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o which the state Republican platform of 1220 poin
with pride and which purports to give towns and cities t?g rightkto
supplement state reguletions with trurther? local regul;u;ons not
inconsistent therewith, practically nullified by a provision here-
tofore foreign to lassachusetts law, ngubject to the approval of the
Division", which this bill proposes to strike out.
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his phrase, if sllowed to stand, would become a dangerous
precedent. It gives to a state commission, or its agent, an absolute
veto power over local by-laws duly passed by a town meeting, even

if by a unanimous vote; and this veto power is not given as a pro-
tection against by-laws inconsistent with the constitution, or with
state enactments, for such protection rests with the law officers
of the state; but it is a purely arbitrary power.

Vet the Massachusetts Highway Division has not hesitated to
exercise it to defeal many efforts of towns to make local bill-
hoard regulations; and one or more of its members wish to continue
to exercise it.

It ig of course impossible for the Division of Highways t
inform themselves of the details of local conditions throuch : -
State, and the actual judgment and veto power on town b -fgtmxt the
be exercised by a chief of division or inspector. y-laws must
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