-g en era l to  M exico , and W a l
ter  W a lth a ll o f  th e  San A n ton io  

j  C h am b er o f  C om m erce.
O th ers p resen t w e r e  M rs. J . A. 

M cIn tosh , M iss M ary B on n er , M rs.
C. A . B on n er , M rs. R o sa m u n d

N iles . M rs. . . B. L ecw rig h t. M rs. 
W alter  W a lth a ll. J u d g e  W . W . 
K in g . M rs. A lico  A dam s, M rs. J . 
F ra n k  D avis, Mr. and M rs. Marry 
D rou gh t. Mr. and  Mrs. G erald  
D rou gh t. Mr. and  M rs. F ra n c is  
D ro u g h t. J . F r a n k  D avis. Col. and  
M rs. S ter lin g  A dam s, J u d g e  and  
M rs. P erry  R ob in son , Mr. and  Mrs. 
F red  W . M alley. M rs. J . P . Sm ith . 
Mr. an d  M rs. David  G riffin  and  
Col. and M rs. H . M. D ick m an .

T h e  excep tio n a l d istin c tio n  w as  
g iv en  to A yres b eca u se  o f h is  serv 
ice in o p en in g  th e  Old S p an ish  
T rail. H is  title  is th a t  o f  K n ig h t  
C om m an d er  w ith  th e  c o m p lim en 
tary  t it le  o f ‘T llu str isim o ."
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^ELL-EARNED DisYlNCTION 

FOR HARRAL AYRES

Rc^ogniWg his work in creating 
most whvvhy and enduring memori 
to thpMndmnitable explorers, conqui 
tadorcs and padres who centuries ag 
blazed thc.t r irst trail across the Nort 
American continent, King Alfons 
XIII of Spain has conferred upo 
Harral Ayres. Managing Director c 
the Old Spanish Trail Association, th 
Decoration of the Royal Order c 
Isabel la Catolica. with the title c 
Knight Commander.

Fittingly, the presentation—by th 
Spanish consul for Texas and Net 
Mexico, Senor Pablo de Ubarri—too 
place last night in San Antonio, con 
tral point on the transcontinenta 
highway, and for the past ten year 
headquarters of the movement t< 
create this road and promote public 
interest in it. Most appropriate, also 
was the holding of the ceremony ii 
the home of Mrs. Henry Drought, j 
staunch friend to the Association from 
its beginnings and a leader in the re

lated beautification, memorial and 
educational work.

Ponce de Leon. Mcncndez. De Soto,
De Narvaez. Do Vaca. Galvez. De 
Luna. Coronado and other brave, 
spirits who followed the original Span
ish Trail were lured by dreams o'), 
fabulous wealth or conquest, or movecl 
by zeal for their church. Mr. Ayres, 
and his. associates also were led by an 
ideal. They had visions as splendid as 
those which the early adventurers ! 
raised, though far different in nature: {

A new epoch had come—the Motor ■ 
Age. Cities founded by Spanish ex- | 
plorers had grown far richer than the j 
fabled seven in the Cibola of Corona- | 
do’s dreams. But the bays and rivers | 
which sped the conquistadores on their I 
way were barriers to the motorist. So 
this little group of enthusiastic men 
and women—gifted with both imagina
tion and a sense of history—conceived 
the idea of linking these cities together 
with a splendid highway, ultimately to 
be paved, across the continent. The ; 
Old Spanish Trail would bo a memorial j 
to tho seekers after El Dorado, the j 
mission builders, and the founder.; of , 
states. It would preserve priceless 
relics of the Spanish occupation, help 
awaken in Twentieth Century America 
a better appreciation of its glorious 
past, exemplify something of the 
Spanish tradition.

Under Mi-. Ayres’ direction and 
steady-going labors, overcoming many j 
obstacles and discouragements, the, 
movement largely has attained tho5 
objectives. The dedication cercm 
in St. Augustine last spring, the mo; 
cades from sea to sea in the spr, 
and the fall, strikingly called that i. 
estimably worth-while success to publi 
notice. By this honor to the Managing 
Director, King Alfonso shows appre
ciation of service rendered his coun
try, also, through revival of its pa* 
glorics. Too, this is a service to th 
spirit of adventure, which is the welly, 
spring of progress. |


