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Jan u a ry  6 th ,  1921

H r . H. R. A yres,
B a t t l e  House,
M obi le ,  Alabama»

Dear Hr. A yres :-

You have a t  l a s t  succeeded  in  g e t t i n g  your P r e s id e n t  to  do a 
l i t t l e  work. I came in  y e s t e rd a y .  Mr. Colp had phoned fo r  B a ird  
t o  go to  Beaumont im m ed ia te ly ,  so I p roduced th e  and sen t  him 
on h i s  way r e j o i c i n g .  I a l s o  found t h a t  Mr. Knight had l e f t  h i s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  and gone to  A rizo n a  t o  ac c e p t  a more l u c r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n .  
I do not know w ith  whom. Of cou rse  Mr. Colp i s  s t i l l  in  th e  E as t  
and I  suppose i s  somewhere around H ouston. Your l e t t e r  f o r  Mr. 
K night I took th e  l i b e r t y  o f  opening  t o  see i f  t h e r e  was a n y th in g  
t h a t  Miss Huey and I co u ld  a t t e n d  t o .  Miss Huey w i l l  im m edia te ly  
make you c o p ie s  and en c lo s e  them in  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  you.

Of cou rse  we a re  go in g  t o  have to  g e t  someone t o  take  Mr- 
K n ig h t ' s  p la c e  and th e  id e a  has  j u s t  occured  to  me t h a t  Tommy Thomp
son might h o t  'oe a bad one fo r  us t o  c o n s id e r .  As you know Tommy 
i s  well v e rsed  in  a lm ost e v e r y th in g ,  a  good c o n v e rsa t  .trial id  and from 
th e  p a s t  y e a r s  ex p e r ie n c e  w i th  him I am in c l i n e d  to  th in k  would make 
good. Ho h as  done a l l  k in d s  o f  p a i n t i n g  and i s  a  man who would c a r r y  
out your o rd e r s  to  th e  l e t t e r  and would no t th in k  fo r  a  moment o f  
c a r r y in g  out any o f  h i s  own id e a s  w i th o u t  f i r s t ,  t a k i n g  i t  up w ith  
t h i s  o f f i c e .  l e  can g e t  Tommy to  go out fo r  us  and I  am p o s i t i v e  
he would make a  s u c c e s s .

Another re a so n  why I sugges t  Tommy, I know he i s  a  good con
s c i e n t i o u s  w orker, needs th e  work and would no t be r a i s i n g  th e  d e v i l  
w i th  us in  t h e  event we were no t  a b le  t o  pay him h i s  s a l a r y  th e  day 
i t  was due. A l l  o f  th e s e  m a t te r s  co n s id e re d  I wish you would th i n k  
i t  over and i f  you th i n k  i t  n e c e s s a ry  I w i l l  put Tommy in  th e  c a r ,  
g iv e  him a l l  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I can ,  a l s o  f u r n i s h  him a  copy o f  the  
l e t t e r  you have j u s t  w r i t t e n  Mr. K n igh t ,  and I f e e l  su re  common sense 
w43il h e lp  him out a  g r e a t  d e a l .

In  r e g a r d  t o  th e  d in n e r  I have had s e v e r a l  t a l k s  w ith  Mr. T y re l l  
and we have concluded  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be much b e t t e r  to  pay him S i . 50 
p e r  cover and l e t  him g e t  a l l  t h e  food n e c e s s a ry ,  g e t t i n g  as  much of 
e v e ry th in g  from th e  V a l le y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  and a d v e r t i s i n g  same on th e  
menu. R egard ing  the  e x h i b i t ,  Mr. Have i s  very  o p t i m i s t i c  but from 
p a s t  perfo rm an ces  o f  th e  V a lley  p eo p le  I am a  l i t t l e  b i t  a f r a i d  t h a t  
th ife  w i l l  n o t  amount to  very  much. The 0hamber o f  Commerce however 
have prom ised  me th e y  would do e v e ry th in g  th ey  co u ld  to  make mfcaa i t  
a  su ccess ,


