
The Old Spanish Mission Fields

T he S p anish  m iss io n s  w ere  n u m er o u s  t lir u o u t  t h e  S p a n ish  
p ossess ion s in  th e  A m ericas. F iv e  S p a n ish  m is s io n  c en te rs  are  
In the presen t U nited  S tn tes  a lo n g 1 th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r a il;  fo u r  
o f  these  w ere  e x te n s iv e ly  d e v e lo p e d  o u t p o s t s  o f  th e  m is s io n  
cha in s th a t r ead ied  from  th e  a d m in is tr a t iv e  c e n te r s  in  M ex ico . 
N ow  O rleans w as a  F re n c h  m is s io n  c e n te r . D u r in g  th e  S p an ish  
occupation o f  L o u is ia n a  and  th e  M is s is s ip p i  V a lle y  S p a in  e s ta b ­
lish ed  m ission s and  se tt le m e n ts  b u t  la te r  F r e n c h  in f lu e n c e  w a s  
re-estab lish ed .

ST. A U G U STIN E . N O R T H  F L O R ID A — S O U T H  G E O R G IA  

F ir st, w as S t. A u g u st in e , F in .,  s e tt le d  in  15C5. T h er e  are  
records o f  38 m iss io n s  in  th e  F lo r id a  d i s tr ic t .  O ld F o r t  Son  
L u is. T allah assee  c o u n tr y , w a s  a n  im p o r t a n t  s e c t io n . T h e  
F lor id a  m issio n s w ere p r o b a b ly  o f  w o o d e n  c o n s tr u c t io n . T h e  
only  stan d in g  ruin k n ow n  is  o f  o y s t e r  sh e l l  c e m e n t  in  a  fo re st  
north o f B ru n sw ick , Gn.

E L  FA SO —SA N T A  F E . T H E  R IO  G R A N D E  V A L L E Y

Second, th e  S an ta  F e —E l P a s o  d i s tr ic t .  D on  J u a n  O fia lc  
colon ized  near S an ta  F e  b e g in n in g  1508. T h e  E l P a s o  m is s io n  
settlem en t b egan  in  1C59 an d  th e  S p a n is h  c o lo n iz e d  fro m  E l  P a so  
to  Santa F e . In  1G80 th e  In d ia n  r e b e llio n  a n d  m a ssa c r e  o c cu rr ed  
around A lbu qu erqu e an d  S a n ta  F e ;  t h e  su r v iv o r s  f e ll  b a c k  to  
th e  m ission  a t E l P a so , an d  a  n e w  g r o u p  o f  m is s io n s  in  th e  
E l P a so  V a lley  w as e s ta b lish e d .

SA N  A N T O N IO . E A S T  A N D  S O U T H  T E X A S  
Third, th e  San A n to n io  d i s tr ic t .  T h e  b e g in n in g ,  h o w e v er , 

w as in  n orth eastern  T e x a s  (N a c o g d o c h e s  s e c t io n )  in  1G90 w ith  
in term itten t a tte m p ts  to  e s ta b lis h  m is s io n s  th e r e . In  171G-17 
fou r  new  m iss io n s  w er e  e s ta b lis h e d  th e r e . In  1718 t h e  m is s io n  
now  know n ns th e  A lam o  w a s  tr a n s fe r r e d  to  t h e  p r e se n t  S an  
A ntonio  an d ^ th e rem nrbab lo  T e x a s  m is s io n  w o r k s  w er e  d e f in i te ly  
foun ded . F iv e  m iss io n  g r o u p s  an d  r a n c h e s  w o re  d e v e lo p e d  a lo n g  
th e  Sun A nton io  R iv e r; great- s t o n e  c h u r c h e s  s t i l l  r em a in  an d  
tw o  o f  th e  ir r ig a t in g  a q u e d u c ts  s t i l l  f u n c t io n . F o u r  o th e r  
m issio n  fie ld s  w er e  occu p ie d  in  s o u th e r n  T e x a s .

N O G A L E S -T U C S O N . S A N T A  C R U Z  V A L L E Y  
F o u r th , th e  N o g a le s—T u cso n  d i s tr ic t ,  A r iz o n a  a n d  M ex ico . 

C ontem p oran eou s w ith  n o r th e a st T e x a s  a n d  S a n  A n to n io . B e ­
g in n in g  in  . 1G91, th e  m iss io n  e ff o r t s  sp r e a d  f a r  a n d  w id e  an d  
rem ark able  ch u r c h e s w ere  b u ilt .

