
•PHOENIX. Capital of Arizona, a winter health resort, 
commercial center of the noted Salt River irrigation 
district. Phoenix is growing fast. Americans are there 
from every state and are building a fine American city. 
There are 410 mi. of paved roads and streets in the valley. 
The fields grow all kinds of produce. The drives are a 
refreshing experience. Roosevelt Dam is 00 mi. east.

Hotels.—ADAMS leads. LUIIRS and SAVOY, moderate 
priced and good. Two cabin camps and one auto camp, 
cast side: one cabin camp west 11 mi., good. Inf.—Chamber 
of Commerce and the Automobile Club of Arizona.

THE GILA TRAIL
T h e  g e n e ra l c o u r se  o f  th e  G ila  R iver  is  n ow  fo llo w e d  to  V um n, 

w h ere  th e  C olorado an d  th e  Giln jo in  a n d  th e  C o lorad o  w a s  
c ro sse d  to  C a liforn ia . T h e b leak  sa n d s  an d  th e ir  d rab  su rr o u n d ­
in g s  a r e  a  m on o to n o u s jo u r n e y , b u t th e y  are  so i l s  t h a t  o n ly  a w a it  
ir r ig a t io n  to  tra n sfo r m  th is  d e se r t  a s  o th e r s  h a v e  b e en . D o w n  th e  
GHa th e  b a r e fo o t  p ad res p lod d ed  c a r r y in g  th e ir  s t o r y  to  th e  
In d in n s . M any m is s io n s  w ere  e s ta b lish e d ;  48,000 In d ia n s  w ere  
rep o rted  c o n v e rted . T h e  S a n ta  C ruz V a lle y  m is s io n s  b e lo w  
T u cson  w er e  th e ir  sen t o f  e f fo r t ;  from  an d  th r u  t h a t  se c t io n  
th e  c o n q u is ta d o r e s  m arched  to  co n q u er  an d  s e tt le  C a lifo rn ia  
anil th e  p a d re s to p la n t  th e  m is s io n s  a lo n g  th e  P a c i f ic  C oast. 
A S p an ish  e x p e d it io n  over  th is  trn il in  177C se tt le d  San F r a n ­
c isco . L a te r  th e  r e s t le s s  A m e rica n s flo w ed  a lo n g  t h is  r iver  
t r a il in  th e  g o ld  r u sh  an d  th e  p ion eer  d a y s , a n d  it  w a s  th e  
r ou te  o f  th e  s ta g e  coach  and  m u le  tr a in s  an d  Y u m a a  s ta g e  
s ta tio n . T h e  G ila  R iv e r  w a s  n th r ea d  o f  l i f e  a c r o s s  th e  d e se r t . 
G en. Ivenrny m arched  th is  w a y  in  181G. J o h n  C. F r e m o n t  and  
K it  C arson  tra v e led  it . T h e  a m a z in g  M orm on b a t ta lio n  p a ssed  
t liis  w a y  from  M isso u r i to  San D ie g o . T h e  A p a c h e s  f o u g h t  w ith  
d e sp er a tio n  and  c o u r a g e , b u t  th e  W e st  w a s  co n q u er e d .

BUCKEYE. A valley settlement. The Buckeye ancl the 
Arlington irrigation districts are passed, watered from 
a brush diversion dam up the Gila River. CAMPBELL 
HOTEL. Free camp. Cabins §1.00.

IIASSAYAMPA RIVER. 9 mi. west of Buckeye.
GILA RIVER. Crossed at Gillespie Dam 20 mi. west 

of Buckeye: new bridge opened July 1927.
GILA BEND. Irrigation from Gillespie Dam now 

waters about 10,000 A. below Gila Bend; there is capacity 
for 80.000 A. STOUT’S HOTEL, well kept. Cabin camp 
§3.00. Also free camp.

SENTINEL. A desert country. THE SENTINEL, small 
country hotel. Free camp, also cabin camp §1.00. Keep 
stocked with water, supplies and emergency equipment. 
Aztec 14 mi. west: store, garage, meals, camp.

MOHAWK. Two stores, two garages, lunch. Free camp 
space: also cabins. Water is hauled.

WELLTON. Sandy mesa. Irrigation from wells a future 
possibility. Fred Hughes the active personality. Fred’s 
WELLTON HOTEL best between Phoenix and Yuma; 
24 rms. restaurant all night. Fred’s garage, good. Free 
camp and showers.

* YU IMA. .Jet. of Gila and Colorado rivers. Gateway to 
Southern California. Ancient Spanish river crossing in 
the conquest and development of the Southwest. Today 
Yuma is a busy, growing city. Yuma Indians and their 
wares add a picturesque touch. Irrigation from Laguna 

.Dam on the Colorado River: the cultivated areas 12 mi. 
south of Yuma. Time changes; reset your watch.

The DEL MING HOTEL leads; also HOTEL ARIZONA. 
flOTEL ARDMORE, upstairs rms., good. Several cabin 
camps with numerous cabins. Inf.—Chamber of Commerce.

