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,..rs. Henry Drought,
S t. A ugustine, F lor id a :

Dear R rs. Drought--
Tlunks for  your in v ita t io n  to a tten d  the "Reception to h r . H arral 

Ayers," the occasion  being the co n ferr in g  on th at gentleman o f "the 
D ecoration of the cy; .1 Order of I sa b e l la  C a t c l i c a .“ And no more worthy 
c it iz e n  could be found on whom to bestow th is  than my good fr ie n d , -or.
Ayres.

But we should get h is to r y  s t r a ig h t .  The f i r s t  m eeting ( o f f i c i a l )  
organ ise th is  great highway was h eld  in  m ob ile . A day or two p revious to  
t h i s ,  a t  a great good roads m eeting h e ld  in  harianna, the i n i t i a t i v e  was 
tak en . A w ell-founded  rumor came to the ears of the north and 'Jest F lorid a  
d e leg a tio n  that an e f f o r t  would be made to route th is  "Trail" through the 
S ta te s  of Alabama and Georgia to J a ck so n v ille  and then to  S t. A ugustine. A 
T allah assee  was the Junction of f iv e  highways. Therefore (and we a l l  knew 
the Old Spanish T ra il should go through F lor id a ) the d e le g a te s  from th is  
State  went to L.obile some three stron g , and a i l  w ith  f ig h t in g  blood in  
th e ir  v e in s ,  as they f e l t  the honor of th e ir  S ta te  was a t s ta k e . A fter  a 
two d a y s’ f i g h t ,  in  which F lo r id a  was v ic to r io u s , aiidxKisB in  s p i t e  o f  
assem bling ox b e ll-h o p s  and others as s o -c a lle d  d e le g a te s  from our s i s t e r  
S ta te  on the second day,

As a m atter of f a c t ,  the o r ig in a l r e so lu t io n  was w r itte n  by my
s e l f ,  as Chairman of a committee fo r  th a t purpose, and i s  as fo llo w s:  

"Resolved, That th is  org a n iza tio n  s h a l l  be known as V&& V/est 
F lo r id a  Highway A sso c ia tio n , and th a t a road be constructed  to be known 
as the Cld Spanish T rs.il, beginning a t T a llah assee  on the E ast and running 
through the co u n ties  of Leon, Gadsden, Jackson, V/ashingtcn, Holmes, V/altori 
Okaloosa, Santa j css. end Escambia (v ia  I'ensacola , to the Alabama S ta te  Lin 
on the v/est, to connect w ith  the Old Spanish T r a il contem plated to  the  
IcvCific co a st.

2 . R e s o lv e d , That i t s  o f f ic e r s  s h a l l  c o n s is t  of a p r e s id e n t, a v ic e -  
p r e s id e n t, a se c r e ta r y , a trea su rer , and an ex ecu tiv e  committee o f f i v e ,  i 
vhich committee the p resid en t and secreta ry  s h a l l  be members.

3. R esolved , That a committee of tnxee be appointed to prepare the 
n ecessary  c o n s t itu t io n  and by-law s fo r  the government o f the a s s o c ia t io n ,  
to report to a. m eeting to be c a lle d  by the p res id en t fo r  a c t io n  thereon."

Afterwar s , a t some m eeting I don’ t  know when, the route was changed 
so as to make S t. Augustine the ending p o in t on the e a s t .  There was r e a lly  
no n e c e ss ity  for  i t ,  because Road He. 1 , a t  T a lla h a ssee , made the connec
t io n . I t  was x ig h t and proper th at S t. A ugustine should have been cue e a s t - |  
ern p o in t , because th at was ( h i s t o r ic a l ly ;  the ea stern  end, anu ..en sacc la  " 
the w estern end, as the o ld  "King’s Highway" would undoubtedly be th a t of 
"The Old Spanish T ra il."

I note the R eception i s  to be on Lie evening of A pril 29 th . I am 
try in g  my b est to arrange, to be there w ith  my w ife , who i s  somewhat promi
nent in  club work in  F lor id a , hut an important s u i t  in  the U. S . Court 
in  whic we have had ,c sue an insurance company, may orevent i t .  However,] 
you have my b est w ish es . I s h a l l  try  task; "angels could uo no more."

R e sp e c tfu lly ,
____________________________  - •  J -  A p p le y a r d .