Present Conditions

Eastern Section—St. Augustine to San Antonio
The eastern section, San Antonio to .St. Augustine, is 

05% paved; the remainder is good gravel, sand-clay or 
other improved surface and well maintained except in 
Baldwin County, Ala., east of Mobile Bay, where distress 
is possible in wet weather. New gravel road is under 
construction. Ft. Bend County, Texas, between Rosenberg 
and East Bernard, lias a paved and gravel detour to the 
north, adding S mi. Construction on the main line will he 
completed during 1020.

Only two ferries remain between the Atlantic and the 
Pacific, the Mississippi River at New Orleans and Berwick 
Bay at Morgan City, La. The .Mississippi River bridge is 
financed and it is believed construction will soon begin; 
it will cost $10,000,000.

The East has 00 to 00 inches rainfall. The highway 
crosses the rivers and bays near the Gulf of Mexico; two- 
thirds of the drainage waters of the continent are crossed 
in tliis eastern section. Long and expensive bridges, 
numerous drainage structures aud paved or gravel roads 
have been necessary to create an unbroken and all-weather 
highway. $01,000,000 have now been spent on this section 
or appropriated for construction in progress.

Western Section—San Antonio to San Diego
Tiie western section, San Antonio to San Diego, is 31% 

paved; the remainder is good gravel or other improved 
surface, well maintained. This is a dry area with sun­
shine, hills, mountains and deserts, natural drainage aud 
natural gravels. There are some short sections west not 
up to good standard for wet weather but distress rarely 
occurs for dry weather prevails and those sections then are 
fine, fast driving. When a storm does occur in the West 
it is apt to he heavy, caution then should be observed in 
alt sections. $10,000,000 have been spent in the western 
section.

FERRIES AND TOLLS
St. Johns River, Jacksonville, Fla., toll bridge, lac and 

20e for automobile and driver. Round trip 25c and 35c. 
Additional passengers 3c.

Cochrane Bridge, Mobile Bay, $1.00 for automobile and 
driver. Additional passengers 10c each. 10% mi.

Pascagoula River, Miss. Bridge, toll 50c.
T H E  C A L IF O R N IA  C O A ST  

F if th , th e  C aliforn ia  p r o u p . T l ic v  w ore  b u i l t  a  d a y ’s journe.i 
s ! ! ir r>i21 m}8sio"S >'i a ll  b e p in n in p  in  17G9 w ith  t h e  M issior  
b an  D lopo do A lenin, n o w  S an  D le p o , an d  e x te n d in g  n o r th  o 
oan  Ir a n  cisco .

N E W  O R L E A N S . F R E N C H , W IT H  I T S  S P A N IS H  P E R I O I  

F ren ch  m issio n  c en te r  w n s n t  N o w  O r lea n s , e m b rn c in f  
01d L m ,a i„  ‘°  ' “ s t  nn d  L a fa y e tte ,  L a -  to  t h e  w e s t ,  a n d  th rn ou i 
so ttlem em ? P u,r in c  <ho S p n n ish  c o n tr o l o t  L o u is ia n a  S p a n ls l 

w er e  sp re a d  o v e r  th a t  c o u n tr y . ;) 
tho Snnnhdl' R 'B h w a y )  is  r ec o rd ed  fro m  S t. L o in s  (
Spnnish c ™ J ort,  Siln  F er n a n d o  (C n r u th c r s v ll lc ) .  (h e n  lo  th< 
In  S o u t l / l l ,? V \ < n la  E sp er n n za  in  A r k a n sa s  b e lo w  M em ph is  
F rencl, ,'llv  v  ' n:!’ "><• O S T , Is N e w  Ib e r in , an  A cad  n n -
: —  n n e ie n F e 111* , y  *s  :l b ik e  k n o w n  n s  S p a n ish  L a k e . Ih cr l.

u n d e n t  S p anish  Irlbo n a m e .

Lake Pontchartrain Bridge, east of New Orleans, $1.35 
for automobile and driver. Additional passenger 10c. A 
15 mi. project. Alternate route by free ferries across the 
Chef Menteur and the Rigolets. The ferries run continuous­
ly day and night. The ferry route is longer hut -10 to 00 
minutes time is saved by the bridge. Free bridges are be­
ing built over Chef Menteur and the Rigolets.

Mississippi River, New Orleans, 20c to 40c. Continuous 
day and night. Five ferry crossings.

Berwick Bay at Morgan City, La., 25e to 35e. Contin­
uous day and night.


