
San A ntonio , T exas, 
Hay 26th , 1925.

The Highway Commission,
A u stin , Texas.

Gentlemen:

I have ju s t  returned to ray o f f ic e  and f in d  here the en­
c lo se d  l e t t e r  from J . C. Baumgarten, Schulenburg, T exas, and 
a lso  p e t i t io n  signed  by 131 c i t iz e n s  (in c lu d in g  I n o tic e  
Senator Russek) r e sn e c t in g  the changing o f  the name o f the  
Old Spanish T r a il .

I beg to  ad v ise  we are r e c e iv in g  in form ation  from e a s t ­
ward and westward th a t t h i s  change o f name i s  not wanted. 
O ffers are a ls o  being  made to  jo in  a d e le g a t io n  to  go to  
A u stin . Our p ress c lip p in g  s e r v ic e  a ls o  shows a r t i c lo s  and 
e d i t o r ia l s  from var iou s p a rts  o f  the S ta te , not one o f which 
has endorsed the change. Host o f  th ose  e d i t o r ia l s  f e e l  th a t  
e s ta b lis h e d  n a tio n a l highways should  not be g iven  new lo c a l  
names fo r  i t  means g rea t con fu sion  to  tr a v e le r s  on overland  
jou rn eys. These e d i t o r ia l s  a ls o  recogn ize  the g rea t work 
th a t has been done the p ast te n  years by the Old Spanish T ra il 
memberships in  a l l  the OST s t a t e s  a cro ss  the c o n tin e n t, and 
a ls o  reco g n ise  the e x te n s iv e  good w i l l  b u i l t  up a l l  over the  
U nited S ta te s ,  and th a t in s tea d  o f  hurting  or in te r fe r e in g  
w ith  i t  th e  Highway Department o f Texas should g iv e  c o r d ia l  
coop era tion  toward b u ild in g  up i t s  tr a v e l s e r v ic e .  The Old 
Spanish T r a il i s  an a s s e t  o f  g rea t va lue to  Texas and the  
South.

W ill you k in d ly  send to  us a copy o f tho m inutes r e sp e c t­
in g  t h i s  change o f name?

Thanking you, we ore

Very tr u ly  you rs.

HBA/b 
enc. B 'I t .  

P.

H. B. A yres,
OST Managing D irec to r


