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My d ea r  Mr. Ayres:

I t r u s t  you w i l l  pard o n  my d e lay  in  answering your 
l e t t e r ,  as  I was i n  the h o s p i t a l  when your l e t t e r  came, and I 
have j u s t  now re tu rn e d  from an o th e r  t r i p  to the h o s p i t a l .

You w i l l  n o te  i n  r e a d in g  the  account o f  Tucson in  
V i l u r i n g  A rizona" t h a t  the King o f  Spain g ran ted  a c h a r t e r  to th e  
pueblo  del Tucson in  1552, which would p la c e  i t  13 y e a r s  b e fo re  
S t .  A ugustine .  I  am: w ell  aware t h a t  t h i s  s t a te m e n t  i s  q u e s t io n e d .  
However, i t  i s  based upon the  f a c t  t h a t  C h a r le s  I .  of Spain , the 
su cces so r  o f  F erd inand  and I s a b e l l a ,  gave t h i s  c h a r t e r  in  the 
y e a r  m entioned above. The c o n te n t io n  i s  t h a t  the  town was t h e r e 
a f t e r  n ev e r  abandoned. I t  i s  w ell known t h a t  i n  1539 Fray Marcos 
de N iza  on h i s  way .to the  Seven C i t i e s  o f  C ib o la  passed th ro u g h  
the s i t e  o f  Tucson, and i t  i s  sa id  found an In d ian  s e t t l e m e n t  th e r e .  
B o b e r ts  and Hodge, Arizona h i s t o r i a n s ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
s e t t l e m e n t  by Europeans a t  Tucson in  1560. i t  i s  p r e t t y  hard, 
however, to be v ery  dogmatic about th e se  f i r s t  European s e t t l e m e n t s ;  
whether i t  i s  Tucson, S t .  Augustine o r  S an ta  F e . The more I  s tu d y  
the  q u e s t io n  the more I am convinced t h e r e  was in  a l l  th e s e  p la c e s  
a sm all European s e t t l e m e n t ,  which was, s t r i c t l y  speak ing , tem porary .  
P e rh ap s  i n  the case  o f  Tucson th e r e  was a lap se  o f  a few y e a r s ,  
b u t  the p l a n t in g  o f  any European s e t t l e m e n t  and the tem porary  
abandonment would mean t h a t  the  p la c e  would again  ' most l i k e l y  
be s e t t l e d  by Europeans. As I .have s a id  b e fo re ,  th e r e  i  s so much 
d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p in io n  among a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  the case  o f  S t .  Augustine 
and Tucson, some good men b e l i e v in g  t h a t  S t .  Augustine was the  f i r s t  
perm anent s e t t l e m e n t ,  and o t h e r s  d i s p u t i n g  i t ,  I th in k  th e  .quest ion  
o f  Tucson h in g es  on whether the  Spanish King d id  a c t u a l l y  g r a n t  
t h i s  c h a r t e r  to a permanent s e t t l e m e n t ,  which some c la im , o r  to  a 
fu tu r e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  which o t h e r s  con tend  was to be made. I q u i te  
agree  with you t h a t  "a tem porary  s e t t l e m e n t  would n o t  make The son 
a n te d a te  S t .  A u g u s t in e ."  The p o i n t  to be s e t t l e d ,  however, and i t  
i s  a l i t t l e  hard  to  do t h a t , : l i s  as ‘to w hether the s e t t l e m e n t  was 
tem porary  or perm anen t.  There are  p r e t t y  good men on bo th  s id e s  o f 
t h i s  q u e s t io n .  I an. glad you are  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and I am t r u s t i n g  t h a t  
some day the  q u e s t io n  o f  the f i r s t  perm anent s e t t l e m e n t  w i l l  be 
c o n c lu s iv e l y  s e t t l e d .  I would be g lad  o f  t h i s  even i f  i t  proved 
my c o n te n t io n  about Tucson to  be a m i s t a k e .

C o r d ia l ly ,

w.