ARIZONA-CALIFORNIA STATE LINE
C olorado R iv e r

SOUTH CALIFORNIA—178 MILES

Road Conditions
P avem ent nm l f e d  t r a v e l ,  110 m l. w ith  rem ain d er  32 mi 

decom posed g m n lt e .  T h e  San d  H il ls ,  one o f  th e  ren dcs™  
and le n s  n ter ro r  to  tr a v e le r s , now  r o o d  p avem en t. T h e M oun- 
lain Springs g r a d e  w ith  Its  s le e p  clim bs n o w  con erc lc .

Description of Country
The Old S p a n ish  T r a il  in  C a lifo rn ia  Is c lo se  to  th e  M exican  

Border tor  m a n y  m ile s . \ \  cat from  Y um a 7 m l. an d  1>/. m l. sou th  
„„ (lie b ord er  are  th e  h e a d  g a le s  o f  th e  Im p e ria l V a lley  lerl 
gallon ; th e  w a te r  c o m e s  th r u  M ex ico . A cr o ss  th e  lin e  is  A lgo- 
dones, M ex ico , w i l l ,  se v en  sn lo o n s  o n e  It is  c la im ed  c o stin g  
517,000. S o u th  o f  H o lt v i l lc  an d  T.l C entro arc  th e  M exican  
bonier to w n s  o f  C a le x ico  a n d  M ex ic a li, In  th e  Im porin l V alley  
the traveler  i s  GO ft .  b e lo w  se a  le v e l  in  th e  bed o f  th e  o ld  Salton  
Sea; sh o r t ly  t h e  m o u n ta in s  arc  c ro sse d  a t 1,103 f t .  e leva tion ;  
thru th e  m o u n ta in s  are  r e so r ts  a n d  c a m p s a -to p  th e  w o r ld ;  at 
San D iego  an d  th e  s e a  a re  h i l l s  an d  v a lle y s .

Old History
San D ie g o  is  th e  en d  o f  th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r a il an d  th e  b e g in ­

ning o f t lie  la s t  w o r k s  o f  th e  S p a n ish  in  th e  U .S. _In 1700 the  
San D ie g o  m is s io n  w a s  fo u n d e d — 301 y r s . a fte r  S t. A u gu stin e . 
D uring th e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  th e  S p a n ish  w ere  b u ild in g  
that g r ea t  c h a in  o f  m is s io n s  up th e  C a lifo rn ia  c o a st.

FT. YUMA. A settlement at the Yuma Indian Reser­
vation. Officials here search your car and baggage to 
prevent entry of plant or fruit diseases. Cabin camp, 25c 
to §1.25.

GRAY’S WELL. West from Yuma 21 mi., in the sand hill 
section. Good water from a deep well, phone, store. All 
night lunch, gas and other service at Peg’s Place. Peg
I-Iunt is said to know the highway situation in the south­
west and he appreciates travelers stopping for any service.

IIOLTVILLE. One of the Imperial Valley centers. Two 
hotels. Three cabin camps, good. A road south to Mexicali, 
Mexico. Inf.—Chamber of Commerce.

*EL CENTRO. Commercial center of the Imperial Val­
ley, one of the great irrigation districts of the world. A 
busy, prosperous city. HOTEL BARBARA WORTH leads, 
a fine hotel. OREGON HOTEL, remodeled, refurnished. 
Good cabin camp. Calexico and Mexicali, border towns, 
south. Inf.—Chamber of Commerce. Also Auto Club of 
Southern California branch.

MOUNTAIN SPRINGS. 35 mi. west. Store, garage, water. 
Established by Government in 3S1G. Devil’s Canyon near. 
Splendid scenery thru these mountains. 7% grade, co :rete 
pavement.

JACUMBA HOT SPRINGS. 44 mi. west. Mountain 
resort for Imperial Valley people. Elevation 2.S00 ft. Hot 
sulphur baths. Cold spring. Concrete pool, (lance half etc. 
HOTEL VAUGHN, Go rms. new, fine. Cabin camp, 23c to 
7oe. Inf.—Bert L. Vaughn. Also old Jacumbn (Ha-coom- 
lia) with modern hotel. Mistletoe Lodge 1 mi. west am 
cottages.

BOULEVARD. Store and supplies. Summer resort. Camp.
West to San Diego 70.5. mi. are settlements, mountain, 

ralle.v and spring camping places, cabin auto camps, furu- 
'Shod cabins, small hotels, meals, etc. Tito mountain m u  

is passed at 4.103 ft. In Arizona, New Mexico and 
Texas higher elevations are reached. These 
under Bisbee, Ariz. summit.

*SAN DIEGO. This is the Pacific Terminus of the 
01<1 Spanish Trail. It was the beginning o : theSpfeisli 
occupation of California. The first "nssion, San Diego «e 
Alcala, was started in 17G9, then followed those otne 
sanctuaries “a day's journey apart” ®“tHots
beyond San Emnclonn fwentv-one ill all. Mhile the •

30


