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NEW ORLEANS S 8 S 0 C I A T I 0 H OF COMMERCE

August 8 , 1983.

Mr. H. B. A yres, Managing D ir e c to r ,
Old Spanish T r a il ,
San A ntonio , Texas.

D e a r  Mr. Ayres: -O ld Spanish i> ra il-

When you were in  my o f f ic e  th e  other day, you w il l  
remember th a t I d ic ta te d  a l e t t e r  to  Congressmen James O'Connor, in  
whose d i s t r i c t  the New Orleans l in k  o f  th e  Spanish T ra il l i e s .  Mr. 
O’Connor came to  th e  o f f i c e  today and we d iscu ssed  th e  m atter in  
d e t a i l .  He i s  d eep ly  in te r e s te d  and has to ld  me th at he w i l l  get  
in  behind th e  movement in  every way th a t he can. On h is  retu rn  to  
Washington in  a few days he w i l l  c a l l  upon th e  War Department and 
d is c u s s  w ith  them th e ir  p lan s and what they  are prepared to  do to  
fu rth er  i t s  developm ent. He w i l l  a lso  d is c u ss  the m atter w ith  the  
Highway Commission o f  th e  Government.

I am ask in g  the S ta te  Highway Department o f  L ouisiana  
to  ad v ise  me f u l ly  what th ey  iiave done and what they  are prepared to  
do for th e  com pletion o f  t h i s  l in k .  I w i l l  a ls o  ask the s t a te  High
way Commission o f  M is s is s ip p i for  a rep o rt on what they are doing and 
w i l l  forward th e se  re p o r ts  to  Mr. O'Connor. I would su ggest th at  
you w rite  to  him a t Length and g iv e  him a l l  th e  inform ation  you can.
I th in k  th a t th ese  re p o r ts  and the inform ation  he Can gain  a t Wash
in g to n  w i l l  g iv e  us a good s ta r t in g  p o in t to  put some stron g  propo- 
ganda behind the movement. I th in k  the id ea  I d iscu ssed  w ith you o f  
arousing th e  people a lon g  the e n t ir e  len g th  of the Old Spanish ir a .i l  
to  the need o f  th e  adequate com pletion o f  the New Orleans lin k ,, together 
w ith  the b r id g es , could be c a rr ied  ou t.

Very tr u ly .

W alter Parker, 
G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r .
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