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T H E  H IG H W A Y  A N D  IT S  R O M A N C E .

T h e  O ld  S p a n ish  T ra i l  c o n n e c ts  t h e  p la y g r o u n d s  of Florida 
w ith  th e  p la y g ro u n d s  o f C a l i f o r n ia  a n d  l in k s  th e  p lay g ro u n d s  that 
lie  b e tw e e n . I t  w ill b r in g  to  th e  c i t i e s  a n d  to w n s  a lo n g  the way a 
c o n tin u a l t id e  o f t o u r i s t  a n d  a u to m o b i le  t r a v e l  a n d  a  permanent 
p le a su re  to  th e  p e o p le . T h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  w ill revive and 
keep  a liv e  th e  r e m a rk a b le  h i s to r y  o f  o ld  S p a n is h  d a y s , a  history on 
th e  n o r th e r n  c o n t in e n t  t h a t  r e a c h e s  f r o m  F lo r id a  to  California 
a n d  o ffers h is to r ic a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  m o re  r o m a n t i c  t h a n  any th ing  in 
th e  lan d . T h o se  w e re  th e  d a y s  S p a n is h  s p le n d o r ,  o f  C av alier and; 
C o n q u e ro r , o f  C o lu m b u s , C o r te z  a n d  P iz a r r o ,  o f  P o n c e  de Leon, 
D e S o to  a n d  C o ro n a d o  a n d  o f  th e  g r e a t  o r d e r s  o f  p r ie s t s  whose mil* 
sions a r e  s c a tte r e d  a lo n g  th e  T r a i l .  M e x ic o  w a s  th e  throbbing 
h e a r t  o f S p a n ish  e n d e a v o r ;  o f  th e  N e w  S p a in  o f  t h e i r  hopes.

T h e  S p a n ia rd s  d re a m e d  o f  g o ld  a n d  g lo ry ,  . a n d  w ith  expedi* 
lio n s  w o r th  a  K in g ’s r a n s o m  th e y  s t r u g g le d  th r o u g h  ju n g les , del* 
e r ts  an d  m o u n ta in s  to  d e s p a ir  a n d  d e a th  w h i le  t h e  p h a n to m  of riche* 
ra ise d  o th e rs  to  fo llo w .

In  S o u th  A m e r ic a  th e y  s o u g h t  f o r  t h e  la n d  o f  th e  Gilded
C h .e f w hom  th e y  c a lle d  E l D o r a d o , t h e y  s e a r c h e d  f o r  th e  Temple 
°  . S “ n a n d  th e  E n c h a n te d  C ity  o f  t h e  C a e s e rs .  In  North
A m e ric a  th e y  s e a rc h e d  f o r  th e  f a b le d  S e v e n  C it ie s  o f  Cifaolo through 
A n z o n a  a n d  N ew  M ex ico , a n d  f o r  th e  r e a lm s  o f  th e  G ra n  Quivera 
T e i r ? ,S »  K a n sa s ;  th e y  s o u g h t  t h e  G r e a t  K in g d o m  of the

o f w ’ 1th T ‘0 i"  ’ S ilv e ri  th e  S tr e a m s  o f  P e a r l s ,  th e  Province. 
p e r i! d  a „ V  “ “  F o U n ta !n  ° f T h e y  a d d e d  lu s te r  to  their
an d  th e  N e o e m p ire s  a " d  lo s t  th e m . T o d a y , th e  Florida'

People o f lhe N ^ t h  °I  t h ° Se dayS  a r e  th e  w i n t e r  r e t r e a ts  of the
can , an d  w ill h e  K A ™crican c o n t i n e n t .  T h e  O ld  S p an ish  Trail
in  th e  la n d __ t h ^ u ^  m ° St f a m o u s  a n d  m o s t  t r a v e le d  highway
M exico, W ay S o u th e r n  B o rd e r la n d s  a n^ 0


